
 

 

Colbert County 

  R e p u b l i c a n  
                                               PO Box 4201 • Muscle Shoals, AL • (256) 762-4072 • colbertgopchair@pm.me 

August 2020 Vol 2, Iss. 8 

 

August 2020  Page71 

From the Chairman 

Fellow Members of Our 

Committee and Friends of Our 

Party, as I am writing this message 

we are about ten weeks away from 

Election Day 2020 and the day 

when the American people, and the residents 

of Colbert County will make decisions that 

will affect all of us for years, and perhaps 

generations to come.  On November 3rd we 

will walk into the polls having endured four 

years of an unrelenting onslaught of 

desperate attempts by Democrats and their 

willing accomplices in Hollywood and the 

media to demonize and discredit all of the 

gains that we conservatives have made to 

take back control of a runaway government.  

Four years ago we took a chance and took 

Donald Trump at his word, that he would take 

control of our nation’s borders, appoint 

judges who follow the law and the 

Constitution, and get the government out of 

our lives when it doesn’t need to be.  He has 

rewarded our decision with faithfulness to 

most of our expectations, and it is in our best 

interest to do what it takes to give him four 

more years to come through on the rest. 

While on the federal level we are witnessing 

what happens when conservative 

Republicans are true to their word and take 

real action to “drain the swamp,” we are 

beginning to see the same transition in our 

county.  In 2019 we saw the first Republican 

majority on the county commission in living 

memory when Jimmy Gardiner joined our 

Party.  Now we have a chance in 2020 to 

solidify that majority with the election of 

David Isom in the 6th district and reelection 

of Darol Bendall in the 5th.  On top of that, for 

the first time ever we have a chance to finally 

elect a Republican, Chris Hand, to lead our 

county school system.  Decades of 

campaigning, door-knocking, hand-shaking, 

and countless dollars spent by hard-working 

candidates has finally given our side the 

chance to lead and show the people of Colbert 

County what they can accomplish when their 

leaders listen to them and give them the 

opportunity to make our county great again! 

Three of our four Republican candidates who 

face opposition in the fall election got a 

chance to visit with Congressman Robert 

Aderholt recently at his 55th birthday 

celebration at his home in Haleyville.  Chris 

and David represent the incoming class of 

county leaders who will need to build 

relationships at all levels of government, and 

this time with the congressman was an 

important step in that direction.  Aderholt 

faces a Democrat opponent in the fall as well, 

and we were glad for this opportunity to 

campaign together at his event that drew 

several hundred supporters on a beautiful 

Saturday afternoon. 

 

Despite getting a slow start, our plans have 

come together for our annual Constitution 

Day celebration.  This year will be much 

more casual, and we will meet at the railroad 

roundhouse in Tuscumbia on September 19th 
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from 5-9pm.  Our keynote speaker this year 

is AL Sec of State John Merrill.  Look for 

more details in the Events section below, and 

in Facebook and communications to follow. 

The Committee will again come together for 

a business meeting on August 24th at 6:30 at 

Donna and Friends restaurant on Avalon Rd.  

Please remember that while this meeting, as 

are all CCREC meetings, will be a public 

meeting, the priority for seating goes to 

voting members of the CCREC first.  We will 

defer to the restaurant staff when they think 

the capacity of the room has been reached. 

Always remember to call or drop me an email 

if you have any questions or suggestions that  

you’d like to pass along to me or the rest of 

the Committee.  The CCREC Facebook page 

is also a great way to keep in touch. 

Phill Green, Chairman, CCREC 

ALGOP Asks Counties for  Political Plans 

Earlier this year the Alabama state executive 

committee asked the county committees to 

provide them with a plan: 

…outlining what the county party plans to do 

during the election cycle. This could mean 

placing newspaper ads, putting up billboard 

signs, sending out direct mail, or even 

placing digital ads.  

Since being given this task, I have discussed 

with several fellow Committee members, the 

various options we have to communicate to 

voters in Colbert County the message of our 

Party and our candidates.  COVID-19 has 

complicated our efforts, but I have developed 

a plan that takes advantage of our social 

media presence and also uses traditional mail 

and phone calls to reach voters.  Below is a 

list of these methods and their estimated costs 

for the 2020 campaign. 

