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From the Chairman 

Fellow Members of Our Committee and 

Friends of Our Party,  

I am about to leave for Auburn to attend the 

summer meeting of your Alabama 

Republican Party.  I want to leave all of you 

with information about the topics and 

resolutions that will be discussed.  Please feel 

free to ask questions of me or any of the other 

members of our county’s delegation to the 

state Party, and let us know your concerns 

that you want our state leaders to know about. 

We have an extremely busy time coming up, 

and I want you all to be informed and aware.  

Constitution Day (September 17) planning is 

speeding up and it is extremely important to 

have a quorum of members at the meeting on 

Monday, August 26, to pass the budget and 

allow us to pay our vendors.  Right after the 

dinner, our meeting on September 22nd will 

be when our county’s primary resolution will 

be approved for the primary to be held on 

March 3rd.  Don’t forget that we are 

supporting a booth at the State Fair on 

September 17-22. 

There is a lot to do, but CCREC has 

impressed me over-and-over with enthusiasm 

and hard work to get the job done.  That’s 

how we have gone from none to fourteen 

elected Republicans in just a few short years.  

We still have more to do, and our voters and 

the people of Colbert County are depending 

on us.  Let’s make it happen! 

Update County Board of Education, 

District 3, Democrat Mary "Bitsey" 

Moore Request to Join Republican Party 

Mrs. Mary “Bitsey” Moore attended the 

meeting of the Committee on July 22nd to ask 

to join our Party.  A quorum of 13 members 

were present to listen to Mrs. Moore’s 

reasons for switching parties and to ask 

questions.  The Committee voted by secret 

ballot in closed session, and a majority of 

members voted to reject Mrs. Moore’s 

request.  This leaves our committee with the 

urgent task of recruiting a qualified 

Republican candidate to run for election to 

the school board to represent district 3. 

August Agenda 

Following is the agenda for this month’s 

meeting.  

• Call to Order (Chairman), Prayer and 

Pledge 

• Roll Call /Establish Quorum 

• Recognize Guests 

• Approve Past Meeting Minutes 

• Approve Treasurer’s Report 

Business: 

• Chairman’s Remarks 

• New Business 

o Constitution Day Budget 

• Adjourn, Next Meeting August 26th, 

2019 

• Open Discussion: 

• Updates: 

o Republican Women of the Shoals 

Report 

o County Commission Report 

o Colbert School Board Updates  

o 2020 Candidates – Update 

Upcoming Events 

The following is the most current calendar of 

election events for the Committee.  The dates 
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listed for the upcoming primary qualification 

period are suggested by the ALGOP.  

CCREC has the option of setting its own 

dates, however, following publication of the 

ALGOP primary resolution, I will 

recommend these dates for the county’s 

qualification period.  The details of 

qualification for Republican candidates in 

Colbert County will be published in our 

primary resolution at the meeting in 

September. 

Keep these dates in mind when planning 

events and when discussing county politics 

with potential Republican candidates for 

office.  Please note that the proposed dates for 

qualification are a full three months earlier 

than 2018! 

Colbert County Committee Events Calendar 

Date 

(*) Indicates 

Subject to Change 

Event 

August 24, 2019 

ALGOP Summer Meeting.  

(State primary resolution will be 

approved at this meeting.) 

August 26, 2019 
Colbert Republican Executive 

Committee Meeting 

September 3, 2019 

Republican Women meet at 

Coach’s Steakhouse in 

Tuscumbia 

September 17, 2019 
Constitution Day Dinner at 

Robert Trent Jones clubhouse. 

September 23, 2019 

Colbert Republican Executive 

Committee Meeting 

Approval of county primary 

resolution. 

October 8- 

November 8, 2019* 

Candidacy declaration period 

open 

January 18, 2020* 
Deadline to report poll workers 

(45 days prior to election) 

March 3, 2020  Statewide Primary Election  

April 14, 2020  Primary Runoff Election  

November 3, 2020  Statewide General Election  

 

2020 Alabama State Fair 

The State Fair is here again!  The Committee 

will again occupy two booths to spread our 

message to fair-goers.  Our booths are 

together in the same building and location as 

last year.  The following are the dates and 

times the booths will be occupied:  Tuesday, 

Sept. 17 through Friday, Sept. 20 from 5pm-

10pm; Saturday, Sept. 21 from noon till 

10pm; and Sunday, Sept. 22 from noon till 

6pm.   

For more details about the schedule, see 

Debbie Black, who will bring the shift sign-

up list to the Committee meeting on 8/26.  

Anyone who’s done it can tell you that 

working at the Republican fair booth is one 

of the most enjoyable and rewarding parts of 

working in politics.   

