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From the Chairman 

Fellow Members of Our Committee and 

Friends of Our Party, 

It is great to be back in town and working on 

Republican Party business after several 

weeks away.  While most of the time I’ve 

spent on the road recently had nothing to do 

with politics, I was very fortunate to find 

myself in Washington on the 243rd 

anniversary of our nation’s independence.   

I began the day by walking down to 

Constitution Avenue to watch the 

Independence Day parade. 

 

Of course each of the branches of our military 

were well represented, as were many other 

participants, including school bands from 

throughout the nation. 

The place where I was staying in town, 

Dupont Circle, wasn’t exactly filled with 

patriotic sentiment.  In fact, I heard 

comments by some that they were not 

planning to attend any of the official events 

in the Capital.  However, I was pleased to see 

thousands of patriotic Americans, and 

supporters of our President along the parade 

route. 

 

It was really hot, as one would expect, so I 

walked back to my apartment after the parade 

and had a good rest before heading down to 

the Lincoln Memorial to see the President 

speak.  I began my walk back down to the 

memorial about an hour and a half before the 

program was to begin, and had a surprise 

when I got to 23rd Street.  A motorcade came 

speeding through just as I got to the 

intersection.  Someone yelled “It’s the 

President!”, and about that time I saw the 

President’s enormous limousine speed by.  I 

couldn’t get my camera ready in time, but I 

just caught a snap of some of the security 

vehicles going by. 

 

As I should have known, the crowds to get 

into the secure area around the memorial 

were massive, and as I approached the 
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security checkpoint I began to worry that I 

wouldn’t make it through before the program 

started.  Let this be a warning to anyone 

planning to attend an event where the 

President speaks.  It is like the crowd when 

new iPhones or Air Jordans come out.  It is 

best to get there two or three hours early, even 

more if you want a good seat. 

 

Despite the crowds, I made it into the area in 

front of the memorial just in time to see Air 

Force One fly over as the people cheered.   

 

There was a light rain falling as the President 

made his way to the podium, but the people 

gathered didn’t seem to mind.  There were a 

few people standing under umbrellas, but 

people in the crowd, eager to see the 

President, started shouting for them to be 

folded so their view wouldn’t be blocked.   

 

The President’s speech focused on his 

appreciation for our nation’s military.  A 

special part of the speech was when he 

introduced each of the branches including the 

Coast Guard, Air Force, Navy, Army, and 

Marine Corps.  For each introduction, a 

special fly-over was performed by aircraft 

from the respective service.   

Following the President’s speech there was a 

spectacular entertainment program and then 

the best fireworks show that I have ever 

witnessed. 
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Through it all, I was very happy and 

encouraged to see that the vast majority of the 

crowd were patriots and supporters of the 

President.  It can be discouraging at times to 

hear so many critics on cable news stations 

and in print media attacking the agenda of our 

Party.  It is at these times that I find myself 

wondering if we still have the numbers on our 

side.  Thankfully, however, the supporters I 

saw on the 4th of July in the National Mall 

reminded me that we have plenty of 

company, and they are a vigorous crowd! 

I look forward to meeting with all of you this 

month, and to making progress toward the 

goals we have set for ourselves to get ready 

for the March primary, the 2020 election, and 

the growth of our county Party. 

Please remember that this month’s meeting is 

on July 22nd at 6:30pm at Donna and 

Friends. 

County Board of Education, District 3, 

Democrat Mary "Bitsey" Moore Meets 

with the Committee on July 22nd 

 

Mrs. Mary “Bitsey” Moore has accepted my 

invitation to meet with our Committee, and 

answer questions from members at our 

regular meeting on July 22nd.  Mrs. Moore 

previously met and spoke to those in 

attendance for the Committee on May 20th, 

but, unfortunately, there was not a quorum 

present to vote on her acceptance as a 

Republican.  I encourage all members to 

make a special effort to attend the meeting on 

July 22nd to establish a quorum for this vote.  

I am happy for the opportunity to add to the 

number of Republican elected officials in our 

county. 

July Agenda 

Following is the agenda for this month’s 

meeting.   

• Call to Order (Chairman), Prayer and 

Pledge 

• Roll Call /Establish Quorum 

• Recognize Guests 

• Approve Past Meeting Minutes 

• Approve Treasurer’s Report 

Business: 

• Chairman’s Remarks 

• New Business 

o Consider by-laws amendment to 

create “associate membership” 

program to support the Committee 

o Consider allocation of $500 to reserve 

the Robert Trend Jones Golf Trail at 

the Shoals Clubhouse on Tuesday, 

Sept. 17, 2019, for Constitution Day 

dinner. 

• Adjourn, Next Meeting August 26th, 

2019 
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• Open Discussion: 

• Updates: 

o Republican Women of the Shoals 

Report 

o County Commission Report 

o Colbert School Board Updates  

o 2020 Candidates – Update 

Upcoming Events 

The following is the most current calendar of 

election events for the Committee.  I have 

noted that the dates for qualification are 

subject to change, but I have spoken with the 

ALGOP chief of staff and these are the dates 

that the Steering Committee will propose to 

the Executive Committee in August, so 

they’ll probably stick. 