Colbert County Fall 2020 Election Plan Budget 

CCREC Campaign Effort Estimated Cost 

USPS Mail Advertisement 
Featuring All Candidates 
12,000 households x $0.50 
each piece 

$6,000.00 

Robocalls 
12,000 calls x 2 iterations 

$700.00 

Facebook Post Boosting 
10 posts at $10/each for 
final 5 days 

$150.00 

Total $6,850.00 

 

Currently the CCREC only has about $2,700 

in the bank, so if this budget gets approved by 

the Committee on August 24, we will need to 

raise just over $4000.00 before mid-October.   

 

We have all received countless requests for 

donations from various PACs, candidates, 

and the President’s reelection campaign.  

Many of these are important, and I have given 

to a few of them (warning: they send you 

more mail once you send them the first 

check!)  This is an opportunity to help in the 

races that will impact you the most in your 

daily life.   
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Think about what it will mean to finally have 

a solid Republican majority on the county 

commission, bringing reform and a 

conservative attitude to the process of 

deciding how our tax dollars will be spent.  

Think about how important it is to make sure 

that two experienced businessmen, David 

Isom and Darol Bendall, join the commission 

for the next four years.   

Also consider the future of our children, and 

the chance for Republicans to finally elect a 

superintendent of education, Chris Hand, 

who will bring our values to the job providing 

them a first-class education and teaching 

them to appreciate the many blessings of 

growing up in our great nation.  Together 

with Jackie Witt representing district 3, 

Republicans will finally get the chance to 

make decisions and implement a plan to 

reform our school system to compete with 

any other in the state.   

There are lots of ways to help out.  You can 

send a check to PO Box 4201, Muscle Shoals, 

AL 35662, or bring it to a meeting or one of 

our upcoming events.  Also, buy tickets to 

attend the Constitution Day celebration on 

Sept 19, or volunteer to help.  There are also 

opportunities to volunteer with our 

candidates campaigns.  If you are interested 

or need any information about how to help, 

call or email me at my contact listed above.   

August Agenda 

The Committee will approve the minutes for 

our last meeting on July 26th, as well as the 

August treasurer’s report.   

Important this month will be consideration of 

an amended budget for Constitution Day 

Celebration, to be held on September 19th. 

Upcoming Events 

The following is the most current calendar of 

events for the Committee. 

Keep these dates in mind when planning your 

individual and campaign calendars. 

Colbert County Committee Events Calendar 

Date Event 

August 24, 2020 CCREC regular meeting 

September 19, 2020 Constitution Day Celebration 

September 28, 2020 CCREC regular meeting 

October 26, 2020 CCREC regular meeting 

November 3, 2020  Statewide General Election  

CCREC Special Events for 2020 

Commissioner Gardiner will be sponsoring a 

chicken stew event on October 3rd, from 11-

3pm in Sheffield.  This event is positioned 

close to the final stretch for campaigns to the 

fall elections, and will be one last opportunity 

to get voters energized.  Look for more 

details we get closer. 

Unfortunately, the  North Alabama State Fair 

has been cancelled for 2020 due to COVID-

19 concerns.  We are sad to see this great 

event for our county, and awesome 

opportunity to represent our Party to 

thousands of voters, fall victim to concerns 

over the coronavirus pandemic.  We certainly 

look forward to getting back to the 

fairgrounds in 2021! 

CCREC Returns to the Tuscumbia 

Roundhouse for Constitution Day 

Celebration 2020 

The Railroad Roundhouse in Tuscumbia has 

been the sight of many great events for the 

CCREC, and this year we have chosen this 

venue as the site of our celebration of the 

mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me


 

 

Colbert County 

  R e p u b l i c a n  
                                               PO Box 4201 • Muscle Shoals, AL • (256) 762-4072 • colbertgopchair@pm.me 

August 2020 Vol 2, Iss. 8 

 

August 2020  Page74 

233rd anniversary of the signing of the United 

States Constitution.   