CONSTITUTION DAY 2019 

From our Finance Chairman, Waylon 

Huguley: 

Greeting Colbert County Executive 

Committee Members and Friends! Our 

Constitution Day Dinner is quickly 

approaching and the Finance Committee has 

been hard at work. This promises to be an 

event that you will not want to miss. The 

plans are really starting the take shape and the 

tickets and tables are selling quickly. We are 

looking forward to hearing from Huntsville 

Mayor Tommy Battle as well as some U.S. 

Senate Candidates. We are excited that our 

State GOP Chair, Terry Lathan, has secured 

her ticket to the event! We are also very 

proud to announce that Bank Independent has 

come on board as one of our large sponsors. 
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Several people and businesses have secured 

table sponsorships and we hope to add to that 

number as the event draws closer.  

What we need from you.....PROMOTE, 

PROMOTE, PROMOTE!! Get your tickets 

or sponsorships early. Spread the word to 

other people and other possible sponsors. 

Share the Facebook links for the event and 

the online ticket sale link. 

To make donations to our Party and get your 

tickets or sponsor a table, visit 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/constitution-

day-dinner-tickets-69289780599 

I cannot close without saying thanks again to 

Probate Judge Daniel Rosser, Sara White, 

Melanie Huguley, and our own Chairman 

Phil Green for all of their hard work and 

dedication to making this event a success. We 

are also keeping Daniel in our prayers and 

thankful for his health. He’s been rock solid 

with communication even from Huntsville 

Hospital! Continue your remarkable recovery 

Judge! 

See you ALL September 17th! 

Waylon 

Alabama GOP State Dinner and Meeting 

Our Colbert County delegation will travel to 

Auburn to attend the ALGOP summer dinner 

and meeting on August 23rd and 24th.  

Members of the ALGOP executive 

committee are Phillip Green (county 

chairman), Fred Joly (elected place 1), 

Dennis Sorrell (elected place 2), John Reese 

(bonus seat 1), John Lackey (bonus seat 2), 

and Hannah Sorrell (bonus seat 3).  Andrew 

Sorrell, by virtue of holding the position of 

Vice Chairman of Congressional Districts 4 

and 5, is also a member of the ALGOP 

Executive Committee. 

I have received the itinerary for the meeting, 

including the previous meeting minutes and 

treasurer’s report.  For full copies of these 

reports, contact me and I’ll forward them to 

you.   

From the treasurer’s report:  ALGOP revenue 

for period ending July 31 was $414,510.51 

and expenses for the same period were 

$369,650.71 for a net income of $44,859.80.   

I have included the titles, numbers, and 

“resolved” paragraphs from all of the 

resolutions which are recommended by the 

resolutions committee for approval by the 

Executive Committee. 

RESOLUTION NO 2019-07: Opposing 

Constitutional Amendment (Amendment 

284) Supporting Appointed State School 

Board Members and Requiring Alabama to 

Use National Standards (Common Core Bait 

and Switch) 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that 

the Alabama Republican Party, acting by and 

through its State Executive Committee duly 

assembled, hereby expresses its strong 

opposition to Constitutional Amendment 

284; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 

leaders of the Alabama Republican Party 

hereby urge all persons to vote "no" on 

Statewide Amendment 1 (Constitutional 

Amendment 284) in order to retain our right 

to elect members of the Alabama State Board 

of Education, and the right of Alabamians to 

establish standards that uphold both 

Alabama values and academic excellence; 

and 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/constitution-day-dinner-tickets-69289780599
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/constitution-day-dinner-tickets-69289780599
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the staff 

of the Alabama Republican Party is hereby 

directed to give the widest possible 

dissemination of executed copies of this 

Resolution to the news media of Alabama, 

including all daily and weekly newspapers 

and all radio and television stations that 

broadcast news. 

RESOLUTION NO 2009-08:  

Commendation for Passage of the Human 

Life Protection Act 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the 

Alabama Republican Party that our 

Republican legislators and governor be 

commended for enacting this landmark 

legislation that has established the State of 

Alabama as the leader in fighting for the lives 

of the unborn. 

RESOLUTION NO 2019-09:  Regarding 

Elections of State Executive Committee 

Officers and National Committee Persons 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the 

Alabama Republican State Executive 

Committee that there be enacted a Standing 

Rule that elections for all State Executive 

Committee Officers and National Committee 

Persons be held at a location which is no 

farther north than the northern most 

boundary of the City limits of the City of 

Birmingham and at a location which is no 

farther south than the southernmost 

boundary of the city limits of the City of 

Montgomery. 

RESOLUTION 2019-10:  Seeking Criminal 

Penalties for Covering One’s Face While 

Engaged in Public Protests/Demonstrations 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; that 

the Alabama Republican Party calls upon 

our elected leaders to enact legislation that 

will make it a criminal offense to cover ones 

face while engaged in public protests or 

demonstrations of a political nature. 