Keep these dates in mind when planning 

events and when discussing county politics 

with potential Republican candidates for 

office.  Please note that the proposed dates for 

qualification are a full three months earlier 

than 2018! 

Colbert County Committee Events Calendar 

Date 

(*) Indicates 

Subject to Change 

Event 

August 24, 2019 

ALGOP Summer Meeting.  

(State primary resolution will be 

approved at this meeting.) 

September 23, 2019 
Colbert Committee approves 

county primary resolution. 

October 8- 

November 8, 2019* 

Candidacy declaration period 

open 

January 18, 2020* 
Deadline to report poll workers 

(45 days prior to election) 

March 3, 2020  Statewide Primary Election  

April 14, 2020  Primary Runoff Election  

November 3, 2020  Statewide General Election  

 

Also, the 4th Congressional district 

chairman, David Hall, reminds us there will 

be a lunch meeting for congressman Robert 

Aderholt and his guest Martin Vickers 

(British Conservative Party politician and 

Member of Parliament for Cleethorpes since 

2010) on Saturday July 27th .  

The meeting will be held at:  

The Top of the Town  

3rd floor of Cullman Savings Bank Building  

316 2nd Ave SW Cullman, AL  

Schedule: 

Meet and Greet: 11:00 am to 11:30 am  

Lunch : 11:30-12:15 

Congressman Aderholt & Guest will speak: 

12:15-1:00 pm  

Lunch will be a buffet with choice of meats, 

vegetables, bread, desert, and drink. 

Cost of buffet will be $20.00. 

Please RSVP to David Hall or Colbert county 

chairman before July 22nd.  

David Hall  

Chairman 4th Congressional District  

(205)468-0831 

halld1955@yahoo.com 

CONSTITUTION DAY 2019 

From our Finance Chairman, Waylon 

Huguley: 

Mark your calendars now for Tuesday, 

September 17th, 2019!  Constitution Day 

2019 will be an event that you will not want 

to miss! 
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First off let me thank Sara White, Melanie 

Huguley, Judge Daniel Rosser, and Chairman 

Phil Green for all of the ideas, time and work 

they have put into this event so far.  We are 

working hard to make this an event that the 

Colbert County Republican Executive 

Committee will be proud to host. 

I want to take a minute to update the 

Committee on where we are at in our 

planning.  We now have the venue set at 

Robert Trent Jones Golf Club, 990 Sunbelt 

Parkway in Muscle Shoals.  The menu for the 

evening promises to be excellent.  We have 

been reaching out to potential speaker(s) and 

now have some of these confirmed.  We will 

be sharing these names as soon as we have 

worked out the final details.   We are in the 

process of finalizing our Corporate 

Sponsorship packages.  We will offer 

advancing levels of sponsorship to our 

supporters, and we have actually already 

received a few inquiries and commitments to 

be sponsors.   

You can help by beginning to spread the word 

to friends and family about Constitution Day.  

Let us know if you have ideas or contacts for 

potential sponsors.  Together we can make 

this event a statement of pride in our Colbert 

County Republican Party that will be 

remembered for years to come! 

Waylon 

Update from Colbert County Commission 

Chairman, Tommy Barnes 

From Commissioner Tommy Barnes: 

I have enjoyed my 8 months as Chairman and 

it was a pleasure to support our New County 

Department Heads. 

The Administrator,  Engineer,  EMA 

Director, and new CFO  positions that were 

filled are great conservative leaders and I'm 

happy with our new hires and totally support 

them. 

We must control our costs into the future by 

becoming more efficient with employment 

and optimizing positions.  To effectively give 

good raises into the future, it is likely that 

downsizing should occur.  

Health care costs are rising and the County 

has in the past absorbed those increases.  We 

must control our insurance and medical costs. 

Thanks, 

Commissioner Tommy Barnes 

Alabama GOP State Dinner and Meeting 

Our state Party has been busy putting 

together a great program for our summer 

dinner and meeting on August 23rd and 24th.  

Below are excerpts from ALGOP Chairman 

Terry Lathan’s recent communication about 

these events: 

Dear Republican Friend, 

We're excited to announce that Chris Carr, 

Political Director for the Trump Campaign 

and RNC, will be our keynote speaker at the 

ALGOP Summer Dinner in Auburn. 

President Trump tapped Mr. Carr to be his 

political director for the 2020 Re-Election 

campaign where Mr. Carr will be helping the 

president in all political areas and 

organizing the 50 state ground games with 

the RNC. 

Mr. Carr played an instrumental and critical 

role in the president’s historic 2016 election 

victory as RNC Political Director. Mr. Carr 

spent 2012 as a RNC Regional Political 
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Director managing and working with 

campaign staff and party leaders in the 

western region of the country.  

Mr. Carr will share the incredible process 

that it takes to run the national presidential 

campaign and the successes of President 

Trump that will catapult him to a 2020 

victory. We are looking forward to hearing 

from him as we gear up for what promises to 

be an exciting election year here in Alabama. 