Our Party is sponsoring an event on Saturday, 

September 19th, 2020 at the Tuscumbia 

Railroad Roundhouse from 5-9pm.  

Activities will 

include food, 

music, speeches 

from all of our 

local Republican 

Candidates, with 

a keynote address 

from Alabama 

Secretary of State 

John Merrill. 

Watch your email and the CCREC Facebook 

page for coming details and make plans to 

join us.   

See the map insert below for the location of 

the Roundhouse.   

 

 

ALGOP Summer Meeting 

The ALGOP state executive committee held 

its summer meeting on August 1st in 

Trussville.  Attendance requirements were 

waived for the meeting due to COVID-19 

concerns, and there was some doubt that a 

quorum could be reached in order to conduct 

business.  However, despite not having a 

quorum at the meeting start time, eventually 

enough Committee members checked in to 

allow a formal business meeting to be 

gavelled in by Chairman Terry Lathan.  In 

addition to the members attending in-person, 

a video link was also provided to allow 

remote viewing of the proceedings. 

On the agenda was the election of the final 

two College of Elector members, which was 

done by paper ballot.  Next was the bylaws 

mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me
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committee report, and again a motion was 

made to amend the ALGOP bylaws to allow 

for delegates to the RNC to be elected by the 

executive committee instead of by voters in 

the Republican primary.  This amendment 

was not passed by the Committee.  Another 

amendment, to allow the Chairman to excuse 

absences by members due to declared states 

of emergency, was approved.  Finally, an 

amendment allowing Committee voting by 

email was passed.   

The resolutions committee brought several 

proposed resolutions to the floor for a vote.  

Following is a list of the resolutions 

considered and the outcomes of each vote. 

• Resolution opposing mandates for 

medical databases as violations of 

individual and medical privacy- 

PASSED 

• Resolution in support of defunding 

taxpayer funding of Planned 

Parenthood -PASSED 

Near the close of the meeting, a proposed 

change to the Committee’s standing rules 

was offered by fellow CCREC member and 

State Rep Andrew Sorrell.  The change made 

it a requirement for elected members of any 

party besides the Republican Party, to first 

switch to the Republican Party before 

qualifying as a candidate in the Republican 

primary election.  The change was adopted. 

How Do I Become a Member of the 

Republican Party? 

Often when people find out that I am a 

member of the Republican Party here in 

Colbert County, they ask how they can 

become members too.  I have written lots of 

emails and had many more discussions about 

the options people have to become a member 

of the Party.  I am always happy when I find 

out that more people want to get involved and 

support our Party and our movement, and I 

want to make sure as many people as possible 

know about how they can do this. 

First, it is important to know how the 

Republican Party is structured.  We all know 

about the Republican National Committee, or 

RNC, which is headquartered in Washington, 

D.C.  The RNC is responsible for the 

Republican Platform, fundraising, and 

political strategy at the national level.  Each 

state sends one national committeeman and 

one committeewoman to represent them at 

the RNC.  Alabama is represented by Paul 

Reynolds and Vickie Drummond, who were 

elected by the state executive committee.  

Mrs. Drummond is also the current Secretary 

of the RNC. 

Alabama’s Republican Party is lead by an 

executive committee comprised of members 

from throughout the state.  Each county gets 

to elect one member for every 20,000 persons 

living there.  Colbert County has a population 

of about 55,000, so we get 2 seats on the state 

committee.  These seats are filled when 

someone runs for them and is elected in the 

Republican primary in each gubernatorial 

election year.  Additionally, when we elect 

Republicans to office in our county, we are 

awarded “bonus” seats.  Currently there are 

14 elected Republicans in Colbert County 

and for this number the state Party gives us 3 

bonus seats.  Candidates are chosen by the 

county executive committee to fill these 

seats.  Finally, the chairman of the county 

executive committee is automatically given a 

seat on the state committee.  This means the 

total number of members of the Alabama 

mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me


 

 

Colbert County 

  R e p u b l i c a n  
                                               PO Box 4201 • Muscle Shoals, AL • (256) 762-4072 • colbertgopchair@pm.me 

August 2020 Vol 2, Iss. 8 

 

August 2020  Page76 

Executive Committee from Colbert County is 

6. 

