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From the Chairman 

Fellow Members of Our 
Committee and Friends of Our 
Party, 

It is a busy time for the 
Republican Party in Colbert County.  
Preparations are being made to celebrate 
Constitution Day on September 15th, we will 
elect new members of the State Executive 
Committee in October, and new officers for 
our Committee will be elected in November.  
To add to all of this, the general election will 
be held on November 8th, with important 
races for sheriff and state representative 
district 3.   

It is an important time to be involved with so 
many important decisions to be made about 
the future of our Party, County, and State.  Of 
course, at the Federal level everyone expects 
that we will soon have a Republican-led 
Congress, but hopes of a Republican Senate 
seem much less certain.  The lesson for us all 
should be to never take any election for 
granted and encourage everyone on our side 
to do the same.   

Do what you can to spread the word.  Send 
copies of this newsletter to all of your friends 
that you share emails with.  Encourage 
people to get involved and let them know that 
the most effective way to make change is to 
work with a political party that stands for the 
principles you believe in. 

The next regular meeting of the CCREC will 
be at Donna and Friends restaurant on 
Monday, August 22nd at 6:30pm.  See you 
there. 

Phill Green, Chairman, CCREC 
colbertgopchair@pm.me 

256-762-4072 
www.colbertrepublicanparty.com 
 
A Special Thanks to Our Speaker for the 
Month of July 

Those of you who attended the meeting in 
July or watched the Facebook live-stream 
know that our speaker was Mr. Roger 
Creekmore, who is the current Colbert 
County Administrator and also a former 
county commissioner.  Roger has served as 
the administrator since 2019, when he took 
over the role from Kathy Polk.   

Roger is the person 
that people go to 
with questions 
about what the 
county 
commission can do 
for them.  
Sometimes these 
questions can be answered by the 
commission, and sometimes by other 
departments.  On other occasions, different 
departments can work together to find 
solutions to help residents.  Roger has 
brought a creative approach to his job finding 
the best solutions in a wide variety of 
situations, and I wanted to give everyone a 
chance to hear from him about how the 
county is working to improve things and 
bring tax-payers the greatest value for their 
tax dollars.   

It was great to hear from Roger at our 
meeting and help to understand the scope and 
responsibilities of our county government. 

The ALGOP Summer Dinner and Meeting 

The summer meeting of the Alabama 
Republican Executive Committee was held in 
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Montgomery on Saturday, August 13th.  
Several important resolutions were passed as 
well as some significant changes to the by-
laws.   

Resolutions passed at this year’s meeting: 

A resolution expressing solidarity with 
Donald Trump and condemning the Biden 
administration’s raid on his home. 

A resolution urging the legislature to make it 
easier and less expensive for people to adopt 
unborn babies and children awaiting 
placement. 

A resolution urging the AL Dept or 
Corrections and Pardons and Parole to 
encourage and recommend education 
requirements for persons pending release. 

A resolution honoring the memory of Austin 
Rainwaters, former chairman of the Mobile 
County Republican Executive Committee. 

A resolution calling for state party 
registration and closed primaries.  This 
resolution is in response to the increasing 
concern over “cross-over” voting, where 
loyal members of other parties choose to vote 
in the Republican primary. 

A resolution supporting parental rights in 
Alabama.  This resolution declares that every 
parent has a fundamental, natural right to 
direct the upbringing, education, care, and 
custody of the parent’s child; that any 
interference, restriction, or removal of a 
parent’s fundamental, natural right should 
require a compelling governmental interest; 
and that, if a compelling governmental 
interest necessitates the disenfranchisement 
of parental rights, the abridgement of the 
parent’s fundamental, natural right to direct 
the upbringing, education, care, and custody 

of the parent’s child should be enacted in the 
least restrictive manner available. 

A special resolution was passed to honor the 
work of Joan Reynolds, wife of national 
committeeman Paul Reynolds and ALGOP 
finance chairman, for organizing the “Mighty 
Alabama Strike Force”.  This organization 
has sent volunteers on door-to-door 
campaigning missions all over the state and 
to neighboring states to help Republicans win 
elections.   

Finally, a resolution was passed commending 
the U.S. Supreme Court for the “best session 
in Supreme Court history.”  This resolution 
honored decisions the SCOTUS made this 
year protecting 2nd Amendment rights, 
religious freedoms, and, of course, for 
overturning Roe. V. Wade. 

By-laws changes 

The by-laws committee first presented a list 
of changes aimed at making the by-laws more 
consistent.  All references to the Alabama 
Republican Executive Committee were 
changed to consistently read “State 
Committee”.  This set of amendments passed 
easily. 

The rule was changed to allow a SEC 
member to be reinstalled by their county 
committee only once in a four-year term.  
This would apply if a member was removed 
due to absences etc. 

A change was made to require that regional 
chairmen be elected by “by the members of 
the State Committee who are residents of the 
respective congressional districts represented 
by that regional chairman.”  Previously, the 
regional chairmen, who represent one or 
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more congressional districts on the steering 
committee, were elected by the SEC at-large.   