A Story About How Our State Spends Our 

Money 

Not long ago I got the summer edition of the 

ALFA publication “Neighbors” in the mail, 

and one of the stories caught my attention.  

I’m not a farmer, and I don’t normally read 

the articles in Neighbors closely, but on the 

cover was the picture of a river ferry, and I 

was curious.  I didn’t know of any ferries in 

the state before this, so I wanted to find out 

about this one. 

 

I found out that the ferry, called Gee’s Bend 

Ferry, connects the communities of Boykin 

and Camden along the Gee’s Bend in the 

Alabama River.  Notable was the fact that the 

Gee’s Bend is the nation’s first all-electric 

ferry.  It runs on batteries that are charged 

when it is docked at either side of the river.   

Prior to switching from diesel to electric 

power, which was completed on April 10th of 

this year, the ferry had not run for 11 months.  

After reopening, it is now making five round 

trips daily between the hours of 6 a.m. to 6 

p.m., or every 2 ½ hours or so.  Each trip 

takes about 15-18 minutes.  About 10,000 

vehicles ride the ferry annually, according to 

the article, at a cost of $3 per trip to each 

driver.  The original ferry had run on cables 

from the 1930’s until it was shut down in 

1962.  From then until 2006, it did not run at 

all until a grant from the US Congress to pay 

for ferry service and operating costs allowed 

it to reopen using diesel power. 

The article explained that the ferry is now run 

by HMS Ferries Inc.  HMS’s general 

manager, Tim Aguirre, was quoted as saying 

that “The ferries provide an important service 

by saving time, fuel, and wear and tear on 

automobiles.”  Also mentioned were the 

ferry’s captain and the senior deckhand, but 

the total number of crew was not reported.   

Aguirre explains in the story that the 

conversion to electric power came about after 

his company made  a proposal, which was 

eventually funded by a $1 million EPA grant, 

plus $765,000 from ALDOT.   

No mention was made of any ALDOT funds 

being used for regular operations and 

maintenance, but there must be, and here’s 

why.  The story says that each vehicle pays 

$3, and $1 is charged for each additional 
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rider.  With 10,000 vehicles and 20,000 

people crossing annually, as stated in the 

report, that means about $40,000 is collected 

from passengers each year.  That’s not 

enough to pay even a single salary, much less 

a captain and senior deckhand together.   

From HMS’s website for the Gee’s Bend 

schedule, one can see that two deckhands are 

working while the captain is at the helm.  

Plus, the ferry runs seven days a week, 

requiring relief personnel, and expanding the 

required staff to at least 5, not including any 

maintenance personnel.  I didn’t take the time 

to research the fully-burdened labor rate for 

ferry workers, but decided instead to do an 

extremely conservative estimate.  Estimating 

an hourly rate of $15, multiplied by 5 workers 

and 40hrs per week, no overtime, gives a 

labor cost of more than $150,000 annually 

before adding payroll taxes and any benefits.  

That’s about $110,000 more than the ferry 

takes in, and that’s only labor! 

 

Of course there is a maintenance bill of some 

amount, and there’s no need to even discuss 

the idea of recouping any of that $1,765,000 

investment that we taxpayers paid to get this 

thing going.   

Looking at Google Maps, the over-land route 

from the Boykin ferry stop to the Camden 

stop is about 36 miles.  Using an average gas 

price of $2.57 (AAA estimate for Wilcox 

County), and average fuel economy of 

20mpg (EPA estimate is 25.4 for 2018) the 

annual savings to drivers using the ferry is 

about $45,000. 

This is typical for the government.  It turns 

out that we the taxpayers, after paying a 

private government contractor $1,765,000 to 

refit their boat to be an electric showpiece, 

now give them at least $100,000 a year, and 

likely two or three times that, to save some of 

our fellow residents a grand total of less than 

$50,000 each year.  Couldn’t we just set up a 

system to pay gas stipends to the residents of 

Boykin and Camden, or fund some kind of 

rebate program so they could buy more 

efficient cars, even electric cars?  I’m 

kidding, of course, but this is where this kind 

of rationale for government spending takes 

us.   

Representatives from the state to the federal 

level are involved in this, with very little or 

no accountability for it.  There is simply too 

much money being spent for all the wrong 

reasons for the average citizen to keep track.  

And this, after our governor, told us there was 

no way to “Rebuild Alabama” without 

raising our gas taxes by 50%.  Can you 

imagine how many more of this type of 

project we’ll see in the coming years as the 

additional billions in fuel tax revenue flow 

into the state’s coffers?   

It will take a Party with a well-defined vision 

of limited government to communicate the 

urgency to voters that this behavior must be 

stopped if Alabama hopes to ever emerge as 

a prosperous and competitive state.  We are 

the Party that is supposed to know that no 

state ever taxed its way to prosperity.  We 

must remain ever vigilant in our search for 
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candidates who acknowledge this and are 

willing to commit to reducing Alabama’s tax 

burden so that we become an attractive 

choice for companies looking for places to 

expand and workers looking for communities 

where they keep more of what they’ve 

earned.  Let this story invigorate you in your 

efforts to hold our Party accountable and 

keep us moving in the right direction! 


