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From the Chairman 

Fellow Members of Our Committee and 

Friends of Our Party,  

On June 29, barring any unforeseen 

calamities, the CCREC will meet again after 

126 days of COVID-19 hiatus.  I’ll have more 

to say later about the restrictions we must 

comply with, but I want to thank Donna and 

Friends restaurant for hosting us once again. 

I want to make a very special announcement.  

On May 29 the ALGOP counted votes in the 

mail-in election for alternate delegates to the 

RNC convention.  I’m 

pleased to tell you that 

among the delegates 

elected was our former 

Committee chairman, 

Fred Joly.  I want to 

congratulate Fred on 

being elected, and wish 

him and Linda a safe 

trip to Charlotte, NC.  I have faith that the 

RNC will find a way to have a successful 

convention in the face of a very important 

election.   

Things are busy despite the pandemic, and I 

anticipate a busy summer for campaigns as 

restrictions loosen and politics heat up.  I am 

beginning to get commitments from 

organizers and volunteers for upcoming 

events, so look for more information both 

here and on Facebook.     

Always remember to call or drop me an email 

if you have any questions or suggestions that 

you’d like to pass along to me or the rest of 

the Committee.  The CCREC Facebook page 

is also a great way to keep in touch. 

Phill Green, Chairman, CCREC 

Trump-Pence 2020 “Keep America 

Great!” 

Last week I was asked by an associate 

member to verify the official address for 

donations to support the Trump-Pence 2020 

campaign.  In these times it is important to 

make sure we are not sending money to 

scammers using fake websites and addresses.  

So, I wanted to make sure I confirmed any 

information before I gave an answer. 

I first did some looking on the internet and 

found that  

www.donaldjtrump.com  

seemed to be the official website of the 

campaign.  I searched for a physical address 

where donations could be sent.  At the 

following URL, 

https://secure.donaldjtrump.com/donate 

I found a page for making online donations as 

well as the following information for those 

who wish to mail a check: 

Mail: To contribute by mail, please send a 

personal check made payable to the “Donald 

J. Trump for President, Inc.” to: 

Donald J. Trump President, Inc 

C/O Trump Tower 

725 5th Avenue 

New York, NY 10022 

(Please include your full name, address, 

email address, occupation and employer in 

the envelope.) 

The website seemed completely authentic, 

but I wanted to be sure, so I contacted Reed 

Phillips at the ALGOP to get his opinion.  

Reed confirmed that the address above was 

also listed on the Donald J. Trump for 

President committee filings with the Federal 

http://www.donaldjtrump.com/
https://secure.donaldjtrump.com/donate
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Election Commission, the department 

responsible for reporting all campaign 

contributions/expenditures.  So I looked up 

the campaign on their website at 

www.fec.gov and found the Trump 

campaign. 

 

The campaign committee is listed as 

“DONALD J. TRUMP FOR PRESIDENT, 

INC.” which also appears at the bottom the 

website www.donaldjtrump.com 

 

Based on these checks, I am confident that 

sending donations through either the website 

or the physical address mentioned above will 

ensure they go to the official campaign of the 

President. 

As an addendum, I thought I’d pass along the 

figures I saw on the fec.gov site for the 

President’s campaign.  For the period 

01/01/2019 to 04/30/2020, the campaign has 

received $82,802,471.87 from individual 

contributions, but during the same period 

expenditures have been $106,577,146.13.  

Since money has been transferred from other 

committees, the campaign still has over 

$100M cash on hand, but it was interesting to 

know that expenditures have been more that 

contributions and there’s still five months to 

go.  Of course I want to remind everyone that 

we have local Republican candidates that we 

need to support, but it is good to remember 

that a Trump reelection will help our cause as 

well. 

HB 366 and the Muscle Shoals School 

Board 

Below is an article I decided to put together 

after reading the news and hearing from 

friends and fellow Republicans about a recent 

effort to change the Muscle Shoals school 

board from an appointed body to an elected 

one.  While the CCREC has not taken an 

official position on this issue, it is good 

opportunity to learn more about issues our 

Republican representative, Andrew Sorrell, 

has been taking from his campaign to 

Montgomery.  It is also a chance to see how 

local issues are dealt with at the state level, 

and the politics involved. 

Chronology of HB366 

House Bill 366 was introduced by 

Representative Andrew Sorrell on March 3rd.  

In summary, the bill was written to require 

the city of Muscle Shoals to hold a 

referendum “at the same time as the citywide 

election in August 2020,” to ask residents of 

the city if they wished to elect members of 

their school board. 

From the text of HB366: 

The question on the ballot shall read as 

follows: "Do you favor changing the Muscle 

Shoals City Board of Education from an 

appointed to an elected board? 

"Yes (___) No (____)." 

http://www.fec.gov/
http://www.donaldjtrump.com/
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The bill passed the House of Representatives 

on March 10 with 12 yeas, 0 nays, and 89 

abstentions.  (It is important to note here that 

most legislators who don’t represent the area 

affected abstain from votes on local issues.  

Rep. Jamie Kiel, district 18, chose to abstain 

even though he did sign the bill out, allowing 

it to be passed from the Local Legislation 

Committee and sent to the floor for a vote.)  

Those representatives voting “yea” were 

England, Faust, Greer, Hurst, McMillan, 

Reynolds, Warren, McCampbell, Sells, 

Shedd, Sorrell, and Standridge.  The bill was 

then sent to the Senate. 

After arriving in the Senate, the bill was 

passed, with no amendments, on May 8 by a 

vote of 28 yeas, 0 nays, and 0 abstentions.  

