
 

 

Colbert County 

    R e p u b l i c a n  
                                               PO Box 4201 • Muscle Shoals, AL • (256) 762-4072 • colbertgopchair@pm.me 

July 2021 Vol 3, Iss. 5 

 

July 2021  Page71 

From the Chairman 

Fellow Members of Our 

Committee and Friends of Our 

Party,  

After spending some time out of 

town recently, it is good to be back home and 

focused on some very important tasks for our 

Party.  Most of you know by now that our 

county Party’s biggest event of the year is 

Constitution Day, September 17th, and this is 

also the time when we must make plans to 

represent our Party at the annual state fair.  

But just as important, although not as visible, 

is the work we must do to get ready to qualify 

another outstanding slate of Republican 

Candidates for 2022.  This is the work that 

goes into providing our county’s Republican 

voters with candidates who will represent 

their values and developing the additional 

resources to help those candidates become 

successful. 

This is why it is important to stay involved, 

come to meetings, and support our Party 

during this critical time.  We had great 

momentum from our local election successes 

in 2020, but we must make sure we don’t lose 

it.  The critical victories that we need in 2022 

to see reform-minded Republican 

government in the courts and in the sheriff’s 

department in Colbert County will be built on 

the work that is done in the hot days of late 

summer 2021.   

Please remember that we are still looking for 

more volunteers to work at both the Fair and 

Constitution Day.  Don’t hesitate to email or 

call if you want to be a part. 

The next meeting of the CCREC will take 

place on July 26th at 6:30pm in the back 

meeting room at Donna and Friends 

Restaurant, located at 1325 Avalon Ave, 

Muscle Shoals. 

Watch Facebook and your email for more 

information about coming events and 

opportunities. 

Phill Green, Chairman, CCREC 

Guest Speaker for July:  Greg Cook, 

ALGOP General Counsel and 2022 

Candidate for Alabama Supreme Court 

Our guest speaker for the July meeting of the 

CCREC is Florence native Greg Cook.  Greg 

graduated from Duke University in 1984, 

where he attended on an Air Force ROTC 

scholarship.  

After 

graduating, he 

was 

commissioned 

in the Air Force 

and served for 

four years, 

reaching the 

rank of captain.  

In 1988 he was 

admitted to Harvard Law School, where he 

worked on the Journal of Law and Public 

Policy alongside Neil Gorsuch.   

Upon graduating from law school in 1991, 

Greg returned to Alabama and began 

practicing law in Birmingham where he has 

been ever since.  Early in his law career, Greg 

also began working with the Republican 

Party.  As a young lawyer he served as a 

volunteer supporting Republican efforts 

during the infamous Bush v. Gore case 

involving the never-ending recounts of 

“hanging-chads” in Florida.  Later, he served 
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on the Jefferson County Republican Steering 

Committee, Executive Committee, and as 

general counsel for the county Party.  He 

went on to become a member of the Alabama 

Republican Executive Committee, where he 

has served for the past four years as general 

counsel. Along the way, Greg has developed 

special expertise in election law, trying cases, 

handling election disputes, and conducting 

recounts across the state.   

In addition to election law, Greg has written 

numerous legal articles and columns and 

conducted seminars providing continuing 

education for other lawyers.  He has served in 

leadership roles in the Alabama Bar 

Association regarding Business Torts and 

Antitrust, Bar Examiners, and Class Action 

and Derivative Suits.  His authorship includes 

the Alabama Rules of Civil Procedure 

Annotated (newest edition), Class Action 

Strategy & Practice Guide (ABA, 2018), and 

The Class Action Fairness Act: Law and 

Strategy (ABA, 2013 and forthcoming 2021) 

Greg and his wife, Kimberly, have been 

married since 1988.  Kimberly currently 

serves on the Vestavia Hills City Council and 

is a member of the Jefferson County 

Republican Executive Committee.  She was 

also a volunteer for the Alabama Strike Force 

during the election of 2020.  Greg and 

Kimberly have two sons, Geoffrey and Will 

(both Eagle Scouts), and one daughter, Mary 

Catherine, who worked for Republican 

Senators Lamar Alexander, Jeff Sessions and 

Richard Shelby.   

Greg Cook is seeking the Republican 

Nomination to fill the seat on the Alabama 

Supreme Court currently occupied by Justice 

Mike Bolin, who has decided not to run for 

reelection.  He is joined in the Republican 

primary race by Seventh Judicial Circuit 

Court Judge Debra Jones, who has 

announced she is running for the same 

position.  Greg is coming to address our 

Committee during our next business meeting 

on July 26th.  This is a great opportunity to 

host a candidate who brings a wealth of 

experience and knowledge to the race for the 

high-court, and I look forward to an engaging 

presentation and discussion. 

