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From the Chairman 

Fellow Members of Our Committee and 

Friends of Our Party, 

I’m writing to you at a sad time in our state 

politics, but an exciting time for the 

Republican Party in our county.  In a later 

section  I share my thoughts and some 

research about the recent decision to increase 

fuel taxes in Alabama.  It should be clearly 

understood that I did not support the material 

result of this decision, nor the manner in 

which it was made.  While I am always ready 

to debate the merits of policy proposals, I 

believe in an honest and open debate that 

allows full discussion to take place so the will 

of the people can be fairly considered.  

Because this legislation was a contradiction 

to the principles that many of us think our 

party stands for, I foresee a difficult period 

ahead of rebuilding our voters’ trust. 

I am very thankful and proud, however, that 

this task is made much easier for Republicans 

in Colbert County by our representatives in 

the state legislature, Senator Larry Stutts, 

Representative Jamie Kiel, and 

Representative Andrew Sorrell, who all 

voted against raising our taxes!  They didn’t 

have many friends this past week in 

Montgomery, but they have plenty here in 

Colbert County!  So, rather than spending the 

next 18 months on an apology tour leading up 

to the 2020 election, we can honestly claim to 

be leading a movement to reform our state 

Party back to the principles of limited 

government and precious liberty.  Please let 

these men know you support them and keep 

their example in mind when you’re out there 

spreading the message. 

Our work continues in building our county 

Party to equip ourselves for the challenges of 

being the majority Party and honoring the 

promises that we’ve made to voters.  I look 

forward to great things to come as we plan 

our fundraising season and the events for the 

primaries to follow.  It is like the hard work 

of a campaign right now, but I look forward 

to the day when our Party’s brand is firmly 

established and voters know our candidates 

will honor the values we proclaim. 

For now, thanks to all of you for your 

participation and support of our Party.  I look 

forward to seeing you on Monday, March 

18th, at 6:30 at Donna and Friends.  Also, 

please mark your calendars now for our 

meeting on April 22nd at the same time and 

place.  

March Agenda 

We’ll consider the following items during 

our meeting this month: 

• Colbert County Republican Creed – 

Motion to Adopt and Record as 

Annex A to the By-Laws 

• Proposed By-Laws Amendment to 

Add Article VII “Subcommittees” 

Alabama Republicans Vote 80-23 to Raise 

Fuel Taxes 50% 

On March 12th,  Governor Kay Ivey signed 

House Bill 2 of the 2019 special session to 

raise the fuel tax by 10 cents per gallon.  

Although the subject had been discussed, 

especially since the election, the rapid 

progress of the bill through the legislature 

and its ultimate signing into law was deeply 

disappointing and frustrating to many of us.  

In the days since the signing, I have spent 

time thinking about the political 

ramifications for our Party and about the best 

course to take for our future.  To explain my 

understanding of what these events might 
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mean to us, I’ll first tell a story from my 

political initiation from 28 years ago. 

On February 24th, 1991, the ground offensive 

was launched to liberate Kuwait and destroy 

the Iraqi Republican Guard.  I was stationed 

at Fort Knox, KY in C company, 2nd 

battalion, 46th Infantry.  My commander, 

Captain Mumm, told my platoon sergeant to 

take our platoon to the only room in the 

barracks with a television to watch President 

George H. W. Bush address the Nation.   

I had been a Republican, at least in my heart, 

beginning with the first presidential election 

I could recall, Reagan ’80, when I stood as an 

eight-year-old with my brother and cheered 

“Repub, Repub” as the map on TV turned red 

and our liberal college-student babysitter sat 

sullenly on the couch.  I had been a proud 

member of JROTC in high school as the 

Reagan administration had transformed the 

military from a post-Vietnam disaster to a 

state-of-the-art force with power and 

precision never before seen on earth.  I had 

seen M1 Abrams Tanks, Bradley Fighting 

Vehicles, and MLRS rocket systems 

introduced that on that night in February were 

slicing through the Soviet technology of the 

Iraqi Army like it was something from a 

museum.  I felt an indescribable pride as I 

watched President Reagan’s loyal Vice, now 

President, a decorated WWII hero, tell us 

how our well-trained, well-equipped, and 

fiercely committed forces were about to show 

a brutal despot what happens when he attacks 

our allies. 

Barely four days later the ground offensive 

was over.  General Norman Schwarzkopf 

staged an elaborate meeting with the Iraqi 

generals in the desert to sign his terms, and 

then returned to the United States to a ticker-

tape parade.  The following year would be an 

election year, and I thought President Bush 

would be unstoppable.  It seemed to me that 

all the Democrats had to offer, as usual, was 

a big joke.  Some redneck governor from 

Arkansas name Bill Clinton, who played the 

saxophone, had a lot of girlfriends, and 

admitted to smoking pot, but never inhaling, 

was all they could come up with.  I thought 

another term for President Bush was in the 

bag. 