(I’m not sure why senators don’t seem to 

have the same tradition of abstentions as seen 

in the House.)  Once again, another member 

of the Colbert County legislative delegation, 

Senator Larry Stutts, was instrumental in the 

process by signing the bill out, ensuring that 

it could be brought to the Senate floor for a 

vote.  Sen. Stutts also voted to approve the 

bill.  Having been approved by both the 

House and Senate, HB366 was then 

forwarded it to Governor Kay Ivey’s office 

for her signature on May 8. 

According to the Alabama Constitution, a bill 

can become law as long as it is not vetoed, 

with or without the Governor’s signature, and 

on the afternoon of May 18, with the House 

ready to adjourn, Rep. Sorrell was expecting 

his bill to cross that final hurdle.  However, 

just before the official end of the session, he 

says the Governor “sent her legislative 

liaison to hand me the letter advising me of 

the veto about sixty seconds before we 

adjourned the session sine die.”  He went on 

to say that while his bill had been on the 

Governor’s desk for eight days, he had 

received no calls from the Governor’s office 

to discuss the bill or her intention to veto it.  

The timing of the veto seems to me to have 

been intentionally planned so as not to allow 

Rep. Sorrell any time to get the bill 

“repassed” and override the veto. 

Supporters and opponents of HB366 

Rep. Sorrell says that he introduced HB366 

to fulfill a promise he had made to voters 

when he ran for election in 2018.  He said that 

people had expressed to him their desire to 

elect the members of their city’s board of 

education and he was determined to give 

them the chance to vote on this question.  He 

said that he believes the referendum would 

have passed “overwhelmingly” if it had been 

allowed to happen. 

A good indication of the support among 

voters for appointed versus elected school 

boards is the local voting on the proposed 

amendment that Governor Ivey had 

championed during the primary election and 

that would have changed the Alabama state 

board of education from an elected body to 

one appointed by her.  The question on the 

March 3 primary ballot read: 

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution 

of Alabama of 1901, to change the name of 

the State Board of Education to the 

Alabama Commission on Elementary and 

Secondary Education; to provide for the 

appointment of the members of the 

commission by the Governor, subject to 

confirmation by the Senate; to change the 

name of the State Superintendent of 

Education to the Secretary of Elementary and 

Secondary Education; to provide for the 

appointment of the secretary by the 
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commission, subject to confirmation by the 

Senate; and to authorize the Governor to 

appoint a team of local educators and other 

officials to advise the commission on matters 

relating to the functioning and duties of the 

State Department of Education. (Proposed by 

Act 2019-345) 

You may recall that this amendment was 

defeated when more that 75% of Alabamians 

voted “No” on March 3rd.  Of course this was 

a clear message that the Governor and the 

majority of voters were on opposites sides of 

the issue.  Looking further into the election 

data, one finds that people voting in precincts 

within the city limits of Muscle Shoals were 

even more opposed to an appointed state 

school board when compared to the rest of the 

state, with more that 77% voting against it.  

With the concept of an appointed board of 

education at the state level being so soundly 

rejected, it is hard to imagine that these same 

voters would be in favor of an appointed 

board at the city level.  After the March 3rd 

primary, this idea had been presented to the 

voters of Muscle Shoals, they had considered 

it, and they’d rejected it overwhelmingly. 

Up to this point we have established that State 

Rep. Sorrell and the rest of the Colbert 

County delegation to Montgomery were in 

favor of giving the voters of Muscle Shoals 

the opportunity to choose whether or not to 

elect their own board of education.  The 

voting data from the primary election 

strongly indicates that such a referendum 

would have succeeded in creating an elected 

board.  However, there were some voices of 

opposition. 

In an article about HB366 in the May 14 

TimesDaily, outgoing president of the 

Muscle Shoals BoE, Mr. Ferrell Southern, 

was clearly not in favor of an elected board, 

and went so far as to cast suspicion about why 

the question was brought up in the first place.  

Southern boasted that his board had “done 

about as well as we could do right now,” 

indicating he saw no chance that a board 

elected by the people could mean any 

improvement to the school system.  He 

further indicated his confidence in the 

successful performance of the board by 

harkening back to the old cliché “If it's not 

broke, why fix it?"   

Besides assuring readers that things were fine 

just as they are, Southern went on to draw 

into question the motives behind HB366 

when he said "This was not brought on by our 

stakeholders.”  Did Southern mean by 

“stakeholders” the students, who certainly 

hold the most important stake in this issue, or 

parents, or school faculty and administrators?  

He did not elaborate. 

The same article quotes Muscle Shoals 

Superintendent of Education Chad Holden.  

Holden was previously a member of the 

Lauderdale County BoE, elected as a 

Democrat, and has been active in the 

Alabama Education Association, an 

organization of educators with a long history 

of working closely with the Democrat Party.   

The incoming superintendent was even more 

explicit in his opinion that there was no need 

for an elected board and that “The school 

system has been successful for a long period 

of time…".  He went further to express his 

concern that an at-large election could 

‘negatively impact minority representation 

on the board.’ 

In another article on May 22, following the 

veto of the bill, Holden was more talkative 

about his opinions on the matter, saying that 
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“School issues are sometimes emotional…” 

and that he could see how “…emotional 

situations could be influenced by a board 

member thinking on re-election…”  Holden 

further elaborated on a concern he had 

expressed in the May 14 article, saying 

"Proposing a political referendum in the 

midst of a global pandemic made no sense to 

me…"  Turning his statement of concern into 

a clear indictment of the values and motives 

of Rep. Sorrell and the rest of the Colbert 

legislative delegation, he continued "It just 

didn't line up with what our priorities should 

be right now, and that's the health and safety 

of our citizens. I'm shocked that the 

legislators felt that it was a priority now." 

This last quote was straight out of Democrat 

presidential nominee Joe Biden’s playbook.  