July Agenda 

Our next meeting is scheduled for July 26th.  

We will be focused on discussing upcoming 

events and ensuring their success.   

Upcoming Events 

Following is the most current calendar of 

events for the Committee.  The primary focus 

of activities will center around qualification 

of candidates for the important roles of 

sheriff, district judge, coroner, district 

attorney, and members of the county board of 

education for districts 1&6. 

Keep these dates in mind when planning your 

individual and campaign calendars. 

Colbert County Committee Events Calendar 

Date Event 

July 26, 2021 

CCREC regular meeting 

Guest: Greg Cook Candidate 

for Alabama Supreme Court 

August 23, 2021 CCREC regular meeting 

September 17, 2021 Constitution Day Dinner 

September 21-26, 

2021 
North Alabama State Fair 

September 27, 2021 CCREC regular meeting 

October 25, 2021 CCREC regular meeting 

November 22, 2021 CCREC regular meeting 
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Jan 2022 

Qualification for Sheriff, 

Colbert Board of Ed dist 

1&6, Coroner, District Court 

Judge, District Attorney,  

May 24, 2022 Primary Election 

November 8, 2022 General Election 

CCREC Special Events for 2021 

North Alabama State Fair 

The state fair will be held beginning Tuesday, 

September 21st through Sunday, September 

26th.  The fair was cancelled for 2020, but it 

is back on this year, and CCREC will be 

there.  Our Committee has operated a booth 

in the exhibit hall for several years and this 

has been an excellent opportunity to meet 

voters and potential supporters and their 

families in a comfortable atmosphere that is 

less intimidating than a political meeting. 

Candidates and Committee members, 

including associate members, are welcome to 

help set up and staff the booth this year.  We 

will create a subcommittee of volunteers and 

I’ll send out more information about how to 

sign up and help out in coming issues of this 

newsletter as well as by email and Facebook. 

Constitution Day 2021 

As we get closer to the 234th anniversary of 

the United States Constitution on September 

17th, plans for Colbert County’s celebration 

are coming together.  The planning 

subcommittee has started meeting and 

making decisions.  The individual ticket price 

will return to the $75 level from 2019, and 

sponsorships will be available again for $750, 

$1500, $2500, and $5000.  I will send out 

more information about sponsorships and 

sponsor incentives in future special editions 

about the dinner. 

We have been 

working to get a 

great speaker for 

this year’s event, 

and I am very 

pleased to 

announce that 

Alabama Supreme 

Court Chief  

Justice Tom Parker has agreed to deliver the 

keynote address.  Justice Parker was first 

elected to serve on the AL Supreme Court 

2005 as an associate justice.  He was 

reelected twice and was then elected Chief 

Justice in 2018.  In addition to his work on 

the judicial bench, Justice Parker, along with 

Congressman Gary Palmer, co-founded the 

Alabama Policy Institute, a conservative 

think tank that is dedicated to “influencing 

public policy in the interest of the 

preservation of free markets, limited 

government and strong families.”  Some of 

you may recall from the October 2020 edition 

that the API awarded AL Rep Andrew Sorrell 

with their “Conservative Policy Warrior 

Award” for, among other things, his votes 

against increasing the gas tax.   

Justice Parker is a strong supporter of the 

values embodied in both the ALGOP party 

platform and the Colbert County Creed, and 

I look forward to publishing more about his 

work and accomplishments as the time for his 

address draws closer. 

Many folks remember our dinner in 2019, 

which was held outdoors at the Robert Trent 

Jones golf clubhouse with the beautiful 

backdrop of the Tennessee River.  Some may 

also remember that it was a rather warm 

evening, especially for those of us wearing 

suits and ties.  Of course, with COVID 
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restrictions in 2020 we were concerned about 

a large indoor gathering and held the dinner 

in the Tuscumbia Railroad Roundhouse, with 

the doors opened up for a semi-outdoors 

environment.  This year we have decided to 

come indoors to one of the best venues for 

large groups in Colbert County, George’s 217 

in Sheffield.   

George’s has everything we need to have a 

fine catered dinner with live entertainment 

and audiovisual equipment for our speakers.  

The seating capacity approaches 300, giving 

us the space we need to grow the attendance 

of our event significantly.   

We will begin selling tickets and accepting 

sponsorships officially next week, but we 

have already received pledges of several 

thousand dollars!  We are counting on the 

generosity of our supporters to make this 

event the platform from which our Party’s 

candidates will launch the campaign to sweep 

elections for Republicans again in 2022!   

Look for more information in emails and on 

Facebook about special events coming up. 

