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From the Chairman 

I am happy to introduce everyone to the first 

edition of the monthly newsletter for the 

Colbert County Republican Executive 

Committee.  It is my intent that in a world of 

information overload from more media 

sources than anyone has the time to keep up 

with that this publication will be a source of 

regular and reliable information about the 

current activities of the Committee and the 

politics of Colbert County.   

It has been a busy week for me leading up to 

the February meeting with the ALGOP 

meeting in Birmingham and making plans for 

the Committee’s calendar.  In future editions 

I plan to include more information about 

upcoming events and news in the county.  I 

want to establish regular sections to cover 

specific topics of interest like the county 

commission, the school board, and ALGOP 

news.  Also, look for article contributions 

from fellow Republicans in our county about 

topics of interest to all of us. 

For now, thanks to all of you for your 

participation and support of our Party.  I look 

forward to seeing you on Monday, February 

25th, at 6:30 at Donna and Friends.   

Introduction to the Committee’s New 

Finance Subcommittee Chairman, Mr. 

Waylon Huguley 

For several years our Committee by-laws 

have mentioned the role of Finance 

Chairman, but it has not been filled.  Besides 

the mention in Article III that this position, 

along with the chairman of the “Permanent 

Organization Committee” and the president 

of the Colbert County Republican Women’s 

Federation, is a member of the Committee, no 

other description of it’s duties is currently 

written.  Most often in similar committees, 

the finance chairman is designated as the 

principle leader for all fund-raising efforts to 

support operations.  While our Committee 

has recently seen improved success in our 

fundraising efforts, most would agree that 

this area would benefit from the focus of 

talented leaders who are primarily 

responsible for it. 

I have recently become better acquainted 

with Mr. Waylon Huguley, who has attended 

our monthly meetings for several months.  I 

soon learned that Waylon was part of the 

recent campaign to stop the proposed 

increase in property taxes in Muscle Shoals.  

I knew that our Committee would benefit if I 

found a role for him that would take 

advantage of his extensive experience and 

political skills.  That is why I have decided to 

appoint him as the Chairman of the Finance 

Committee, and will submit a proposed draft 

of an amendment to the Committee by-laws 

with a description of this role. 

The following is an excerpt of the draft role 

description that I will submit for approval: 

• At the direction of the Chairman, the 

Finance Chairman shall plan and 

supervise fund-raising activities whose 

principle object is to meet the financial 

needs of the committee. 

• Fund-raising activities include, but are 

not limited to: dinners, rallies, and 

speaking engagements with 

distinguished visitors; individual 

engagements with current and potential 

donors; and campaigns using regular 

mail, social media and internet, and 

broadcast media to reach potential 

supporters and donors to the Committee. 
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• The Finance Chairman shall give a 

report of the activities of the Finance 

Committee to the Chairman during each 

meeting of the Committee.   

• The Finance Chairman shall be 

responsible to consult with the Treasurer 

and ensure all fundraising activities are 

in compliance with all applicable 

campaign finance and tax laws and 

regulations. 

Waylon has been married to Melanie Parsley 

Huguley for 25 years.  They have one 

daughter, Reagan (yes, after Ronald Reagan), 

who is in the 10th grade at Muscle Shoals 

High School. 

He is the current Vice President of 

Operations for Certified Alarm Company of 

Alabama, and is a former member of the 

Sheffield Kiwanis Club (1998 - 2012), 

serving in the capacities of Vice President, 

President, and Immediate Past President.  

From 2000-2012, Waylon served as a 

Sheffield City Councilman, and has been a 

policy member of the Committee for 

Community and Economic Development 

under the Alabama League of Municipalities.  

He is currently serving as a member of the 

Colbert County Community Development 

Commission for Alabama State House 

District 3. 

Please join me in welcoming Mr. Waylon 

Huguley, our new Chairman of the Finance 

Subcommittee, and member of our 

Committee. 