Just ten days before Holden was interviewed 

by TD, on May 12th, Biden was interviewed 

by George Stephanopoulos on ABC’s Good 

Morning America.  Biden was asked by 

Stephanopoulos: “So what did you know 

about those moves to investigate Michael 

Flynn and was there anything improper 

done?”  Biden responded by attempting to 

minimize his involvement, and then 

proceeded to cast aspersions on the 

President’s motives, saying: “Can you 

imagine any other President of the United 

States focusing on this at the moment when 

the country is just absolutely concerned about 

their health…we have a health crisis.  This is 

all about diverting attention…”   

I must say that I was astonished at the 

similarity in tactics between Biden and 

Holden.  It is as if both of them have adopted 

the idea that while the coronavirus is still out 

there, the electorate and their elected leaders 

must devote to it their undivided attention to 

the exclusion of all other matters.  I look for 

more of this kind of rhetoric as we approach 

the elections in November. 

The now former superintendent, Brian 

Lindsey, was also quoted by TD in support of 

keeping an appointed school board.  Lindsey 

corroborated the positions of both Southern 

and Holden that the Muscle Shoals system 

was performing well, dismissing any need for 

changing how its leadership is chosen.  To 

support his claim, Lindsey stated that “…the 

proof of its effectiveness is the fact the 

system ranks as one of the top in the state 

academically.”  He later referred to data that 

supported the high ranking of the schools, but 

didn’t give a specific reference for either this 

data or the ranking system.   

To Lindsey’s point about data supporting 

Muscle Shoals as a top-ranked system, he’s 

correct, but there are factors involved that 

explain good performance in schools besides 

the wisdom of their school boards.  The 

Public Affairs Research Council of Alabama 

has used the percent of students eligible to 

receive free lunches as a normalizing factor 

to better compare school systems with similar 

income levels.  The plot below represents the 

average ACT composite scores from 2018 for 

students from schools across the state to show 

how Muscle Shoals compares. 



 

 

Colbert County 

R e p u b l i c a n  
        May 2020, Vol. 2, Iss. 5 

May 2020  Page76 

 

The trendline shown was calculated by 

PARCA, and the data for Muscle Shoals is 

very close to what this trend would have 

predicted based only on the proportion of 

students who are eligible to receive free 

lunch.   

While chart above clearly shows that Muscle 

Shoals test scores follow the trend of schools 

across the state, I was curious to know how 

the schools in the Shoals area compared with 

each other.  So, I took data for local schools 

and plotted them on a separate chart.  Since 

none of the other schools in the Shoals had 

free-lunch eligibility rates comparable to 

Muscle Shoals, I added data for Hartselle and 

Arab, who’s rates are very close.  As I 

expected, the results followed the same trend 

as seen across the state: as free-lunch 

eligibility falls, average ACT scores increase. 

 

 

I had long expected to find this because of 

trends I had observed for twenty years living 

in Muscle Shoals.  I had seen the population 

grow more than 20% in that time, with new 

neighborhoods with ever increasing home 

prices being built, attracting more high-

income professionals.  Census data from 

2010 bears this out, showing that Muscle 

Shoals has higher levels of income and 

education and a lower poverty rate than other 

cities in the county. 

 

These disparities are important factors that 

contribute to the higher test scores in Muscle 

Shoals relative to neighboring systems.   

PARCA says that “Comparing schools that 

have similar demographics is a fairer way to 

evaluate relative performance” and I agree.  It 

is interesting to note that while the data above 

focuses on ACT composite scores, other data 

follow the same trend.  U.S. News ranks 

schools using data for graduation rate, 

college readiness, state assessment scores, 

and curriculum breadth.  Muscle Shoals 

ranked #27 in the state, which looks great, but 

they were edged out once again, as in the case 

of ACT scores, by Hartselle (#25) and Arab 

(#14).   

The last proponent of the appointed school 

board to be quoted in the May 22 article was 

Mr. John Saylor, an attorney and husband of 

Stephanie Saylor, board president of the 

School Hartselle Arab
Muscle 

Shoals
Florence Deshler Sheffield

Colbert 

Heights
Cherokee

Average 

Composite ACT 
22.2 22.0 21.8 20.4 18.4 17.7 18.8 17.4

Free Lunch % 17% 20% 20% 33% 34% 41% 62% 69%

Tuscumbia Sheffield Florence Muscle Shoals

% with High School 

Diploma
82.5% 80.2% 86.3% 91.0%

% with Bachelor's 

Degree
18.1% 21.3% 27.8% 27.2%

Poverty Rate 18.10% 23.70% 21.90% 8.50%

Per Capita Income $21,415 $24,597 $24,542 $28,807

Muscle Shoals 
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Muscle Shoals Education Foundation.  

Saylor had apparently been quite active in the 

effort to persuade the Governor to veto 

HB366 and claimed that he had both emailed 

and called her office to voice his opposition 

to the bill.  In the article he extolled the 

virtues of the “school board administration” 

as Southern, Holden, and Lindsey had done, 

and said he “…saw no reason to politicize our 

school system.”   

What caught my attention was the last quote 

from Saylor when he said:  “I’d much prefer 

a competent servant-leader to a politician in 

this position on a school board.”  I had heard 

the term ‘servant-leader’ before, but it had 

been many years and so I decided to look it 

up.   

It turns out that the term ‘servant-leader’ was 

coined by a retired AT&T human resources 

executive named Robert K. Greenleaf, in an 

essay he first published in 1970.  In his essay, 

Greenleaf describes the servant-leader as 

“servant first.”  He goes on to say that this 

kind of leadership “…begins with the natural 

feeling that one wants to serve, to serve first. 

Then conscious choice brings one to aspire to 

lead. That person is sharply different from 

one who is leader first, perhaps because of the 

need to assuage an unusual power drive or to 

acquire material possessions…”   

 
I take from Mr. Saylor’s endorsement of the 

‘servant-leader’ that he believes that the 

Muscle Shoals BoE is, or at least should be, 

made up of individuals who “make sure that 

other people’s highest priority needs are 

being served.” and that the city council is best 

equipped to determine who these people are 

and not the voters. 

