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From the Chairman 

Fellow Members of Our Committee and 

Friends of Our Party, 

I hope that this newsletter finds you well, and 

having just enjoyed a very happy Easter.  It is 

a great time to celebrate springtime’s renewal 

and the birth of a new Church more than two 

thousand years ago that served as the moral 

guiding light to leaders who lifted humanity 

from their lives of desperate survival to 

modern affluence.  It is a time to look around 

and appreciate all the many gifts we enjoy in 

our society, and to thank the many who gave 

up so much, and the God who gave them 

direction. 

I have spent the time since our last meeting 

taking the time to visit and observe our local 

leaders in action.  I have been to a meeting of 

our county’s board of education, the city 

council of Muscle Shoals, and a meeting of 

the Colbert County commission.  I plan to 

attend more meetings of these and other 

electoral bodies in our county and report on 

what I see and hear.  My primary aim is to 

gain a better understanding of the current 

issues and problems being discussed and 

thereby a better understanding of how 

members of our Party can contribute to 

solutions.  While it is not the place of Party 

leadership to directly manipulate the political 

process, it is imperative for our Committee to 

understand the challenges our community 

faces when we search for candidates who will 

be the leaders of tomorrow. 

It would be hard for anyone paying attention 

not to notice that we have already entered the 

season of candidates announcing and forming 

their campaign committees.  Our committee 

must make it our goal to recruit at least one 

candidate for each office that is open for 

election in 2020.  I have been looking over 

the election matrix, and I see several races for 

offices currently occupied by Democrats that 

could be flipped.  Following is a list of all the 

local offices that will be decided next year: 

Revenue Commissioner, Republican Tommy 

Oswalt 

County Commission, District 1, Republican 

Tommy Barnes 

County Commission, District 2, Republican 

David Black 

County Commission, District 3, Democrat 

Jimmy Gardiner 

County Commission, District 4, Democrat 

Tori Bailey 

County Commission, District 5, Republican 

Darol Bendall 

County Commission, District 6, Democrat 

Charles Hovater 

County Board of Education, District 3, 

Democrat Mary "Bitsey" Moore 

County Board of Education, District 5, 

Republican Ricky Saint 

County Superintendent of Education, 

Democrat Gale Satchel 

Keep these offices in mind as you consider 

potential candidates and encourage anyone 

interested in representing our Party to talk to 

me about how they might fill a role in our 

future. 

I look forward to seeing everyone at this 

month’s meeting on April 22nd at 6:30pm at 

Donna and Friends. 

The next meeting would normally fall on the 

fourth Monday of May, which is the 27th.  

However, that’s Memorial Day, so we’ll plan 
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to meet on the preceding Monday night, the 

20th. 

April Agenda 

Following is the agenda for this month’s 

meeting.  There will be now amendments to 

the by-laws to consider this month, but I’ll 

take time to discuss some changes that will 

allow our Committee to expand to include 

“associate” members from our community 

who wish to support our mission.   

• Call to Order (Chairman), Prayer and 

Pledge 

• Roll Call /Establish Quorum 

• Recognize Guests 

• Approve March 2019 Meeting Minutes 

• Approve October 2018 Meeting Minutes 

• Approve February 2019 Treasurer’s 

Report 

Business: 

• Chairman’s Remarks 

• New Business 

• Adjourn, Next Meeting May 20, 2019 

• Open Discussion: 

• Updates: 

o Republican Women of the Shoals 

Report 

o County Commission Report 

o Colbert School Board Updates  

o 2020 Candidates – Update 

The Ever Expanding Government:  Where 

Will It End? 

I recently discovered a very interesting trend 

in the volume of publications published by 

our Internal Revenue Service that I think is 

very descriptive of the trends we see 

throughout our government.  I discovered this 

trend while using the IRS’s public website to 

download forms and their instructions to 

complete my personal tax return.  I was 

surprised to find that the IRS keeps available 

for download all forms and other documents 

it has published since the first income tax 

form was published in 1864!  Naturally, my 

curiosity led me on a search through all the 

years of tax publications there, and 

something very striking and foreboding 

became quite obvious. 

 

After spending a few minutes looking over 

the earliest tax forms and admiring their 

simplicity, I began to page through the years 

of forms to see how they had changed over 

time.  While the 1040 from 1913, the first 

year of income tax after the 16th amendment 

made it legal, was only 3 pages, with one 

page of instructions, today’s simplest returns 

require many more forms, schedules, and 

huge volumes of instructions.  I searched 

through the list of files, opening various 

forms and noticing how the complexity grew.   

From 1913 through the mid Fifties, I was 

surprised to see that not much changed.  All 
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the way up to 1945 the IRS never published 

more than a total of 9 forms and instructions 

together.  We recall that it was during this 

time that the federal government had dealt 

with WWI, the Great Depression, WWII, and 

invented nuclear bombs.  Also during this 

time, federal revenues increased over 6200%, 

from $714 million in 1913, to more than $45 

billion in 1945! (source:  

www.whitehouse.gov).  Yes, the budget in 

1945 had grown a lot due to the war effort, 

but it only decrease marginally after the war, 

and this mark was again surpassed in 1951. 