My New email Address 

I want to let everyone know that I have 

created a new email address just for 

Committee related messages.  The old gmail 

account is still active, and I still check it, but 

not as often.  My new address is easy to 

remember:   

colbertgopchair@pm.me 

This new address was created on a secure 

email server that I have started using called 

ProtonMail, which is a new, fee-based email 

service.  The company was started by a group 

of scientists working at the European 

Organization for Nuclear Research, known as 

CERN, which operates the largest particle 

physics laboratory in the world.  These 

scientists realized that emails sent on 

platforms like Gmail were being read by 

sophisticated computer programs that were 

looking for information for use in marketing 

for their clients.  They decided to create an 

email platform that allowed users to encrypt 

their messages before sending them across 

the server, leaving the server administrators 

no access to them.  This was in 2015, and 

today there are more than 1,000,000 users 

world-wide. 

 

Protonmail’s servers are located in 

Switzerland, and are outside of US and EU 

jurisdiction.  This is a comforting fact in a 

world where we’ve seen message metadata 

colbertgopchair@pm.me
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collection by the NSA and attempts by the 

IRS to use searches or key terms like 

“patriot” in the activities of organizations 

when determining their tax status.  While no 

one wants to create a hiding place for 

criminals, the correspondences between law-

abiding citizens should be respected as 

private.  For many years Title 18, Section 

1702 of the US Code has made it a federal 

crime to open mail that is not addressed to 

you.  The same protection should be 

respected regarding our electronic 

communications. 

In addition to their email service, ProtonMail 

also provides a virtual private network, or 

VPN, service.  A VPN allows users to encrypt 

all of their internet traffic, routing everything 

through servers throughout the world so that 

websites can no longer track their location.  

Using a VPN service is important if you don’t 

want your internet service provider to have 

access to watch everything you do online.  It 

is also critical when using public Wi-Fi 

networks to keep other users from stealing 

your information like passwords and 

contacts.  I like to use this feature to access 

websites in foreign countries from servers in 

the same country.  It is interesting to find that 

websites treat locals differently from foreign 

customers. 

For more information about ProtonMail and 

how to obtain your own secure email 

account, follow the link below. 

https://protonmail.com/ 

Colbert County GOP Website 

Boy Scout troops have websites: 

 

Other county Republican Parties have 

websites: 

 

So, why doesn’t Colbert County GOP have a 

website?  I get that question a lot.  We live in 

a time when to find information about any 

business or organization, most people start 

with the internet.  If we want to let people 

know we are here and get our message out, 

we need to have a website.   

A website is not just for advertising.  It can 

also be a good way to organize and keep 

information that all members need in a place 

where they can access it anytime.   

Most of us have been a part of a campaign 

before and know something about campaign 

websites.  Back in 2014 when I worked on 

Fred Joly’s campaign, we used a company 

called Nationbuilder to create a website.  I 

learned about this company when I visited 

Luther Strange’s website that was built using 

https://protonmail.com/
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their technology.  They are a unique provider 

because they specialize in serving political 

candidates and action groups.  Some good 

things Nationbuilder can do: 

• Host the Party’s website 

• Host an electronic donations page 

• Create a database of members and 

contacts 

• Create mass emails, text messages, and 

social media posts to engage members 

and website visitors 

• Organize groups of volunteers with 

custom messaging for activities 

 

Websites start at $29 per month.  This is quite 

a bit cheaper than the $20,000 that ALGOP 

pays each year for their website.  This month 

I’ll propose that we allocate funds to start a 

website with Nationbuilder. 

A Creed for Our Party 

Since 2014 our committee has discussed the 

adoption of a specific set of principles of 

proper government that we all agree on.  The 

idea of creating a document that records these 

principles for the Republican party first came 

from other states, who refer to it as their 

“creed.”  I plan to introduce a proposed draft 

of a creed for our county party during the 

February meeting. 