How can people arrive at completely 

different conclusions about this simple 

subject? 

A great economist, social-theorist, and author 

whom I have admired for years, Dr. Thomas 

Sowell, wrote a book in 1987 titled A Conflict 

of Visions, in which he addressed this very 

question.  When I began reading this book, 

one of the first lines jumped out at me and 

seemed to describe the behaviors of people 

that I’d seen so many times: 

The same people line up on opposite sides of 
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different issues.  They have different visions 

of how the world works. 

Have we all not seen this?  Is it not 

predictable that the same people who believe 

that two men should be able to marry each 

other are the same people who believe that 

humans are causing Planet Earth to get too 

hot?  Are they not also the same people who 

believe that if the government took away 

everyone’s guns, we’d be safer, and if the 

government were in charge of healthcare, our 

people would be healthier?   

Are these issues related?  Not really, but the 

same people wind up on the same side every 

time.  Dr. Sowell attributes this to the fact that 

different people have different concepts, or 

‘visions,’ of how the world works. 

The first vision, most commonly held by 

people who consider themselves 

conservative and believe in limited 

government, is called the Constrained Vision.  

This vision of humanity accepts that people 

are not perfect, they mostly care about 

themselves, and they need laws and checks 

and balances to keep them from abusing 

power.  People are therefore ‘constrained’ by 

this human nature.  In his book Sowell quotes 

Alexander Hamilton, who said: 

It is the lot of all human institutions, even 

those of the most perfect kind, to have defects 

as well as excellencies -ill as well as good 

propensities.  This results from the 

imperfection of the Institutor, Man. 

As I read this I was reminded also of one of 

the fundamental concepts of the Christian 

faith as embodied in the words of the Apostle 

Paul in his letter to the Romans:  “for all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”   

Dr. Sowell goes on to explain that, according 

to this vision, a society is able to function 

humanely because people do, on occasion, 

put other’s interests above their own.  He 

attributes this to “…such intervening factors 

as devotion to moral principles…”  He says 

that people with the constrained vision prefer 

the rule of law and checks and balances since 

people can’t be counted on to always put 

aside their self-interests and do the right 

thing.  He points to the Founding Fathers as 

great examples of people who held the 

constrained vision of humanity. 

That leaves the Unconstrained Vision, which 

is the vision most commonly held by leftists 

and Democrats.  It is the belief that people are 

not constrained by a self-interested human 

nature.    On the contrary, people are 

inherently good and morally perfectible.  

Since they are not constrained by a selfish 

agenda, they can rise above those old thought 

processes and strive toward one common 

good, upon which we’ll all eventually agree.  

That means that decentralized processes are 

just inefficient antiques because there is just 

one really correct way of doing things, the 

perfect solution, and we should all join 

together and do that.  Since perfection is 

obtainable, there is no need for compromise.  

If someone disagrees with the perfect 

solution, then they’re either too stupid to 

understand it or they’re acting with malicious 

intent, evil. 

Of course if people are all capable of moral 

perfection eventually, according to the 

unconstrained vision, it stands to reason that 

some folks are more morally developed than 

others at any given time.  If these people are 

far enough along, they will no longer be 

vulnerable to the influence of power and can 
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be counted on to always act on behalf of the 

greater good.  These are the people who can 

be put in charge to steer us toward perfection.  

Sound familiar?  Ever wonder why some 

folks continue to bring back old socialist 

ideas that have led to the ruin of so many 

nations?  It is because they believe if we have 

the right people and we try hard enough, 

we’ll make it work, eventually. 

What does this story tell us about the politics 

affecting the Muscle Shoals school system 

and education in general? 

Of course the examples Dr. Sowell gives 

represent the extremes, but looking at the 

arguments made in the debate about the 

school board in Muscle Shoals, I can see 

similarities to his case for conflicting visions.  

It seems clear that those in favor of an elected 

board would subscribe to the constrained 

vision.  Giving voters the opportunity to 

decide in a referendum how to choose board 

members acknowledges that there are 

different opinions on the subject that have the 

right to be heard.  Likewise, the election of 

board members does the same, and opens the 

decision process to the public where 

candidates’ proposed solutions can be 

examined.  Finally, elected board members 

would be held accountable for their decisions 

and behaviors at each election.   

On the other hand, proponents of the 

appointed board appear to me to be closer to 

the unconstrained vision.  They begin their 

arguments by saying that the school board 

has already arrived at the best solution since 

they’ve ‘done about as well as they could do’ 

and there’s no need for anyone to change 

anything.  They imply that the current 

‘servant leader’ board members are quite 

well advanced along the path of moral 

development and can be counted on to look 

to other’s highest priority needs before their 

own.  Finally, they tell us that they, together 

with the Governor, are best equipped to 

decide this issue, and not the voters.  Besides, 

as Superintendent Holden worries, if it’s left 

up to the voters, they might just return to their 

old racist ways and discriminate against 

minority candidates.   

It is not my intention to turn every issue into 

a partisan one, but I thought this story 

revealed how different people, even friends, 

can find themselves on opposite sides of 

issues depending on their vision of how the 

world works.  I believe that these differences 

exist and are evident long before political 

parties come along to organize people to act 

on them.  This is why it is important to pay 

attention to the ‘non-partisan’ municipal 

elections, where policies, especially 

concerning school systems, affect most of us 

more directly that any other form of 

government.    

I do not take an official position on behalf of 

the CCREC whether the voters of Muscle 

Shoals should elect their school board 

members or not, but I do commend Rep. 

Sorrell on his effort to bring this issue to a 

referendum.  We know that the influence of 

the Democrat Party in the education system 

in Alabama has been strong for many years, 

but I trust the voters in muscle shoals to elect 

leaders who will represent conservative 

values.  Muscle Shoals has long been a 

stronghold for Republicans in Colbert 

County, and I think they will be heard. 