A Colbert County Platform for Judicial 

and Law Enforcement Offices 

Much of the following section is reprinted 

from the May issue, with some additions and 

refinements.  I’m including this section in 

this and future issues in hopes of keeping the 

discussion about a possible county platform 

for these important races alive.   

In the March issue I made some arguments 

for expanding eligibility to candidates from 

outside the county borders to run for District 

and Circuit Judgeships.  I argued that this 

would serve to alleviate the reluctance of 

many candidates who quite understandably 

wouldn’t want to campaign against judges 

who run the courts where they practice law.   

I also discussed last month the desire to see 

statistics about case load and average 

processing times.  I have heard warnings that 

one should avoid “hurrying” justice, but if 

similar statistics can be accessed for multiple 

counties, by comparison it should become 

relatively easy to see when a local court is 

having problems with its case load.  It would 

then be up to informed voters to discern 

whether the backlog arose from inadequate 

resources or from dereliction.   

In addition to case processing times, would it 

help to post recidivism rates as well?  

Wouldn’t having information about how 

often criminals re-commit the crimes for 

which they’ve already been punished be an 

extremely valuable metric for voters deciding 
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who should be their next judge, sheriff, and 

legislators?  The people who investigate 

crimes, those who decide their punishment, 

and the ones who write the laws must all be 

held accountable for how well they protect us 

from criminals who, if allowed, will 

repeatedly take more property and threaten 

our safety. 

Would it be beneficial to have court dockets 

publicly posted on the internet?  The 

Alabama legislature has a system where 

voters may check the status of any bill online 

and read the language that is being 

considered.  This system gives visibility to 

everyone of the changes and additions to our 

laws under consideration and tells how 

legislators voted.  It seems quite sensible to 

have the same system for our courts.  This 

would allow residents to check any time to 

see what cases are in front of the court, what 

is their status, and which cases are coming up.  

While I’m reminded often that the courts are 

indeed already “public,” we should all realize 

how impractical it is for ordinary citizens to 

view proceedings they are interested in when 

they can’t even find out in advance when 

they’ll take place. 

Besides just posting the court docket, some 

courts have also begun live-streaming court 

proceedings.  What better way could there be 

to provide transparency for our courts than to 

allow people to watch from anywhere?  I 

have pasted a link below to a slate.com article 

about courts in Texas who live-stream their 

proceedings.  Internet technology has 

allowed this service to become practical, and 

with the COVID-19 pandemic, it has become 

much more prevalent by necessity.  This will 

be a new concept for a lot of people within 

the court system and without, but we already 

have great examples of where it is being 

successfully implemented.  With an 

expanding number of government bodies, 

from county commissions to school boards 

live streaming their proceedings, I think the 

best question to ask is: Why not? 

https://slate.com/technology/2020/08/zoom-

courts-livestream-youtube.html 

Up to this point the focus has been mainly on 

the courts, but what about the sheriff’s 

department and law-enforcement?   

Once again, I think that transparency in the 

form of regular public access to information 

about individual crimes and crime rates 

would serve as natural incentives for 

everyone, from the sheriff’s deputy to the 

district attorney, to bring to bear their best 

talents to reduce crime.  Additionally, 

increased awareness of law-enforcement 

activities will certainly encourage more law-

abiding citizens to assist in those efforts.  As 

residents become more aware, this allows 

them to bring their own personal knowledge 

of particular situations that will enhance 

deputy’s and investigator’s ability to seek out 

and stop criminal activity.   

It would be difficult to argue that more 

transparency wouldn’t lead to improvements 

and reform, but how is this transparency best 

provided?  Again, like with the courts, the 

ability to provide information using the 

internet is a resource that must be exploited.  

On the sheriff’s department website today, 

there is only general information about the 

department, its programs, and its services.  

There is nothing that would indicate how well 

the sheriff is doing his job.  There should be 

information about crimes and arrests along 

with information about trends, so that people 
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know if things are getting better, or getting 

worse.  In addition to just data, video press-

conferences and community updates should 

be posted where the sheriff could explain in 

detail his efforts and take questions from the 

press and individual residents. 

In summary, providing real transparency in 

the form of current and accessible 

information about criminal activity in our 

county, the efforts to discover and apprehend 

the criminals responsible for it, and the 

process by which they are held accountable 

by the courts, is something that Republicans 

can support as expectations for our next class 

of candidates.  The GOP is the Party of 

freedom, individual responsibility, and 

accountability in government.  As a Party we 

have cultivated a healthy skepticism of 

government, not believing, as the Democrats 

do, that we can somehow find sufficiently 

enlightened leaders who will eliminate 

inefficiency, waste, and corruption if we only 

give them enough authority and money.  

Instead, I believe that our desire for reform in 

these systems can only be achieved in the 

sunlight of public discussion and debate 

among the responsible residents of our 

county.   