RESOLUTION NO 2019-11:  Resolution 

Recognizing Former Chairman Bill 

Armistead by Naming he Alabama 

Republican Party Headquarters in His Honor 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that 

the Alabama Republican State Executive 

Committee recognize Bill Armistead by 

naming its headquarters "The Bill Armistead 

Building" and placing a plaque on such 

building to recognize this designation. 

Three additional resolutions were not 

submitted to the resolutions committee 

before the deadline, and will be offered from 

the floor at the meeting: 

RESOLUTION (no number assigned): 

Expressing the sense of the Alabama 

Republican Party that socialism poses a 

significant threat to freedom. liberty, and 

economic prosperity. 

RESOLVED, That the US Senate (and the 

ALGOP) - 

(1) acknowledges that Marxism and 

socialism are failed ideologies; 

(2) recognizes that socialism poses a 

significant threat to the freedom, liberty, and 

economic prosperity of all countries and 

people around the world; 

(3) accepts that socialism is a failed 

experiment of governance that inevitably 

ends in misery and suffering; 

(4) declares that throughout the history, 

tradition, and national civic spirit of the 

United States, the United States has been a 
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beacon of light shining like a lighthouse to 

the rest of the world, demonstrating that 

freedom and liberty are the surest foundation 

of government; and 

(5) affirms that the United States should 

never be a socialist country. 

RESOLUTION (no number assigned):  

Commendation of Our Governor and 

Legislature for Defending Alabama Values 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 

Alabama Republican Party strongly supports 

our school systems in their conduct of these 

educational efforts and commends our 

governor and legislature for passing these 

two bills which strongly reflect our Alabama 

values. 

RESOLUTION (no number assigned):  

Support for Rep. Ilhan Omar’s Expulsion 

from the United States Congress 

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Alabama 

Republican Party urges its elected 

congressional delegation to proceed with the 

expulsion process in accordance to Article 1, 

Section 5 of the U.S. Constitution to expel 

Rep. Ilhan Omar from the United States 

House of Representatives. 

ALGOP Proposed By-law Change for 

Delegate Selection 

At the summer meeting of the ALGOP 

executive Committee, an amendment to the 

by-laws will be considered that will change 

how our party selects delegates to the RNC 

National Convention.  In short, it is proposed 

that instead of delegates elected in the 

primary by voters, they would instead be 

elected by members of the ALGOP 

Executive Committee.   

A lead proponent of this amendment is 

former ALGOP chairman, Elbert Peters.  Mr. 

Peters has sent an email to Exec. Committee 

members encouraging them to support this 

amendment.  An editorial included in the 

email said that “a primary is a party function” 

and that selection as a delegate “should 

probably be a reward for party members who 

have worked hard for their candidates, and 

the party executive committee is more 

qualified to make those choices than the 

average voter.”   

I am personally very concerned with this 

proposal to centralize the delegate selection 

process.  While it is very likely that most 

voters are not familiar with the delegates 

listed on the primary ballot, I don’t think the 

solution is to exclude them from the process.  

Instead, wouldn’t it be better to provide 

voters with information about delegate 

candidates so they can make a more informed 

decision?   

We are living in an era when information can 

more easily be distributed than ever before.  

Organizations like the NRA publish short 

biographies for the candidates for board 

positions at each election.  Couldn’t ALGOP 

do the same for delegate candidates?   

It has been stated that selection to be a 

delegate should be a reward for “party 

members,” but isn’t the current process that 

requires candidates to appeal to voters and 

good way for citizens to become involved in 

their Party?  I have seen delegate candidate 

campaign signs and literature, and I’m sure 

most of you have too.  This process not only 

gets the message out about the candidate, but 

those signs have the Republican elephant on 

them as well, and that is a good thing! 
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A final paragraph of the editorial sent by Mr. 

Peters said that leaving delegate selection to 

the Executive Committee might “increase the 

chances of the Republican Party choosing a 

delegation that's more diverse in terms of age 

and race.”  This statement makes it clear that 

proponents of the amendment have, like 

many Republicans, fallen for the temptation 

to participate in “identity politics,” like the 

Democrats.  It is my position that the 

Republican Party should never give in to the 

idea of currying favor with segments of our 

population by favoring people based on their 

age, gender, race, or any of the multitude of 

other “identities.”  Let’s keep it simple and 

choose people to represent us based on 

integrity and merit! 

Below is the proposed language of the 

amendment.  Text that is struck will be 

removed and highlighted text will be added.   