Sources: 

https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2020/05/

12/joe-biden-admits-he-was-aware-they-

asked-for-investigation-of-michael-flynn/ 

https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2020/05/12/joe-biden-admits-he-was-aware-they-asked-for-investigation-of-michael-flynn/
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2020/05/12/joe-biden-admits-he-was-aware-they-asked-for-investigation-of-michael-flynn/
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2020/05/12/joe-biden-admits-he-was-aware-they-asked-for-investigation-of-michael-flynn/
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https://parcalabama.org/alabama-high-

school-act-scores-for-the-class-of-2018/ 

https://www.usnews.com/education/best-

high-schools/alabama/rankings 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table

/scottsborocityalabama,hartsellecityalabama,

tuscumbiacityalabama,muscleshoalscityalab

ama,sheffieldcityalabama,AL/PST045219 

https://www.greenleaf.org/robert-k-

greenleaf-biography/ 

Alexander Hamilton, Selected Writings and 

Speeches of Alexander Hamilton, ed. Morton 

J. Frisch (Washington, D.C.: American 

Enterprise Institute, 1985), p. 390 

Thomas Sowell, A Conflict of Visions, New 

York, Basic Books, 2007 

Statement on Statewide Public Health 

Order Restricting Public Gatherings, 

Amended May 21 

I have confirmed with our hosts at Donna and 

Friends restaurant that we’ll meet in their 

room on June 29.  Such facilities are currently 

held to requirements in the state health 

officer’s order, amended May 21, but this 

document expires on June 3.  I anticipate that 

the new document will have similar 

requirements, so I’m posting some of them 

here.  We must keep these requirements in 

mind when planning our meeting, and that is 

why I have announced previously on 

Facebook that the priority for seating must be 

for Committee members.  For this reason, 

we’ll make an effort to post a video of the 

meeting on our Facebook page. 

The latest amendment of the State Health 

Officer’s “stay at home” order can be found 

at the following link. 

ORDER OF THE STATE HEALTH 

OFFICER  SUSPENDING CERTAIN 

PUBLIC GATHERINGS  DUE TO RISK 

OF INFECTION BY COVID-19  

AMENDED May 21, 2020 

The 3rd paragraph apparently covers 

gatherings like committee meetings and 

political events, and it reads: 

Non-work related gatherings. Effective 

May11, 2020, all non-work related 

gatherings of any size, including drive-in 

gatherings, that cannot maintain a consistent 

six-foot distance between persons from 

different households are prohibited. 

Later in paragraph 18, the document gives 

specific instructions to for restaurants. 

Insofar as such establishments offer on-

premises consumption of food or drink, they 

shall limit the party size at tables to no more 

than eight persons and maintain at least six 

feet of separation between people seated at 

different tables, booths, chairs, or stools.  

We will continue to keep these requirements 

and any future amendments in mind when 

planning campaign events.  If you are 

planning such events for a campaign and 

wish to discuss any details, feel free to get in 

touch with me anytime.  

http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/legal/o

rders.html 

June Agenda 

When we meet on June 29, our Committee 

will not have met for four months, and we 

will need to catch up and approve minutes 

and treasurer’s reports from back in 

February.   

Looking ahead, we must focus on the four 

Republicans running for election/reelection 

https://parcalabama.org/alabama-high-school-act-scores-for-the-class-of-2018/
https://parcalabama.org/alabama-high-school-act-scores-for-the-class-of-2018/
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/alabama/rankings
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/alabama/rankings
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/scottsborocityalabama,hartsellecityalabama,tuscumbiacityalabama,muscleshoalscityalabama,sheffieldcityalabama,AL/PST045219
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/scottsborocityalabama,hartsellecityalabama,tuscumbiacityalabama,muscleshoalscityalabama,sheffieldcityalabama,AL/PST045219
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/scottsborocityalabama,hartsellecityalabama,tuscumbiacityalabama,muscleshoalscityalabama,sheffieldcityalabama,AL/PST045219
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/scottsborocityalabama,hartsellecityalabama,tuscumbiacityalabama,muscleshoalscityalabama,sheffieldcityalabama,AL/PST045219
https://www.greenleaf.org/robert-k-greenleaf-biography/
https://www.greenleaf.org/robert-k-greenleaf-biography/
http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/legal/assets/order-adph-cov-gatherings-052120.pdf
http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/legal/assets/order-adph-cov-gatherings-052120.pdf
http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/legal/assets/order-adph-cov-gatherings-052120.pdf
http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/legal/assets/order-adph-cov-gatherings-052120.pdf
http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/legal/assets/order-adph-cov-gatherings-052120.pdf
http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/legal/assets/order-adph-cov-gatherings-052120.pdf
http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/legal/orders.html
http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/legal/orders.html
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in the fall with Democrat opposition.  During 

the summer and early fall our Party needs to 

plan events and raise funds while building 

Party recognition in the community.  We will 

have to monitor state-required COVID-19 

restrictions and carefully plan events that 

maximize impact while following the 

guidelines.  These activities will prepare us to 

have a significant impact on the election in 

November.   

The future events I see are at least two 

picnic/cookout events, the 2nd annual 

Constitution Day dinner, and a chicken stew 

in October.  Can we use these events to raise 

funds that the Committee can use to purchase 

campaign materials and media access on 

behalf of our candidates?  Our social-media 

presence is strong and growing, but 

additional funds will be needed to reach 

voters who don’t see us online.  Recent 

successful Republican campaigns have spent 

from $6,000-$40,000 to reach voters in our 

county.  Is it too optimistic to set a goal of 

$10,000 to help augment our Republican 

candidates’ campaign efforts?   

