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From the Chairman 

Fellow Members of Our 
Committee and Friends of Our 
Party, 

This will be the second to the last 
newsletter before the Republican primary 
election on May 24th and campaigns are 
running at full speed.  Our last meeting of the 
CCREC had the most attendance of any 
regular meeting that I have ever seen!  I 
expect the same will be true for our meetings 
on April 25th and May 23rd.   

This is the first newsletter since candidate 
qualification ended on January 28th.  I have 
posted all of the candidates that were certified 
to the Republican ballot for races for both 
county and state offices to our website at 
www.colbertrepublicanparty.com.  Just click 
on “Qualification Status” at the top and you’ll 
be taken to the page with all certified 
candidates.  As the Republican Party 
continues to grow in influence in local 
elections, the process for certification of 
candidates to the Republican ballot will be 
scrutinized more intensely.  I plan to write 
more about the qualification/certification 
process after the primary election is over, and 
hopefully open a conversation with 
Republican voters about what they expect 
from the CCREC. 

Don’t miss the section about the CCREC 
Candidate Forum, taking place at the Ritz 
Theater on May 2nd.  Doors open to the 
public at 5pm, with the program beginning at 
6pm.  The event is free and open to the public 
and concessions will be running as well! 

I look forward to seeing many of you again at 
the next meeting of the CCREC at Donna and 

Friends restaurant on Monday, April 25th at 
6:30pm. 

Phill Green, Chairman, CCREC 

colbertgopchair@pm.me 

256-762-4072 

www.colbertrepublicanparty.com 

April Agenda 

Our next meeting is scheduled for April 25th.   

Last month we hosted gubernatorial 
candidate, Dean Odle, public service 
commission candidate, Brent Woodall, and 
7th district Representative Proncey 
Robertson.   

This month we will host Lindy Blanchard 
who will talk about her campaign for 
Governor.   

 
We’ll also talk about the upcoming CCREC 
Candidate Forum at Ritz Theater in Sheffield 
and answer any questions that committee 
members and candidates might have. 

2022 Republican Primary Qualification/ 
Certification Results 

Following is a list, by office, of the 
candidates who have been certified to run as 
Republicans in the primary on May 24th.  
Please note that where only one candidate 
appears for any office, that candidate’s name 
will not appear on the Republican primary 
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ballot and is automatically the Republican 
nominee in the general election.   

The candidates for District Judge, District 
Attorney, State Senate, State Representative, 
and State Executive Committee Member 
were all certified by the AL State Executive 
Committee, acting through the State Steering 
Committee.  All the other candidates were 
certified by the CCREC acting through the 
Elections Committee under the rules of the 
2022 Primary Resolution.   

District Court Judge Serving Colbert County 

Mary Baschab-Haslacker 

Chad Smith 

Nathan Johnson 

District Attorney Serving Colbert County 

Hal Hughston 

Angela Hulsey 

State Representative for District 3 

Fred Joly 

Kerry "Bubba" Underwood 

State Representative District 7 

Proncey D. Robertson 

Ernie Yarbrough 

State Representative District 18 

Jamie Kiel 

State Senate District 6 

Larry Stutts 

Alabama Republican Party State Executive 
Committee 

Place 1  David L. Black 

Place 2  Andrew Sorrell 

Colbert County Sheriff 

Eric Balentine 

Colbert County Coroner 

Justin Gasque 

Colbert County Board of Education District 1 

Jarrod Johnson 

Colbert County Board of Education District 6 

Steve Stayton 

Colbert County Republican Executive 
Committee District 1 

Place 1  vacant 

Place 2  Jarrod Johnson 

Place 3  vacant 

Colbert County Republican Executive 
Committee District 2 

Place 1  John I. Lackey 

Place 2  Waylon W. Huguley 

Place 3  vacant 

Colbert County Republican Executive 
Committee District 3 

Place 1  Regina Wright 

Place 2  Lorie Johnson 

Place 3  Bennett L. Pugh 

Colbert County Republican Executive 
Committee District 4 

Place 1  Linda Joly 

Place 2  Fred Joly 

Place 3  vacant 
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Colbert County Republican Executive 
Committee District 5 

Place 1  vacant 

Place 2  John Reese 

Place 3  vacant 

Colbert County Republican Executive 
Committee District 6 

Place 1  David Isom 

Place 2  Chuck Lansdell 

Place 3  Steve Stayton 

Colbert County Republican Executive 
Committee At-Large Seats 

Place 1  Justin Gasque 

Place 2  vacant 

Place 3  vacant 

Place 4  Jackie Witt 

Place 5  Nathan Johnson 

Place 6  Andrew Sorrell 

Place 7  Hannah Sorrell 

The Regular Legislative Session of 2022 

The legislature has passed House Bill 272, 
eliminating the requirement to obtain a 
permit to carry a concealed firearm.  
Legislators representing Colbert County, 
including Sen. Larry Stutts, Rep. Andrew 
Sorrell, Rep. Jamie Kiel, and Rep. Proncey 
Robertson, all voted in favor of the bill.   