Our state party, the ALGOP, recently 

adopted a party platform at the summer 

meeting of the executive committee.  This 

was the first time I’d seen a state platform 

since I have been a member of the ALGOP, 

and I thought this was a good step.  The state 

platform provides county parties a good 

document to refer to about where we as a 

party stand on specific issues.  Anyone can 

read the ALGOP platform by following this 

link to the state party website: 

https://algop.org/algop-party-platform/ 

When one reads the state platform, it is 

immediately obvious that it is a mixture of 

general beliefs like: “We believe every 

human being is endowed by our Creator with 

inherent rights to life, liberty and property,”  

and positions on specific issues: “We oppose 

the implementation of the Common Core 

Curriculum.”   

A creed is not a platform with specific 

positions of particular issues that may change 

from one election cycle to the next.  Instead, 

like the creeds written by the early churches, 

it is a set of principle beliefs about a certain 

subject that never change.  In the case of my 

proposal for a creed for the Colbert County 

Republican Party, it is a set of principles of 

good and proper government that we, as a 

party, can agree on.  I’m sharing my current 

draft of the creed for you to review.  I will 

introduce the draft in the February meeting, 

and plan to make a motion to adopt a version 

that includes any amendments at the March 

meeting.  Below is the current draft. 

We believe: 

https://algop.org/algop-party-platform/
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That a system of free enterprise that allows 

informed individuals to participate in 

transactions of their own volition generates 

the highest levels of productivity, inspires 

human ingenuity, and defends individual 

liberty, 

That all individuals are entitled to equal 

rights under our laws while they assume the 

responsibilities of citizens in a free society, 

That a proper judiciary administers the law 

following the strictest textual interpretation 

of each statute and legal precedent while 

restricting the government’s impingement on 

individual liberty to the lowest level possible, 

That domestic peace and tranquility is kept 

by an informed and responsible citizenry 

whose right to self-defense is unimpeded,  

That enduring peace with our international 

neighbors is necessarily predicated on a 

strong national defense, 

That good government acts when necessary 

on behalf of the people to preserve the free 

economy, administration of the law, and 

security of the population while respecting 

individual liberty and remaining fiscally 

sound. 

That the goodness of government is measured 

by the prosperity of the people, not of itself, 

That faith in God has guided the leaders of 

our nation since its founding and has 

provided the moral axioms according to 

which our system of delineated rights and 

laws was created. 

Sweden:  Lessons for America? 

Have you ever heard Bernie Sanders talk 

about how great it would be if the United 

States were more socialist like Denmark and 

Sweden?  Well, Bernie is wrong about this, 

just like a lot of other things. 

Here is a link to a great video by Johan 

Norberg of the Free to Choose Network that 

tells the story of how Sweden became a 

prosperous nation through hard-work and 

ingenuity, almost ruined it with socialism, 

then learned their lesson.  This should be part 

of any good high-school curriculum.   

Sweden:  Lessons for America?  

https://youtu.be/jq3vVbdgMuQ 

 

Our Education System Leaves Our Youth 

Vulnerable to Manipulation 

I saw this article today and it suddenly hit me 

that the Russian government is using 

information operations, known as “I/O” in 

military circles, against us, and specifically 

our youth.  I realized their methods were a 

threat, like a lot of other people, but I hadn't 

recognized their strategic value before.   

It is clear now that the Russians, and probably 

many others, have surmised that our 

education system has degraded to the point 

that students have no foundation in civic 

awareness that would otherwise deflect the 

kind of propaganda that RT et al would 

stream out.  It is also clear that a sophisticated 

adversary like Russia can take advantage of 

this, using the infrastructure we've built, to 

steer public opinion enough to catapult 

figures like Bernie Sanders and Alexandria 

Ocasio-Cortez into the mainstream. 

Our party should focus on reform of the 

education system for many reasons, but this 

is becoming, if it isn't already, the most 

urgent one.  Candidates for offices from 

school board up to governor would do well to 

https://youtu.be/jq3vVbdgMuQ
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draw voters' attention to the specter of foreign 

propaganda shops easily manipulating their 

children, who've been left by their teachers to 

think that our nation's founding was 

illegitimate and that long-discredited Marxist 

concepts might deserve a re-look. 

https://thehill.com/policy/technology/techno

logy/430321-facebook-suspends-russian-

backed-facebook-pages-targeting 
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