These are the questions I want members and 

supporters to think about.  Volunteers and 

contributions will be needed if we want to 

have an impact in November.  I look forward 

to an enthusiastic discussion in June.  See you 

then. 

2020 Second Primary “Runoff” Election: 

Reminders 

Nothing has changed since the last 

newsletter, but I want to send some reminders 

about the upcoming primary “runoff” 

election scheduled for July 14. 

Here are the deadlines associated with the 

run-off.   

• Deadline to register to vote is June 29. 

• Absentee ballot applications must be 

received by July 9.  

• If delivered by hand, absentee ballots 

must be received by July 13. 

• If returning by mail, absentee ballots 

must be postmarked by July 13.  

• Run-off election is July 14. 

Please note that absentee ballot applications 

already submitted will remain valid for the 

July 14 runoff election. 

Secretary of State John Merrill has been clear 

that anyone still wishing to vote absentee 

because of the COVID-19 epidemic should 

feel free to do so. 

Absentee ballot applications can be 

downloaded by clicking here. 

When submitting an absentee ballot 

application, please check the “illness” box as 

your reason for needing one. 

Please make sure to include a copy of your 

photo ID when submitting your absentee 

ballot application. 

You need to mail your absentee ballot 

application and copy of your photo ID to 

Colbert County Absentee Election Manager, 

Mark Eady: 

PO Box 740370, Tuscumbia, Alabama, 

35674 

Phone Number:  256-386-8511. 

Upcoming Events 

The following is the most current calendar of 

events for the Committee. 

Keep these dates in mind when planning your 

individual and campaign calendars. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gJQ4ga500EwvjQXrvNGldzYf8uJipJ3cxHxC42E6uTGeZ2LoKfwg3D6shuQmLBKBpRqmn4lvOh4-piZR8PEclRe9GvIjMaZdvJz2QPRB4bE7qLU584cyA8u9MHzJOFii340ODTqFDum3f0CfkFWR74-3jw3EtO7HLx83CZ08sRmjuipxyjLq7GDbLbesJf4esMdrIru27WEFV8e-6XfkJ--H0yPQpt7V_GPr4H7uEfCm7di_QOG4PA==&c=V9gDm3Zef93SdZb3jZx8SDYVWytCNWVxA76Ya38dZ3Sjv-9pLP-Bcw==&ch=uNjdC1nHMBZ6Tjgxda8J88OZmiMKngGieg1xSEWNEWKsm5yjtGVTaw==
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Colbert County Committee Events Calendar 

Date Event 

June 29, 2020 CCREC regular meeting* 

July 14, 2020  Primary Runoff Election* 

July 27, 2020 CCREC regular meeting* 

August 24, 2020 CCREC regular meeting* 

September 28, 2020 CCREC regular meeting* 

October 26, 2020 CCREC regular meeting* 

November 3, 2020  Statewide General Election  

*subject to current state restrictions on public 

gatherings and risk considerations. 

 

CCREC Special Events for 2020 

Below is reprinted from the April edition.  I 

am still working with organizers to make 

these events happen.  If anyone has any 

questions or is interested in volunteering, 

please let me know. 

A summer celebration in Littleville on July 

4th is being discussed.  Sponsors will be 

Commissioner Darol Bendall and 

Superintendent Candidate Chris Hand.  We 

are discussing the option of having a picnic 

style lunch from 11-3pm and allow residents 

and prospective new Republican voters to 

visit and pick up food while avoiding a large 

gathering.  We will wait to see what the 

conditions are and make more definite plans 

in early June. 

I have spoken to Commissioner Jimmy 

Gardiner about sponsoring a chicken stew 

event on October 3rd, from 11-3pm in 

Sheffield.  Again, this event will be 

dependent on the conditions in October, but 

we hold out the option of having folks come 

by and pick up stew and visit with candidates 

and, if needed, register to vote Republican.  

Look for more details. 

As you know, our first event was to be a 

picnic in Cherokee in April, but this event has 

been postponed.  I spoke with event organizer 

and 2020 candidate for county commission, 

district 6, David Isom, and plans will be made 

for a new date when it becomes clear when 

the current restrictions on public gatherings 

will be relaxed or ended.   

Last, and certainly not least, I very much 

want to see another successful Constitution 

Day Dinner on September 17th.  This year’s 

dinner will be on a Thursday at a location to 

be named later.  Last year this event raised 

awareness of our county and our Party, and 

brought in people from all over Alabama, to 

listen to our speaker, Mayor Tommy Battle.  

We’ll need this event to be a big fundraiser 

for our candidates who face opposition in 

November. 

Candidates for Alternate Delegates to the 

2020 RNC Convention 

Recently the Alabama Republican Party sent 

out the mail-in ballots to all ALGOP 

Executive Committee members for selecting 

alternate delegates to the RNC convention to 

be held August 24 to 27 in Charlotte, North 

Carolina.  The ballots included a short 

biographical sketch submitted by each of the 

candidates to help inform Committee 

members when making their selection.  I was 

impressed with the accomplishments and 

contributions many of the candidates listed, 

some of whom have been working in 

Republican politics for many decades.   

I thought that some of the delegate candidate 

bios would be informative to members, so I 

decided to include them here.  You will 

recognize both Fred Joly(elected May 29), 

our former CCREC chairman, and Jason 
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Tiffin, who visited and spoke to our 

Committee. 

At Large, Place 3 

Chris Brown - Jefferson County 

Chris Brown lives in Vestavia Hills, AL. 

Former 2-term Chairman of Congressional 

District 6 for the Alabama Republican Party. 

Former Chairman of the Jefferson County 

Republican Party. Former 2-term Chairman 

of the Young Republican Federation of 

Alabama. Current Treasurer for the Jefferson 

County Republican Party. Current Vice 

Chairman for Congressional District 6 for the 

Alabama Republican Party. 2-time Delegate 

for Alabama to the Republican National 

Convention in 2008 and 2012. Father of 

Parker. 