Also passed was House Bill 194 which 
prohibits private donations to local and state 
election officials for the purpose of 
conducting elections and voter registration.  
Large private donations, like the estimated 
$350 million given by the Zuckerberg 

Foundation during the 2020 election, have 
been clearly shown to have been targeted to 
help Democrat candidates and causes.  The 
bill was signed into law by Governor Ivey on 
April 13th and makes accepting or using such 
donations a class B misdemeanor.  Sen. Larry 
Stutts, Rep. Andrew Sorrell, Rep. Jamie Kiel, 
and Rep. Proncey Robertson, all voted in 
favor of the bill.   

House Bill 322 was signed by the governor 
into law on April 8th, and requires that 
children in Alabama public schools use the 
restroom designated for their biological sex, 
as indicated on their birth certificate.  Further, 
it does not allow anyone teaching students 
below 6th grade to “…engage in classroom 
discussion or provide classroom instruction 
regarding sexual orientation or gender 
identity in a manner that is not age 
appropriate or developmentally appropriate 
for students in accordance with state 
standards.”  This bill leaves it to the state 
board of education to figure out the rules for 
this bill’s implementation and enforcement.  
It seems to me that teaching 9-year-olds 
about “sexual orientation” and “gender 
identity” would always be inappropriate, and 
I hope the state board of ed will agree.  Sen. 
Larry Stutts, Rep. Andrew Sorrell, Rep. 
Jamie Kiel, and Rep. Proncey Robertson, all 
voted in favor of the bill.   

Senate Bill 294, which was a bill that would 
legalize casino gambling and establish an 
“education lottery” in Alabama does not 
seem to have made it to the floor for a vote in 
either the Senate or House. 

Senate Bill 140 would create the Parent’s 
Choice Act and establish state funding for 
parents of students to use for k-12 education 
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expenses.  This would allow parents to apply 
funds from “education savings accounts” to 
pay for education expenses for their child, 
including tuition at non-public schools.  The 
bill did not get a roll-call vote and was 
indefinitely postponed on April 6th.   

New State Representative and Senate 
District Lines for Colbert County 

I first saw the proposed maps for the new 
state representative and senate districts when 
they were published on October 31st in the 
AL.com story I have linked here:   

https://www.al.com/news/2021/10/take-a-
look-at-alabamas-new-proposed-state-
house-and-senate-districts.html 

The consequences for Colbert County on the 
representative side are big, with many 
thousands of voters being moved between 
districts, and a new district being added.  
While this is not completely unexpected, 
seeing such drastic changes that must have 
been in the drafting process for weeks or even 
months makes be wish that those of us 
planning for the May primary could have at 
least gotten a preview.   

In an article he wrote for Alabama Today 
back in November, former Republican AL 
Representative, Paul DeMarco said: 

After months of lobbyists, and those paying 
for the lobbyist, drawing maps in secret, our 
maps for the next decade were approved 
despite the fact they were not released for the 
public until hours before they were voted on 
by the reapportionment committee. Maps 
then were passed without any changes 
requested by the public or some fellow 
members. 

Before the new districts were announced, 
when I asked, I was told that private 
consulting firms had been contracted to draw 
the new lines.  I’m still curious, though.  
What was the criteria given to the 
“consultants” and what rules defined the 
process in general?  The responses, or lack 
thereof, that I was able to get seem similar to 
the one’s that Mr. DeMarco describes: 

Repeated requests from constituents across 
the state, as well as from some members of 
the legislature, were flippantly dismissed by 
reapportionment leaders based solely on the 
scare tactics that any changes would 
immediately lead to lawsuits and that there 
was not enough time to debate changes 
despite months of maps being drawn in secret 
and revealed at the last minute. 

For several years now I believe that the 
Colbert County Republican Party has helped 
voters across our county to learn more about 
who their elected leaders are and connect 
with them.  While such big changes make this 
job more difficult, I do understand that 
changes in the state and county populations 
make reapportionment necessary.  However, 
an even bigger concern is one I share with 
Mr. DeMarco when he says: 

Poll after poll indicates that American’s have 
never had less trust in government than they 
do now. The hard part of governing is 
allowing feedback, hearing multiple sides, 
and being willing to change your mind. The 
Alabama redistricting process sadly showed 
how little regard some leaders have for 
Alabama citizens and why time and time 
again, voters choose change. 

While I still believe that Republican voters in 
Colbert County remain encouraged by the 
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positive changes that newly elected 
Republicans have brought with them to 
office, I am concerned that we stand to lose 
their confidence.  The Republicans of the 
21st century were brought up to expect our 
Party to stand for transparency in government 
and respect for voters as capable of making 
good decisions when given the facts.  Going 
forward I believe we must make our very best 
efforts to win in these new districts and send 
legislators to Montgomery who represent our 
core conservative values.  At the same time, 
I hope we learn from this experience and 
develop a more open and transparent process 
ten years from now. 

Alabama Senate District 6 

Nothing changed for Colbert County on the 
state senate side.  While senate district 6 lost 
those sections of Lauderdale and Marion 
Counties that it previously included, it keeps 
all of Colbert and Franklin Counties.  In 
addition, the district now includes all of 
Lawrence County and a portion of Limestone 
County where the City of Athens is located. 