The standing rule “Denying Ballot Access” 
was amended to prohibit candidates from 
appearing on the Republican primary ballot 
after having anytime during the prior six 
years supported other political parties or their 
candidates.  Previously this rule only applied 
to elected Republicans who had done so.  The 
amended language that was approved now 
reads:   

Denying Ballot Access: The State Committee 
and County Committees shall, except by 3/4ths 
vote of the Steering Committee or Candidate 
Committee for state-qualified candidates or 
3/4ths vote of the County Committee for 
county-qualified candidates, deny ballot 
access to a candidate for public or Party 
office if in a prior election that person 
participated in the primary election of 
another political party, publicly supported a 
nominee of another political party or an 
independent candidate, financially 
contributed to a candidate of another 
political party or an independent candidate, 
or was a member or officer of a club that is 
strictly aligned with another political party. 
The provisions of this Rule shall apply for a 
period of six years after such person so 
participated, but actions taken by incumbent 
Republicans or 2022 Republican nominees 
prior to the passage of this amended standing 
rule shall be exempt from consideration. The 
provisions of this standing rule shall also not 
apply to actions taken by any individual prior 
to that person successfully completing the 
party switching procedure, whether those 
actions occurred before or after the passage 
of this amended standing rule. 

August Agenda 

Our next meeting is scheduled for August 
22nd.  We will need to approve minutes from 
past meetings and also the treasurer’s report 
covering expenses in May, June and July. 

Time to Elect Bonus Members of the 
Alabama Republican Executive 
Committee 

It is important to remember that it will be 
time soon to elect members to serve on the 
State Committee in the bonus seats Colbert 
County is entitled to.  After the general 
election November 8th, we will have 5 bonus 
seats to fill.  According to state by-laws 
Article III, 1., B.,  

The term of office for members of the State 
Committee elected under the primary laws 
shall begin on the day following the General 
Election of each gubernatorial election year. 

Bonus members serve the same term of office 
as elected members according to Article III, 
E. 

A county's bonus member or members shall 
serve for the remainder of the then current 
State Committee term of office. 

I will appoint a subcommittee in August that 
will find candidates to fill our bonus seats and 
present a list of their names to the Committee 
in October for consideration and election.  
Elections for these positions will take place at 
the meeting on October 24th. 

Election of CCREC Officers Will Happen 
in November 

According to the CCREC by-laws, Article V, 
paragraph 2) 
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Elections of officers shall be held in 
November.  Officers shall take office in 
January for a period of four years to coincide 
with the election of the governor. 

In accordance with this article, I will appoint 
a committee to make nominations for 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Treasurer, and 
Secretary.  Elections for these positions will 
take place at the meeting on November 13th 
and officers will be installed on Inauguration 
Day, January 16, 2023. 

Future Events 

Following is the most current calendar of 
events for the Committee.   

Keep these dates in mind when planning your 
individual and campaign calendars. 

Colbert County Committee Events Calendar 

Date Event 

August 22, 2022 CCREC regular meeting 

September 15, 2022 CCREC Constitution Day 
Dinner 

September 26, 2022 CCREC regular meeting 

October 24, 2022 
CCREC regular meeting 
(election of SEC bonus 

members) 

November 8, 2022 General Election 

November 13, 2022 CCREC regular meeting 
(election of CCREC officers) 

December 2022 No meeting in December 

January 15, 2023 
Governor’s Inauguration 
New CCREC Officers 

installed 

January 22, 2023 CCREC regular meeting 

CCREC Special Events for 2022 

Dates and information for special events will 
be announced here as they become available. 

This year our annual Constitution Day dinner 
will be held on Thursday, September 15th.  
The location is Locust Hill at 209 S Cave St, 
Tuscumbia.  As has become tradition, we’ll 
be having the lower cost, picnic-style dinner 
on the lawn.  We are anticipating another 
great success as we come together in Colbert 
County to celebrate the United States 
Constitution and the freedoms and prosperity 
that have blessed our nation since its signing 
235 years ago.  We will open with music from 
local band “Doctors, Lawyers, and Such” and 
our keynote address will be delivered by 
Alabama Attorney General Steve Marshall.   

Problems in the Primary Election for State 
Representative District 2 

I have been asked questions about the 
problems with the Republican primary 
election in district 2 and I want to let people 
know what I have learned about this very 
unfortunate situation.   