Richard Finley - Jefferson County 

Richard Finley joined the Alabama 

Republican party in 1976 - founded the 

Alabama Republican Council. Served as a 

member of the state executive committee and 

the steering committee for over 18 r,ears. 

Attended 4 National Conventions. In 2017 

presented with the "National Black 

Republican Trailblazers' Award by "Blacks 

Americans for a Better Future" 

At Large, Place 6 

Phillip Bahakel - Shelby County 

Our family was blessed with a Special Needs 

child and Special Needs grandchild. Our 

children's future depends upon us promoting 

our REPUBLICAN VALUES. I 

STRONGLY support President Trump and 

pray for him. I have previously been elected 

as a Republican Judge and have qualified for 

various other Republican offices. 

Memberships include Capitol Club, Madison 

County Mens, Shelby County Executive 

Committee and Co-Founder of Shelby 

County Politics Facebook. 

William N (BiD) Dunn - Shelby County 

I have been a lifelong Republican having 

voted for every Republican Presidential 

nominee since Gerald Ford. When Donald 

Trump was elected, I made plans to attend his 

inauguration. I was able to take my son (then 

14) and daughter (then 11) to Washington to 

experience the Lincoln Memorial rally, 

inauguration ceremony and parade. If 

selected as an alternate, my son (now 18) will 

attend the convention as my guest as he 

prepares to vote in his first election. 

At Large, Place 8 

Charles Knight - Shelby County 

TRUMP Supporter, Veteran, Christian-

Conservative. ALGOP State Executive 

Committee Since 1994. Led Ballot Security 

efforts in Alabama to "Protect-the- Vote" 

working with Elected and ALGOP Officials. 

Shelby County GOP since 1990 • Finance 

Director - Shelby County GOP. GOP 

Federal, State and Local campaigns. 

Volunteer security services for ALGOP 

headquarters, events and conventions • 

Provide Ballot Security and physical security 

services to state and locals campaigns. 2016 

RNC National Convention - Alternate 

Delegate, security for ALGOP Delegation. 

1996 RNC National Convention 

Terrie Ryan - Conecuh County 

Transplanted from Colorado, I am member of 

Conecuh County Republican Committee; I 

frequently attend Escambia County 

Republican meetings. In 2016, America 

elected a true citizen-statesman, Donald 
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Trump; and I intend to take an active part 

getting him re-elected. I believe he can "Keep 

Ameriea Great:' At 73, attending the RNC 

convention may be my last chance to be part 

of the bigger picture getting the right man 

elected for President. 

At Large, Place 9 

Arthur Scott Hults - Jefferson County 

Life-long Republican - 26-year Alabama 

resident. As a teen, worked on Richard 

Nixon's California Governor Campaign. 

Volunteered for NY Mayor John V Lindsay 

(1966-69) • AL Delegate candidate for Mike 

Huckabee (2008) • AL At-large Delegate 

candidate (2012) • Retired U.S. Navy Captain 

(43-years of service) • Navy Liaison Officer 

for FIMA to Alabama (1998-2001) • 

Bachelor's and Master's degrees in 

Communication. I'm 77 years-old. This is 

likely my last chance to attend a Republican 

Convention! 

Tom Powers - Chilton County 

I am Tom Powers and married to Renee' 

Gentle Powers (currently District 6 

Chairman) for 44 years. My great grandfather 

and grandfather both served as elected 

Republicans and I am a lifelong Republican. 

I was appointed by Gov. Riley in 2007 to 

serve an unexpired term as Chilton County 

Tax Assessor. I currently serve on the Chilton 

County Republican Executive Committee 

since 2010. I served as a RNC Delegate in 

2012. May I have your vote? . 

At Large, Place 12 

John Amari - Jefferson County 

Father of five children. Attorney since 1974 • 

Served as a Republican State Senator from 

1988 to 1998 • Elected Republican Senate 

Leader unanimously twice; served for eight 

years. Served as Jefferson County District 

Court Judge from 2009 to 2019. During 

tenure as a judge, prohibited from 

involvement in non-judicial races. After 

leaving the bench, worked for the election of 

Republican Circuit Court Judge Teresa 

Pullium, Republican District Court Judge 

Bentley Patrick and Republican District 

Court Judge Danny Crowson. 

Deborah Hunter - Baldwin County 

Baldwin County Republican Executive 

Committee. ALGOP Executive Committee. 

Helped organize local candidate forums. 

Secured and worked in Daphne GOP 

headquarters in 2016 • Participated in 

Alabama GOP "Strike Force" get out the vote 

effort in the Florida panhandle, which 

included: phone banking, campaigning in 

Pensacola neighborhoods, distributing signs 

and flyers, knocking on doors, volunteering 

at the Trump rally Pensacola and staying 

through election night 2016 with other 

volunteers to watch the televised results of 

the Florida win thanks to panhandle! 

At Large, Place 13 

Greg Fanin - Baldwin County 

A lifelong Reagan Republican, I voted for the 

first time in 1988 for G.H.W. Bush (41). I 

worked on many campaigns to elect some 

truly great Republicans. I graduated from 

Samford University in 1994. I have been a 

member of the US armed forces for 25 years 

performing 4 complete tours of duty in Iraq 

and being combat wounded on tour 5. It has 

been a pleasure serving our great country. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Chad Hanson - Jefferson County 
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I am asking for your vote to become an 

Alternate Delegate at the Republican 

National Convention. I am a Judge on the 

Alabama Court of Civil Appeals and a 

resident of Trussville. A lifelong Republican, 

I support President Trump and the 

conservative policies his administration 

advocates. I would consider it an honor to 

receive your vote and represent Alabama at 

the convention. Please contact me should you 

have any questions: 205-223-7001 or 

judgechadhanson@gmail.com. Thank you! 