Then came November 3rd, 1992.  I had gone 

to the Republican headquarters in 

Chattanooga to get “Bush-Quayle” signs to 

plant in a few yards, and proudly placed a 

bumper sticker on the back glass of my ’57 

Chevrolet pickup (which is still there to this 

day), but wasn’t much more involved in the 

campaign than that.   

 

The night of the election my girlfriend and I 

went to her parents’ house to watch the 

returns come sweeping in for what I thought 

was going to be a repeat of ’88.  My 

girlfriends’ parents were not politically active 

at all, and they and the rest of the family 
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watched the election coverage with mild 

interest and some amusement, and soon I felt 

like the only one in the room with a stake in 

the outcome.   

You know how the story goes from there.  It 

was not long before it became clear that 

“Slick Willy” would replace the storied 

figure of my youth, my hero, my Commander 

in Chief.  In a crowded living room I felt 

completely alone as the floor dropped out 

from under me.  I could not believe it.  How 

did this happen?  I had never been taken by 

such surprise before, and I have never been 

since.  I should have seen it coming, but in 

that moment I could make no sense of it.  

That was when I learned the power of a lie. 

The Iraqi invasion of Kuwait had dominated 

my attention in the later months of 1990, and 

I hadn’t realized the significance when the 

President signed the Omnibus Budget 

Reconciliation Act of 1990, raising taxes on 

Americans, and disregarding his pledge at the 

’88 Republican convention, “Read my lips:  

No new taxes.”  Looking back on that now, I 

guess it didn’t seem like a big deal to me in 

relation to all the great things my hero 

president had accomplished.  After all, he 

was a hero, right? He had led our nation to 

victory, right?  Best of all, he was a 

Republican, just like Reagan, right?  Well, in 

November 1992, apparently, those accolades 

and accomplishments weren’t enough to 

overcome what many saw as betrayal. 

It is clear to me now, looking back, that the 

voters that Reagan and Bush had brought to 

the polls in ’84 to sweep every state in the 

nation except Mondale’s home state of 

Minnesota, had not come out in the same 

numbers for Bush in ’92.  Bush had certainly 

supported the military like Reagan, so that 

wasn’t it.  He’d led us through the final years 

of the Cold War and dissolution of the Soviet 

Union, so that wasn’t it.  There had never 

been a single hint of scandal around the 

President, so that wasn’t it.  After a dip in ’91, 

the GDP was again growing at an annual rate 

of 3.5%, a respectable figure and one we 

haven’t seen since 2005, so that wasn’t it.  

The only thing left was taxes. 

Ronald Reagan had cut taxes in 1986 in the 

middle of a recession, leading our economy 

to 7.2% growth in 1984, a level we haven’t 

seen since.  He not only cut taxes, but he 

eloquently explained his reasoning to the 

American people, and as a young man I was 

listening.  He didn’t just tell us to be happy 

because we were getting to keep more of our 

own money, but reminded us over and over 

that the true strength of America was the 

human ingenuity and initiative that our 

system of freedom and liberty unleashed into 

the market place.  He told us that lowering tax 

rates would spur growth, and result in 

increased government revenues, and he was 

right.  Federal revenues increased by more 

than 75% during Reagan’s two terms in 

office. 

So 1990 wasn’t the first time taxes had ever 

been increased.  It wasn’t the biggest increase 

either.  But, there was a whole new group of 

voters out there who had been taught that tax 

increases were unnecessary, and more 

importantly, un-American.  They, and I 

include myself here, now associated growth 

in tax rates with growth in government, and 

therefore decreasing liberty. The 1990 tax 

increase wasn’t just a 3% bump in the top tax 

rate, it was just morally wrong.  Not only that, 

it was a Republican president going back on 

his word, making a liar of himself, and 
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betraying what had become the principle 

foundations of the Party. 

Over the years since then our Party has 

slowly come around to realizing, at least on 

the national level and in most states, that we 

stand for lower taxes, limited government, 

and liberty for people to chart their own 

destinies.  Along the way the Bush’s, 

McCain’s, and Ryan’s have done their best to 

squeeze in government growth where they 

could, but the election of President Trump 

could not have been a clearer indication that 

the voters who still believe in those Reagan 

lessons about freedom and limited 

government have decided that enough is 

enough.  Those lessons have stuck because 

they are true and they’ve been proven so over 

and over since we first learned them. 