As of this writing, the 
Alabama Republican 
Party has certified 
Mr. Ben Harrison as 
the Republican 
nominee for this 
office.  As a member 
of the Alabama 
Republican Executive Committee, I support 
Mr. Harrison as the Republican nominee.  
However, there were problems with the 
primary election process and subsequent 
decisions made regarding those problems that 
have raised concerns among Republican 
party members, myself included.  I want to 
make an effort here to explain the facts as I 
know them and draw attention to 
opportunities for reform. 
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The Republican primary election was held on 
May 24th to select Republican nominees for 
offices across the state.  A newly drawn 
house district 2 was contested in the primary 
by three Republicans, Ben Harrison, Jason 
Black, and Kimberly butler.  The certified 
vote totals are shown in the table below: 

Candidate Votes Percentage of 
Total 

Ben 
Harrison 3290 32.81% 

Jason 
Spencer 

Black 
3115 31.06% 

Kimberly 
Butler 3101 30.92% 

Terrance L. 
Irelan 522 5.21% 

As one can see, Ben Harrison received the 
highest number of votes with 3290, followed 
by Jason Black and Kimberly Butler with the 
second and third highest totals of 3115 and 
3101 respectively.  According to Alabama 
law, this result required Mr. Harrison and Mr. 
Black to face each other in a runoff election 
on June 21st. 

There is a problem with these results, 
however.  The problem is that 67 voters 
registered in district 2 received ballots for a 
different house district, and therefore could 
not cast their vote in the district 2 race.  After 
the election, the Butler campaign sought out 
the voters who had been given the wrong 
ballots and asked them how they would have 
voted if they’d been given the proper ballot.  
44 of the 67 voters asked signed affidavits 
stating they would have voted for Kimberly 
Butler, indicating that if these votes had been 
counted, Butler would have been in the 
runoff and not Black. 

I spoke with Mrs. Butler about this situation 
and asked her to 
explain what she and 
her campaign attorney 
had done to contest 
these primary results.  
She told me that her 
campaign had filed 
documents contesting 
the primary results according to Alabama 
statute 17-13-70, which reads in part: 

Any contest to a nomination made by primary 
election must be filed within 24 hours after 
the results of the primary election have been 
declared… 

According to Mrs. Butler, her lawyer filed an 
official contest of the results with the 
Alabama Republican Executive Committee 
on July 6th, the day the Republican nominee 
for district 2, Bill Harrison, was declared.  
While it might seem to the rest of us that the 
contest should have been filed immediately 
after the primary election on May 24th, since 
that is when the errors in the process 
occurred, Butler told me that her lawyer 
advised her that according to the statute a 
contest could not be filed until a nominee had 
been declared. 

Ultimately, Butler’s contest was denied by 
the State Committee.  It is worth mentioning 
that the committee was acting in this case 
under the leadership of Mr. John Skipper, the 
senior vice-chairman of the State Committee, 
because Chairman John Wahl had recused 
himself.  Butler told me that she was told by 
the State Party that the fee had been paid too 
late, but that she disagreed. 

I called the State Committee headquarters on 
July 29 to ask about the reason(s) that the 
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Butler contest of the election had been 
denied.  I spoke to Mr. Reed Phillips, who is 
the chief of staff there.  Reed told me that the 
reason for denial was not related to the 
timeframe of the filing, but was instead due 
to “procedural errors.”  When I asked for 
further detail about these errors, Reed said 
that he would not provide any further 
explanation without first getting advice from 
the Party’s lawyers.   

The way I see it, the voters in district 2, the 
candidates, AND the Republican Party have 
all been injured by the improper 
administration of the election on May 24th.  
None of them have any responsibility for the 
wrong ballots being given to those 67 voters.  
The candidates and the Party ARE 
responsible for how they have reacted to this 
error and the conduct of its resolution.   

I started looking into this because I wanted to 
be sure that our Party reacted properly to the 
situation and to reassure Republican voters 
that our system is fair.  While Mrs. Butler has 
been willing to answer all the questions I had, 
I have not been able to get a detailed 
explanation of what happened from the State 
Party.  I am disappointed by this.  I am not a 
lawyer and I don’t claim to know about any 
potential unintended consequences, but I 
cannot think of any good reason why the 
State Committee should refuse to explain 
their decision.  Of course, I assume the reason 
is perfectly legitimate and knowing it would 
reassure us all that the processes and 
governing body of our Republican Party are 
sound, but I don’t know, and maybe never 
will. 

Kimberly Butler has chosen to run a write-in 
campaign for house district 2, explaining, in 

part, that she wants to fight for secure and 
accurate elections.  She acknowledges the 
fact that this decision will render her 
ineligible to run as a Republican for the next 
6 years, according to State Party by-laws.   

While I cannot support her campaign against 
the Republican nominee, I will promise to 
continue asking questions about this incident 
and reforms that need to be made both at the 
Party by-laws and statute levels.  I will also 
remember these questions when it is time to 
elect new officers and members of the State 
Party steering committee.  It is important that 
answers are always given for important 
questions and that our Party continues to be 
transparent and fair to everyone.   

Alabama GOP rejects challenge to House 
district race where voters wrongly 
assigned 

https://www.al.com/news/2022/07/alabam
a-gop-rejects-challenge-to-house-district-
race-where-voters-wrongly-assigned.html 

Alabama candidate who lost GOP election 
contest over wrongly assigned voters starts 
write-in campaign 

https://www.al.com/news/2022/07/alabam
a-candidate-who-lost-gop-election-
contest-over-wrongly-assigned-voters-
starts-write-in-campaign.html 