At Large, Place 19 

Tern Blalock - Baldwin County 

Born in Selma, AL, 1946. 1970 Samford 

University Graduate. Member Sigma Nu 

Fraternity. Orange Beach resident 35+ years. 

Board of Adjustment vice-chairman. Orange 

Beach Lions Club member and past 

president. Usher Captain and SPR committee 

member, Gulf Shores United Methodist 

Church. 10 years with Balfour Class Rings. 

39 years in school fundraising (Southern 

Living, Reader's Digest/Time Inc., World's 

Finest Chocolate) • Owner and operator of 

Paddled By-You Kayak Rentals - Proud 

member of the ALGOP and Capitol Club. 

Arthur Ray - Montgomery County 

My name is Arthur Ray and I would like your 

vote for Alternate Delegate to the 

Convention. I am a lifelong Republican and 

have held many leadership positions with the 

Young Republicans (many years ago!), State 

GOP, and my local GOP Executive 

Committee here in Montgomery County. I 

would like to accompany my wife, Supreme 

Court Justice Kelli Wise, and my daughter to 

the convention as an alternate, so I would 

appreciate your vote! 

At Large, Place 23 

Marcy Simpson Brown - Mobile County 

I'm a member of the Mobile County 

Republican Party, State Capitol Club, 

Alabama Republican Assembly, Azalea City 

Republican Women, and Women For Trump. 

With over 15 years in local government, 

currently the administrator for Creola, and a 

master's degree in political management, it's 

time for me to step up and be a voice in the 

Republican Party. I am a Proud Conservative 

Republican Woman and wish to be a part in 

getting President Trump reelected. 

James Henderson - Morgan County 

Member ALGOP State Executive 

Committee. Member County GOP Executive 

Committee. Trump Delegate to RNC, 2016. 

Endorsed by Alabama Republican Assembly 

for Trump Delegate. Endorsed by 

Conservative Christians of Alabama for 

Trump Delegate. Selected for opening 

prayers for President Trump's visits. Retired 

Army Colonel. Retired Manager, Northrop 

Grumman. Ordained minister. Director, 

Alabama Alliance Against Abortion. 

Chaplain, Sons of American Revolution. 

Chaplain, Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

Chaplain, Vietnam Veterans 

At Large, Place 26 

Ginger McCord Barbee - Jefferson County 

Ginger McCord Barbee has been a lifelong 

Republican and has served actively in her 

Trussville community. She is a retired 

teacher of 33 years and is also an attorney. 

She has been a Trump supporter from the 

beginning and wants to continue the excellent 

work the President is doing. Ginger pledges 

her support for President Trump and 
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promises to work diligently representing 

Alabama at the Republican National 

Convention as an alternate delegate. 

Joe Domnanovich - Jefferson County . 

Current member of State Committee. 

President of ALELECT Consulting. Working 

on Political data for over 40 years • Provided 

targeting data & consulting to Congressional, 

Gubernatorial, U.S. Senate, Statewide and 

local campaigns. Worked with the Alabama 

Republican Party under numerous Chairmen. 

Worked for many Republican Counties get 

out the vote efforts. Provided targeting data 

to National Polling firms. Maintain Alabama 

historic Election data. I ask for your vote. 

Thanks! 

CD-4, Place 2 

Carson M Butler - Etowah County 

Born and raised in Etowah County where my 

family and I have had been richly involved in 

campaigning and fundraising for GOP 

candidates since my birth. At the age of 

seven, I attended my first convention in NYC 

with my family. With your vote, I will attend 

once again, as YOUR Delegate this year. I am 

working to actively grow our party and reach 

today's youth, ensuring the longevity of our 

party. 

Jason Tiffin - Franklin County 

I'm Jason Tiffin and I'm asking for your vote 

to be an alternate delegate for President 

Trump. I ran in the primary in Congressional 

District 4, Place 2 and finished second to 

Mack Butler. I have always voted Republican 

and early on it was because "that's what my 

family did". I am working to strengthen the 

Franklin County Republican Committee and 

have also attended Colbert County meetings 

in the past. Thank you for your consideration.  

(Special Note:  Jason visited the CCREC 

and spoke to our Committee) 

CD-4, Place 3 

Dona Barnes - Etowah County 

I am a member of the Alabama GOP Capitol 

Club and have been active in various 

Republican activities and a huge proponent 

of President Trump. During the 2016 

campaign, I was part of the Alabama Strike 

Force in Florida going door to door 

campaigning for Trump, and was a volunteer 

at one of his rallies. I plan to campaign for 

him again this year! Thank you for 

considering me as an alternate delegate. 

Glenn Garrison - Franklin County 

Consultant to Wells Fargo. Independent 

technology consultant for over 35 years 

(www.Garrisonl.com) • MBA – Keller 

Graduate School of Management. I feel like I 

have contributed in turning Franklin County 

Republican (from 100% Democrat) in the last 

5-7 years. NRA Certified Instructor. Chief 

Range Safety Officer (CRSO) • Hobbies 

include land development, shooting, 

beekeeping, hunting, farming, construction, 

trading options. My family has been in north 

Alabama since before the 1790 census. I am 

a 13th generation Alabama resident. 

Fred Joly - Colbert County 

Born and raised in Colbert County, AL • 

Devoted Republican, active in politics since 

1968 presidential election. Retired Military 

Officer 1994. Joined the Colbert Count 

Republican Committee in 2012 • Elected 

Republican Committee Chairman in 2016 • 

During term converted Colbert County to a 

Red County - changed 11 elected offices to 
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Republican .2016 ran for State House 3rd 

District against a 24 year incumbent - ran first 

opposition race for 3rd District in Colbert 

County history. Member of Alabama 

Republican Committee since 2012 