At the county level is of course the Colbert 

County Republican Executive Committee or 

CCREC.  This committee is primarily 

responsible for qualifying candidates to run 

in the Republican primary elections, but is 

also tasked by the state Party to grow interest 

in our Party and get more Republicans 

elected by helping candidates with 

campaigns, organizing events, and 

fundraising.  In just 8 short years Colbert 

County went from having no elected 

Republican officeholders to 14 due in part to 

the hard work of the CCREC members and 

supporters. 

Following is a table showing the seats on the 

CCREC. 

To become voting member of the CCREC, a 

registered voters must follow these steps: 

• Qualify with the CCREC election 

subcommittee for a specific seat on 

the Committee during the 

qualification period for the primary 

election during the gubernatorial 

election cycle.  (qualification 

normally begins in January and ends 

in February of the year of the 

primary) 

• Campaign for election to the seat in 

the primary election.  Only voters in 

the Republican primary can vote for 

members of the CCREC.  Note: If 

only one candidate qualifies for a 

seat, their name will not appear on 

the primary ballot and they will 

automatically be installed in that seat 

following the election. 

• If elected, candidates assume office 

on the day following the governor’s 

primary.  Terms are four years, and 

end on primary election day of the 

gubernatorial election cycle. 

It is important to keep in mind that ALL seats 

on the CCREC are up for election every four 

years.  Registered voters who are interested 

in serving on the Committee should look for 

an announcement of candidate qualification 

in the beginning of 2022.   

Sometimes seats become open during the 

regular term of the Committee.  Currently 

there are 23 occupied seats on the 

Committee, leaving 8 open.  There are open 

seats in district 1 (1 open), district 4 (3 open), 

and district 6 (1 open).  In addition, the 

chairman of the permanent organization 

committee is currently open, as well as two 

appointments reserved for the chairman of 

the CCREC.  These open seats may be filled 

Description No of Seats 

District 1, places 1-3 3 

District 2, places 1-3 3 

District 3, places 1-3 3 

District 4, places 1-3 3 

District 5, places 1-3 3 

District 6, places 1-3 3 

At-Large, places 1-7 7 

President, Colbert County 

Republican Women's 

Federation 

1 

Chairman, Permanent 

Organization Committee 
1 

Chairman, Finance 

Committee 
1 

Chairman Appointments 3 

Total 31 
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by a vote of the CCREC according the by-

laws: 

ARTICLE III, COMMITTEE 

MEMBERSHIP 

4) The Committee must elect members to fill 

vacancies. 

Anyone interested in serving in one of these 

positions is encouraged to attend regular 

meetings of the CCREC and seek 

opportunities to support our Republican 

candidates before approaching the 

Committee to request election to the seat. 

Social-Media Censorship Comes Home to 

Colbert County 

Earlier this month I was shocked to see that 

the Facebook censors had finally made their 

presence known to members of the CCREC 

page.  I had read about this kind of censorship 

and attempts to warn users about supposedly 

false or misleading information, but seeing it 

happen on our page made me aware of just 

how aggressive these efforts have become.  

Though I like to think that I maintain a 

healthy suspicion of the motives of 

government bureaucrats and the large 

corporations who work hard to curry their 

favor, until I saw the flagged post on our 

newsfeed, it had been something that 

happened to other organizations, “fringe” 

groups, or “radicals.” 

Instead, Facebook had chosen to cover over a 

post that one of our members had made with 

a link to a story about Sen. Kamala Harris that 

had appeared on the website 

bearingarms.com entitled “Kamala Harris 

Says She Supports Your Second Amendment 

Rights. Her Record Proves Otherwise”  The 

article was well cited, and even provided 

direct links to sources detailing how Harris 

had not properly maintained records in 

California critical to keeping guns out of the 

hands of criminals and how she’d advocated 

eliminating gun shows.   