It was in the late Fifties that I began to see a 

distinct trend.  I had scanned through several 

pages of publication files on the IRS site, 

when the years began going by more slowly.  

I notice having to go through more and more 

pages of documents to get to the next tax 

year.  By the time I got to 1960, the number 

had doubled to 22.  At 1970, the number had 

almost doubled again to 38.  The number 

doubled once more to 82 in 1980, but then it 

started getting crazy.  The number shot up 4-

fold to 318 in 1990, and again more than 

doubled to 672 in 2000.  After that the rate of 

increase plateaued, and the number stayed 

about the same over the next 10 years, but 

more recently shot up by more than 100, to 

742 for 2018. 

The 1913 tax form specified progressive tax 

brackets that began with 1 percent on income 

between $20,000 and $50,000 (that’s about 

$.5 million to $1.26 million today), up to 6 

percent on income over $500,000 ($12.7 

million today).  Deductions were allowed for 

all interest paid on debts, business expenses, 

state and local taxes paid, uninsured 

catastrophic losses, and depreciation.  As 

long as you’re ok with a federal income tax, 

which apparently 42 of then 48 states were 

when they ratified the 16th Amendment, then 

this is not a bad way to do it.  But good things 

never last, especially in government. 

As anyone whose waded through the process 

of filing their own tax return in the last couple 

decades knows, things have gotten a whole 

lot more complicated.  In 2018 the 1040 

seemed to get a little simpler from the 2017 

version, but there are now over 30 separate 

schedules that go along with it.  These 

schedules have been created to collect 

information about the income we receive 

from farming, fishing, using our homes as 

offices, selling investments, dividends, and 

various special tax credits.  After the 

schedules, it gets a lot more fun.  There are 

forms to describe our political activities, 

charities we support, our education, health 

issues we might have, how we care for our 

children, our health care coverage, whether 

we drive an electric car, pensions, and the list 

goes on and on.  (source:  

https://apps.irs.gov) 

For this article I haven’t taken the time to 

research how the number of certified public 

accountants per capita of the U.S. population 

has increased over that time, but it certainly 

occurs to me that this will be a good thing to 

look into.  This is because with the 

exponential rate at which the number of 

forms and publications the government is 

producing, both the resolution of their 

database describing our lives and the size of 

the accounting industry must both be 

increasing at a similar rate.   

My question is this:  Where will this end?  

When is enough, enough?  I have asked this 

question before regarding the rate of increase 

of federal spending as a percentage of our 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/
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GDP.  It turns out that while the portion of 

our nation’s income taken to support our 

federal government has multiplied more than 

five-fold, the volume of data that it is 

collecting about us through the tax system 

has increased even more.   

A Party which, as one of it’s principle 

tenants, holds that government should be 

limited by the Constitution in deference to the 

liberty of it’s people and their sacred right to 

self-determination, should recognize this 

situation as an existential threat.  If these 

trends are allowed to continue unabated, our 

society and it’s economy will ultimately be 

socialized without so much as a referendum, 

an election, or a single act of Congress.  We 

will simply wake up one day and realize that 

more of our lives and our futures are 

controlled and decided for us by government 

bureaucrats than we ourselves.   

As we look forward to the election in 2020 

and what appears will be a rhetorical battle at 

the top between socialism and capitalism, we 

must remember that we are quickly slipping 

toward socialism as we speak.  The Tax Cuts 

and Jobs Act of 2017 did not decrease the 

intrusion of the IRS into our lives, and didn’t 

slacken the growth of the Federal 

Government, so we have a long way to go to 

convince the rest of our Party and like-

minded voters just how serious this situation 

is. 

Our Creed 

We believe: 

That faith in God has guided the leaders of 

our nation since its founding and has 

provided the moral axioms according to 

which our system of delineated rights and 

laws was created. 

That a system of free enterprise that allows 

informed individuals to participate in 

transactions of their own volition generates 

the highest levels of productivity, inspires 

human ingenuity, and defends individual 

liberty, 

That all individuals are entitled to equal 

rights under our laws while they assume the 

responsibilities of citizens in a free society, 

That a proper judiciary administers the law 

following the strictest textual interpretation 

of each statute and legal precedent while 

restricting the government’s impingement on 

individual liberty to the least extent possible, 

That domestic peace and tranquility is kept 

by an informed and responsible citizenry 

whose right to self-defense is unimpeded,  

That enduring peace with our international 

neighbors is necessarily predicated upon a 

strong national defense, 

That government must ensure that youth are 

given instruction in the language arts, 

science, mathematics, and humanities that 

enable them to be productive citizens who 

appreciate the foundations and benefits of 

our constitutional republic, 

That good government acts when necessary 

on behalf of the people to preserve the free 

economy, administration of the law, 

education of youth, and security of the 

population while respecting individual 

liberty and remaining fiscally sound, and, 

That the goodness of government is measured 

by the prosperity of the people, not of itself. 