I’ll leave this part of this ongoing discussion 

with some words of our Colbert County 

Creed. 

We believe: 

…That all individuals are entitled to equal 

rights under our laws while they assume the 

responsibilities of citizens in a free society, 

That a proper judiciary administers the law 

following the strictest textual interpretation 

of each statute and legal precedent while 

restricting the government’s impingement on 

individual liberty to the least extent 

possible… 

Qualification of “District” Offices:  Should 

County Committees Have a Role? 

I have been reviewing qualification 

procedures in the face of upcoming races in 

Colbert County, and I have some serious 

concerns.  Specifically, the state Republican 

Party will qualify candidates for District 

Judge and District Attorney next year, 

without the formal input of the county 

parties.  Both offices are qualified by the state 

Party chair, as required by statute (17-13-5) 

and according to past primary resolutions 

approved at the state level.  Given the long 

history of Democrat politics in our county 

and the fact that the Republican Party now 

enjoys the majority of support among our 

electorate, I am naturally concerned that 

candidates who supported the Democrat 

Party until a few minutes ago will begin 

showing up to qualify as Republicans next 

year. 

We have watched this trend as the GOP has 

steadily emerged over the last several 

decades as the Party that most Alabamians 

believe supports their values and interests.  

Members of county and state executive 

committees have struggled to create language 

in their by-laws and standing rules to prevent 

Democrat opportunists from taking 

advantage of our open primary system where 

they can present themselves as Republican 

candidates with little or no scrutiny of their 

political loyalties and beliefs.  I have seen 

many of these attempts fail, mainly because 

they’ve been attempts to apply some set of 

general conditions to qualification that 
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amount to loyalty tests or “litmus tests” that 

risk eliminating legitimate Republican 

candidates.  No system will ever be perfect, 

and ultimately it is up to Republican primary 

voters to decide who best represents their 

Party’s values, but leaving qualification as a 

simple administrative process to be handled 

by Party members who have no connection 

with the affected county is not reasonable. 

It occurs to me that a local county executive 

committee, comprised of dedicated 

Republicans with personal connections to the 

affected community and knowledge of 

potential candidates, is better equipped to 

review applications for qualification than the 

ALGOP Steering Committee, whose 

members, despite their loyalty to our cause, 

may never have even set foot in the county 

where potential candidates for office could 

serve. 

To this effect, I am asking the Steering 

Committee to consider language in the 

upcoming 2022 primary resolution giving 

local county committees a role to play in 

these qualifications.  I am requesting that the 

language below be added to the 2022 Primary 

Resolution: 

Each person desiring to be elected in the May 

24, 2022, Primary Election as the nominee of 

the Republican Party to a county, circuit, or 

district office, as defined in Section 17-13-5 

of the Code of Alabama of 1975, as amended, 

must file with the chairman of the county 

executive committee of at least one of the 

counties served by the office … 

Additionally, I recommend that language be 

added, as an additional subparagraph of the 

2022 Primary Resolution, describing 

deference by the “Candidate Committee” to 

the county executive committees: 

In the case of qualifications for circuit judge, 

district judge, circuit clerk, and district 

attorney the Candidate Committee shall 

qualify only candidates who are first 

qualified by the Republican Executive 

Committees representing at least one of the 

counties served by the circuit or district as 

appropriate. 

Of course, my recommended language will 

require candidates for circuit and district 

offices to qualify with both the state and 

county committees, but there would be no 

prohibition to submitting declarations of 

candidacy to both simultaneously.  It is 

simply requested that the Steering Committee 

or “Candidate Committee” at the state 

(ALGOP) level restrict qualification to those 

candidates who’ve already been approved by 

the appropriate county Committee.  The 

burden to ensure application to the county 

was submitted in time to allow for processing 

and approval prior to close of qualification at 

the state Committee would be incumbent on 

each candidate. 

I emphasize that qualification for these de 

facto county offices should be thoroughly 

scrutinized at the county level.  While the 

chances are small that qualification will be 

denied to any candidate, it is nonetheless an 

opportunity to formally emphasize the 

importance of every candidate’s relationship 

with our Party and its leadership at the local 

as well as the state level.  This can only result 

in our common values having a deeper 

influence on these important future leaders. 
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CCREC Dues are Payable for 2021 

Please recall that dues are payable for both 

CCREC and Associate Members.  The 

amount for 2021 was set by the CCREC in 

the January meeting at $25.   

Either CCREC or Associate Members may 

pay their dues with cash or check by bringing 

it directly to the next CCREC meeting, or 

mailing it to: 

CCREC 

P.O. Box 4201 

Muscle Shoals, AL  35662 
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