ARTICLE IX, DELEGATES AND 

ALTERNATES TO THE NATIONAL 

CONVENTION 

Delegates to the National Convention shall 

be selected in accordance with the laws of 

this State, the rules adopted by the most 

recent Republican National Convention and 

the presidential candidate preferences of 

Alabama Republican voters, as expressed in 

the Alabama Republican Presidential 

Preference Primary election. Unless 

prohibited by such laws or rules, all 

Congressional District delegates shall be 

elected by the respective Congressional 

District Committees and the At-Large 

delegates shall be elected by the Alabama 

Republican Executive Committee in 

accordance with the results in the Presidential 

Preference Primary election. 

The maximum number of delegates and 

alternates permitted by the rules of the 

Republican National Convention shall be 

allocated to selection in the various 

congressional districts in the State. The 

remainder, if any, shall be allocated to the 

State at large. 

Prior to the congressional district meetings 

for the election of district delegates and the 

Committee meeting for the election of State 

at large delegates. candidates shall submit a 

Declaration of Candidacy and pay the 

required qualifying fee. 

Delegates candidates shall be elected by 

indicate in their Declaration of Candidacy the 

place number within congressional districts 

and or in the State at large delegate 

candidates and shall indicate the name of the 

presidential candidate to whom they are 

pledged, if any. Either the name of the 

presidential candidate so indicated, or, in the 

absence of such a pledge, the word 

"uncommitted", shall be shown in the 

Declaration of Candidacy, on the 

ballot above the names of the appropriate 

delegate candidates. Delegate candidates 

pledged to the same presidential candidate 

shall be listed on the ballot within place 

number in an order determined by a random 

drawing conducted by the Steering 

Committee. If State law should require such 

candidates to be listed in a different order, 

then delegate candidates pledged to the same 

presidential candidate shall be listed on the 

ballot within place number in such order as 

may be required by State law. Uncommitted 

delegate candidates shall be similarly listed.  

Alternate delegates shall also be selected as 

determined from time to time in a similar 

manner by the Congressional District 
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Committees and the Alabama Republican 

Executive Committee. 

A presidential preference primary resolution, 

which contains the details for the allocation 

of delegates and alternates based on the 

results of the presidential preference primary, 

shall be adopted by the Committee prior to 

the presidential preference primary. 

Groundrules on the election of Delegates and 

Alternates may be developed by the Steering 

Committee and approved by the Committee, 

provided these groundrules do not conflict 

with this Article and the presidential 

preference primary resolution. 

Colbert County School Superintendent 

2020, A Race We Need to Run 

Several Committee members and I are 

looking for candidate(s) to run for 

superintendent of our county schools.  I 

thought to check the qualification 

requirements when I began this search and I 

wasn’t surprised to find  the law to be crafted 

to ensure that these positions can only be 

filled from within the current cadre of career 

educators, and likely AEA members.  

Does this deserve a second look?  

Considering the stagnant/declining outcomes 

we see in our public schools (15% of 3rd 

graders in Colbert can read at grade level 

according a report Ricky Saint told me 

about), we clearly and urgently need reform. 

Reform almost never comes from within.  

What’s the point of all these certifications?  

We have a failing system that needs a 

reformer, but the law requires us to choose a 

participant, with administrative level 

experience of course, in that very system.  

This is a subject I want to focus on in the 

future. 

For now we have the task to find a candidate 

who meets the current statutory 

qualifications.  This is likely the most 

important race in 2020 for our Party and our 

county.  We need all members and friends of 

our Party to join in the search far and wide. 

I have included that text from the law that 

lists the qualifications for superintendent.  

Please note that candidates do not need to live 

in Colbert County.  This is important, and 

widens our possible choices significantly. 

Section 16-9-2 

Qualifications of superintendent. 

(a) The county superintendent of education 

shall be chosen for his general fitness and 

character and shall be a person of recognized 

ability as a school administrator. No person 

shall be eligible for appointment by any 

county board of education or for any political 

party nomination, or for election to the office 

of county superintendent of education unless 

such person: 

(1) Holds an Alabama certificate in 

administration and supervision based upon 

requirements established by the State Board 

of Education for such certificate; 

(2) Has had not less than five years of 

experience in public school work at the time 

he assumes office; 

(3) Submits proof to the State Superintendent 

of Education of three years of successful 

educational experience as a teacher, 

principal, supervisor, superintendent, 

educational administrator or instructor in 

school administration during the five years 

next preceding his appointment or election; 

(4) Submits proof to the county board of 

education that he holds a degree from a 
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recognized four-year college or university; 

and 

(5) If such person is to be appointed by the 

county board of education, submits proof to 

the county board that he is knowledgeable in 

school administration. 

(b) A county superintendent of education, 

whether elected or appointed, need not be a 

resident or qualified elector of the county in 

which he is to serve. In every county where 

the county superintendent of education is 

elected by popular vote, he shall be 

nominated and elected in the same manner as 

other county officers are nominated and 

elected under the state election laws. 