 
The old district 6 included sections of Lauderdale and 
Marion Counties. 

 
The new lines for AL Senate district 6 keep Colbert, 
Lawrence, and Franklin counties whole, while carving out a 
section of Limestone County. 

Alabama House of Representatives District 3 

The biggest change for Colbert County was 
with AL district 3.  The old district lines 
contained most of the cities of Muscle 
Shoals, Sheffield, Leighton, and Tuscumbia, 
along with part of Lawrence County with 
Town Creek, Courtland, and Hillsboro.  It 
also included a very small sliver of 
Lauderdale County, with only 2 voting 
precincts there. 

 
The old district 3 was in Colbert and Lawrence counties, 
with a very small piece of Lauderdale. 

The new district 3 is split almost evenly 
between Lauderdale and Colbert Counties, 
and no longer contains any portion of 
Lawrence County.  The cities of Muscle 
Shoals, Sheffield, and Tuscumbia are still 
there, but the district now covers are large 

Lawrence County 

Colbert County 
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portion of downtown Florence, including the 
entire campus of the University of North 
Alabama.   

 
The new district 3 is split close to evenly between Colbert 
and Lauderdale counties.  It contains most of Muscle Shoals, 
Sheffield, and Tuscumbia, and a large part of Florence. 

These changes obviously change the 
electorate drastically from the one that 
elected the first Republican to represent the 
district in modern history, Andrew Sorrell.  
Representative Sorrell has chosen not to run 
for reelection, preferring to run for AL State 
Auditor, leaving the race for this seat without 
a defending incumbent.  While Republican 
candidates Fred Joly and Kerry “Bubba” 
Underwood are from Muscle Shoals and 
Tuscumbia respectively, one of the qualified 
Democrat candidates lives in Florence.  We 
certainly hope that the Republican nominee is 
victorious in the primary, and this would 
mean a Colbert County resident representing 
the major cities here in the legislature.  We 
must also keep in mind the very real 
possibility that the state representative for 
Muscle Shoals, Tuscumbia, and Sheffield 
could be a Florence resident in the future, and 
the implications this could have.  I believe we 
would be well advised to keep up close 
communications with Republican voters and 
leaders from Florence and Lauderdale 
County to ensure our mutual goals and 

concerns are appreciated by any future 
candidates for this office. 

Future Events 

Following is the most current calendar of 
events for the Committee.   

Keep these dates in mind when planning your 
individual and campaign calendars. 

Colbert County Committee Events Calendar 

Date Event 

April 25, 2022 CCREC regular meeting 

May 2, 2022 
CCREC Candidate Forum 

at the Ritz Theater in 
Sheffield (6:00pm) 

May 23, 2022 CCREC regular meeting 

May 24, 2022 Primary Election 

June 21, 2022 Primary Runoff Election 
(if needed) 

June 27, 2022 CCREC regular meeting 

July 25, 2022 CCREC regular meeting 

August 22, 2022 CCREC regular meeting 

September 26, 2022 CCREC regular meeting 

October 24, 2022 CCREC regular meeting 

November 8, 2022 General Election 

CCREC Special Events for 2021 

Dates and information for special events will 
be announced here as they become available. 

The Muscle Shoals Spring Carnival 

I only just learned from an associate member 
about the Spring Carnival happening this 
week at the North Alabama Fairgrounds.  I 
haven’t made arrangements yet, but if enough 
candidates are interested, we may set up the 
Republican Party tent for them to display 
signs and hand out campaign items.  I called 
the fairgrounds today and there is still space 

Lauderdale County 

Colbert County 
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available.  Please let me know if you are 
interested either as a candidate or volunteer 
for the Party. 

 
 

Colbert County Republican Primary 
Candidate Forum 

The CCREC is sponsoring a candidate forum 
on May 2nd at the Ritz theater.  The doors 
will open to the public at 5:00pm, and the 
formal program begins at 6:00pm.  All 
Republican candidates have been invited to 
come and introduce themselves.  A special 
area in the Encore Room next to the theater 
will be available for candidates to set up 
tables with campaign material for voters to 
take with them. 

The program will begin with brief 
introductions from all attending candidates 
who wish to take part.  At 6:30 we will start  
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the first 
question and 
answer session 
with candidates 
from the race 
for District 
Judge serving 

Colbert County.  The moderator for this 
session is Mr. Phil Williams of the Alabama 
Policy Institute and host of Rightside Radio 
on WVNN FM 92.5.   

The format for the question and answer 
sessions is very simple with each candidate  
given one 
minute to 
introduce 
themselves, 
followed by 
questions 
from the 
moderator.  All candidates will answer the 
same question, each given one minute, before 
moving to the next question.  Finally, each 
candidate will be given two minutes to make 
closing remarks.  The first session will last 
for 30 minutes, and then a new session will 
be started with candidates from the next 
political race.  There will be sessions for the 
races for District Judge, District Attorney, 
State Representative district 3 and State 
Representative district 7.   
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This sample ballot for the Colbert County 
Republican primary election is provided by 
the Secretary of State’s office.  Please note 
the highlighted sections for races for offices 
serving Colbert County. 

 