The most important link provided in the 

Bearingarms article led directly to the “amici 

curiae” (literally translated as "friend of the 

court") brief supporting the District of 

Columbia’s efforts to outlaw personal 

firearm ownership.  In the summary of their 

argument in favor of restricting a citizen’s 

right to own a firearm, the authors of this 

document agree that: 

(i) the Second Amendment provides only a 

militia-related right to bear arms, (ii) the 

Second Amendment does not apply to 

legislation passed by state or local 

governments, and (iii) the restrictions bear a 

mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me
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reasonable relationship to  protecting  public  

safety  and  thus  do  not  violate  a personal 

constitutional right. 

Do these statements agree with your 

interpretation of the Second Amendment and 

its protection of your right to bear arms?  I 

didn’t think so.  They fit well, though, with 

the argument that Democrats have made for 

years that the Second Amendment doesn’t 

protect individual citizen’s rights and 

therefore should not stand in the way of states 

and local governments who remain 

determined in their misguided schemes to 

reduce violent crime by taking away the 

ability of people to defend themselves.   

As for the senator herself, the article once 

again provides a direct link to the CNN story 

where she proudly proclaims: 

“I am a gun owner, and I own a gun for 

probably the reason a lot of people do -- for 

personal safety,"…"I was a career 

prosecutor." 

The case is not difficult to make that Kamala 

Harris and her running mate, Joe Biden, are 

very much in favor of laws that would make 

it extremely difficult or impractical for 

ordinary citizens to purchase and own 

firearms while they reserve that right for 

themselves and the people close to them.  

Facebook’s actions in slapping a warning 

label on this article can be construed as 

nothing less that part of a wide-spread and 

far-reaching effort to squelch the truth about 

the true aims of these two, and to tilt the 

election in favor of the Democrats. 

I’m sure we’ll see more of this before 

November 3rd, so keep your eyes open.  Post 

on Facebook when you see more examples of 

this kind of censorship or let me know 

directly.  It needs to be exposed because 

when the truth comes out, we all gain a better 

insight into who we are up against.   

Trump 2020 Campaign Merchandise 

I continue to receive donations from residents 

all over Colbert County, and some in 

Lauderdale, as I make deliveries of Trump 

2020 signs.  I have received $305.00 in 

donations from people who asked for signs, 

and delivering them has been a great 

opportunity to meet people who support our 

President and our Party.   

 

In addition to signs, people have asked for 

flags.  The flags I have found are like the one 

shown below, and are 3’x5’ in size.  I will 

make a request of the CCREC this month to 

authorize an additional order of Trump 2020 

merchandise, including flags, so we can 

continue to support the President’s campaign 

and raise money to help our local candidates. 

mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me
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https://trumpwholesaleproducts.com/ 

Statewide Public Health Order Restricting 

Public Gatherings, Amended July 29th 

Alabama is currently under an amended Safer 

at Home Order issued July 29, which went 

into effect July 31 at 5:00 p.m., and expires 

on August 31.   

This order is almost exactly the same as the 

order issued on July 15th, and still requires 

masks to be worn in public places.  There are 

still exceptions for consuming food on the 

premises of restaurants and for speaking to 

audiences.  Restaurants are still required to 

maintain 6ft separation between customers 

from different households, which was the 

standard in force for our meeting on July 27.   

I have been in communication with our hosts 

at Donna and Friends Restaurant, and I want 

to make every effort to comply with the 

guidelines they are operating under for 

seating arrangements and capacity.  As I have 

stated in the past, the priority for seating must 

be for Committee members.  This does not 

mean that guests are not invited or allowed to 

attend.  It only means that voting members of 

the Committee must be seated first, before 

guests.  Depending on remaining capacity, 

guests may be seated.  This is the same 

standard applied for all Committee meetings 

since the COVID-19 restrictions have been 

issued by the ADPH.   

We must continue to keep these requirements 

and any future amendments in mind when 

planning campaign events.  If you are 

planning such events for a campaign and 

wish to discuss any details, feel free to get in 

touch with me anytime.  

A list of orders published by the Alabama 

Department of Public Health is available at: 

http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/legal/o

rders.html 

Also, visit the special COVID-19 page at the 

ADPH website at: 

https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/covid

19/index.html 
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