 

On March 12th the Governor and 80 of 

Alabama’s Republican legislators chose the 

same path that President Bush chose 29 years 

ago.  Just like Bush, they knew their voters 

didn’t want it, and wouldn’t have voted for 

them if they’d known what they would do, 

but they did it anyway.  Again the excuse was 

that this decision was taking responsibility 

for our future and being fiscally responsible.  

Again it was determined that no other way to 

balance the budget could be found without 

going back to the people and taking more.   

In a fashion similar to the Omnibus Act of 

1990, Governor Ivey’s gas tax enjoyed 

overwhelming bipartisan support.  While 

Republicans in the state house voted 76% in 

favor of the bill, their Democrat allies were 

even more enthusiastic and approved HB2 

with 93% in favor.  In the state Senate the 

story was similar with Republicans voting 

81% to pass the bill, and their Democrat 

colleagues voting 86%.  The big difference 

from 1990 is that back then the Congress was 

held by the Democrats, and Leon Panetta was 

the sponsor of the bill.  In 2019 for Alabama, 

the Republicans hold super-majorities in both 

the House and Senate, so Republicans had the 

honor of shooting themselves, with 

Representative Bill Poole of Tuscaloosa  

firing the first shot. 

 

(Link to information about voting on House 

Bill 2.  Go here and search for “HB2” and a 

page with all steps and roll-call votes taken 

for its passage will come up.  

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/S

ESSInstrumentStatus.aspx) 

Of course the same argument was applied 

last week that was touted in 1990, that this 

was the only responsible thing to do and that 

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/SESSInstrumentStatus.aspx
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/SESSInstrumentStatus.aspx
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/SESSInstrumentStatus.aspx
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/SESSInstrumentStatus.aspx
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this was the only way to pay our bills.  The 

case for the federal government is more 

difficult to make, but for Alabama it is all 

too easy to show how wrong this argument 

is. 

Alabama is already taxed enough.  How do I 

know that?  I only know because I have 49 

other states to compare it to.  The Tax 

Foundation gives a great tool to use when 

comparing our overall state and local taxes 

to other states, and they call it the “tax 

burden,” which is defined as: 

A state’s tax burden is the portion of total 

state income that goes to state and local 

taxes. 

A complete explanation of the methodology 

used to develop these numbers is given on 

the foundation’s website here. 

The Tax Foundation’s most current report 

on tax burdens by state is posted on it’s 

website here.  The report covers all 50 

states, but for the best comparison we focus 

on Alabama’s neighbors in the Southeast. 

 

Of the eleven states shown, Alabama ranks as 

the fourth highest burden, just behind 

Arkansas, North Carolina, Georgia, and 

Florida.  With 8.7% of our total income going 

to state and local taxes, our rates are 14% 

higher than both Texas and Louisiana, and 

19% higher than Tennessee. 

 

Remember what Reagan taught us, that lower 

taxes means more growth?  Comparing 

Alabama to our Southeast neighbors, Texas 

and Tennessee (who don’t have income 

taxes, by the way), it is easy to see that for the 

past six years this relationship has held true.  

Of the three states, Alabama had the slowest 

growth rate in four of the six years between 

2012-2017.  We were below the national 

growth rate in all six of them.  And, for the 

period 2012-2017, Alabama grew 4.1% 

versus 14.7% for Tennessee, 20.2% for 

Texas, and 14.0% for the U.S. overall.   

The source for these figures is the Bureau of 

Economic Analysis at https://www.bea.gov/ 

The final lesson is that good and competitive 

tax policy leads to growth, and growth solves 

revenue problems every time.  A good 

example of this can be found in Tennessee.  

Both Tennessee and Alabama have roughly 

the same number of state and locally 

maintained road miles, around 100,000 each.  

Tennessee recently raised fuel taxes from 20 

cents to 26 cents per gallon, but is also 

eliminating the last state tax on income at the 

https://taxfoundation.org/state-local-tax-burden-rankings-methodology
https://taxfoundation.org/state-local-tax-burden-rankings-methodology
https://files.taxfoundation.org/legacy/docs/State-Local_Tax_Burden_FY2012.pdf
https://files.taxfoundation.org/legacy/docs/State-Local_Tax_Burden_FY2012.pdf
https://www.bea.gov/
https://www.bea.gov/
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same time (Tennessee passed a constitutional 

amendment in 2014 permanently outlawing 

state income tax).  At this new rate, 

Tennessee collects $11,500 for every mile of 

road annually.  This compares to Alabama, 

which collects, at current rates, about $6,500 

per mile of maintained roads.  After the 

increase of 10 cents per gallon, if fuel 

consumption remains the same, Alabama will 

collect about $9,300 per mile.  (Source here 

is the Federal Highway Administration at 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation

/statistics/2017/ , the U.S. Census, and 2018 

Revenue Reports for both states) 

How does Tennessee collect so much more 

revenue at a lower tax rate?  It is because for 

about the same number of road miles, 

Tennessee has about 2 million more residents 

who use about the same number of fuel 

gallons each year.  Tennessee has 

consistently outgrown Alabama in 

population and GDP for several decades.  At 

the beginning of WWII the populations of 

these states were about the same.  As of 2018, 

the state of Tennessee collected revenues of 

17.4 billion, compared to Alabama at 10.9 

billion, while taxing its residents at a 19% 

lower rate (7.3% versus 8.7%).   

A Creed for Our Party 

After our meeting in February, I made some 

changes to the draft Creed document that was 

circulated and discussed.  At the 

recommendation of David Black, the line that 

mentions our faith in God as the source of our 

moral framework has been moved to the 

beginning.  Also, an additional line has been 

added that addresses our beliefs about the 

role of government in education. 

I have checked, and nowhere in the U.S. 

Constitution is mentioned “education” or 

“schools.”  The concept of education is 

simply not mentioned specifically there.  

However, the state government’s role in 

education is defined in the Alabama 

Constitution in Article XVI, which reads in 

part: 

The legislature shall establish, organize, and 

maintain a liberal system of public schools 

throughout the state for the benefit of the 

children thereof between the ages of seven 

and twenty-one years. 

The same article goes on to provide that taxes 

are to be collected that are then distributed to 

the counties, who then provide schools for 

their resident children.  While the state 

Superintendent is responsible for supervision 

of the public schools, the counties are given 

the responsibility by the constitution for 

allocating the resources to provide instruction 

for their children.  It is with this responsibility 

in mind that I believe our Creed needs to 

address our view of the role of government in 

this task. 

Our discussions in Party meetings have often 

centered around our concerns about the status 

of education.  I have heard it expressed, and I 

agree, that our children are not taught to 

understand the foundations of our free 

society and the lessons in civics they need to 

interact with the systems of government that 

affect their daily lives.  Too often we find that 

our children’s text books are filled with 

explanations of the origins of our nation that 

at best overlook the fundamental concepts 

upon which our constitutional republic is 

built, and at worst, seem intent to assign 

blame for the world’s dysfunction on 

“American imperialism.”  What seems quite 

clear is that the curriculum in our elementary 

and secondary schools often does not reflect 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/statistics/2017/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/statistics/2017/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/statistics/2017/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/statistics/2017/
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the values and beliefs held by parents and 

citizens at-large. 

A closer look at the system reveals the reason 

for this disconnect, boards of education with 

severely restricted authority and an 

entrenched and well organized cohort of 

professional educators.  While board 

members are elected to represent the 

constituents of their districts, superintendents 

are elected by the county voters at-large.  The 

result is that the superintendent, who 

supervises policies and curriculum of the 

schools, is not accountable to the school 

board.  While it is not my intention here to 

offer specific solutions, I do contend that this 

is an area our Party must engage with 

vigilance and determination with the goal of 

finding candidates for office who will work 

to reengage our schools with the people they 

serve. 

With those thoughts in mind, I’ll offer the 

following revised language to be accepted as 

the Creed of the Colbert County Republican 

Party, to be recorded as an annex to our by-

laws: 

We believe: 

That faith in God has guided the leaders of 

our nation since its founding and has 

provided the moral axioms according to 

which our system of delineated rights and 

laws was created. 

That a system of free enterprise that allows 

informed individuals to participate in 

transactions of their own volition generates 

the highest levels of productivity, inspires 

human ingenuity, and defends individual 

liberty, 

That all individuals are entitled to equal 

rights under our laws while they assume the 

responsibilities of citizens in a free society, 

That a proper judiciary administers the law 

following the strictest textual interpretation 

of each statute and legal precedent while 

restricting the government’s impingement on 

individual liberty to the least extent possible, 

That domestic peace and tranquility is kept 

by an informed and responsible citizenry 

whose right to self-defense is unimpeded,  

That enduring peace with our international 

neighbors is necessarily predicated upon a 

strong national defense, 

That government must ensure that youth are 

given instruction in the language arts, 

science, mathematics, and humanities that 

enable them to be productive citizens who 

appreciate the foundations and benefits of 

our constitutional republic, 

That good government acts when necessary 

on behalf of the people to preserve the free 

economy, administration of the law, 

education of youth, and security of the 

population while respecting individual 

liberty and remaining fiscally sound, and, 

That the goodness of government is measured 

by the prosperity of the people, not of itself. 


