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From the Chairman 

Fellow Members of Our 

Committee and Friends of Our 

Party,  

This issue has a lot of information 

regarding the ALGOP or State Republican 

Executive Committee meeting that will take 

place on August 21st.  There are several 

proposed amendments and resolutions that I 

have reviewed and cover in a later section.  I 

also cover the new “standing rule” I will offer 

for approval and inclusion into the ALGOP 

by-laws that requires communication 

between the state and county committees 

when considering the qualifications of “state” 

candidates.   

Right after the meeting is adjourned, many 

members will be heading to the York Family 

Farms at 1872 County Road 469 in Cullman.  

The gates will open at 2pm, with speakers, 

including Colbert County’s Andrew Sorrell, 

beginning at 5pm, and Donald Trump at 7pm.  

I will be there and I plan to do several live 

streams throughout the rally, including 

President Trump’s speech.   

We didn’t have enough members for a 

quorum in July, so I encourage members to 

attend our meeting on August 23rd so we can 

pass a budget for the upcoming North AL 

Fair, and other important business. 

Also, please 

check out our 

Party’s brand-

new website 

where you can 

find information 

about our County 

Party Creed, 

tickets for Constitution Day, and archived 

issues of this newsletter going back for three 

years.  You can access our new site at the link 

below. 

www.colbertrepublicanparty.com 

Phill Green, Chairman, CCREC 

colbertgopchair@pm.me 

256-762-4072 

August Agenda 

Our next meeting is scheduled for August 

23rd.  We will be focused on discussing 

upcoming events and ensuring their success.  

We need to pass a budget for participation in 

the North AL Fair in September. 

Upcoming Events 

Following is the most current calendar of 

events for the Committee.  The primary focus 

of activities will center around certification 

of candidates for the important offices of 

sheriff, district judge, coroner, district 

attorney, and members of the county board of 

education for districts 1&6. 

Keep these dates in mind when planning your 

individual and campaign calendars. 

Colbert County Committee Events Calendar 

Date Event 

August 23, 2021 CCREC regular meeting 

September 17, 2021 Constitution Day Dinner 

September 21-26, 

2021 
North Alabama State Fair 

September 27, 2021 CCREC regular meeting 

October 25, 2021 CCREC regular meeting 

November 22, 2021 CCREC regular meeting 

Jan 2022 
Qualification for Sheriff, 

Colbert Board of Ed dist 

mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me
http://www.colbertrepublicanparty.com/
mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me
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1&6, Coroner, District Court 

Judge, District Attorney,  

May 24, 2022 Primary Election 

November 8, 2022 General Election 

CCREC Special Events for 2021 

North Alabama State Fair 

The state fair will be held beginning Tuesday, 

September 21st through Sunday, September 

26th.  The fair was cancelled for 2020, but it 

is back on this year, and CCREC will be 

there.  Our Committee has operated a booth 

in the exhibit hall for several years running 

and this has been an excellent opportunity to 

meet voters and potential supporters and their 

families in a comfortable atmosphere that is 

less intimidating than a political meeting. 

Candidates and Committee members, 

including associate members, are welcome to 

help set up and staff the booth this year.  We 

will create a subcommittee of volunteers and 

I’ll send out more information about how to 

sign up and help out in coming issues of this 

newsletter as well as by email and Facebook. 

Constitution Day 2021 

Seven sponsors have already pledged their 

support for Constitution Day this year, with 

several more likely to jump in soon!  

Individual ticket sales are also picking up, 

and it is looking like we could have the 

biggest turnout ever. 

We have just booked Micah York’s jazz trio, 

En Route, for 

entertainment this 

year.  Everyone who 

attended our dinner 

in 2019 will 

remember them.  

They are a classy 

group of musicians 

with a great sound, and they are back! 

Look for more information in emails and on 

the Facebook page and our brand-new 

website at the links below.   

www.colbertrepublicanparty.com 

Constitution Day 2021 on Facebook 

A Colbert County Platform for Judicial 

and Law Enforcement Offices 

I promised to keep this section going as we 

discuss the possibility of a platform 

specifically aimed at judicial and law-

enforcement offices; however, this month has 

been extremely busy with the state Party 

meeting, and I don’t have much to add. 

I just have one more option for discussion, 

judicial term limits.  This is another possible 

statutory solution to the problem of old 

judges becoming part of the courthouse décor 

while no qualified attorneys in their 

district/circuit are willing to challenge them.  

Democracy is not democracy without 

choices, and our Party benefits when there is 

a discussion of different views like we will 

certainly have in 2022! 

Again, I leave this ongoing discussion with 

some words of our Colbert County Creed. 

We believe: 

mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me
https://colbertgopchair.wixsite.com/website/events
https://fb.me/e/1cWLvKdH6
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…That all individuals are entitled to equal 

rights under our laws while they assume the 

responsibilities of citizens in a free society, 

That a proper judiciary administers the law 

following the strictest textual interpretation 

of each statute and legal precedent while 

restricting the government’s impingement on 

individual liberty to the least extent 

possible… 

Qualification of “District” Offices:  Should 

County Committees Have a Role? 

If you read last month’s newsletter, you know 

that I used this section to explain the process 

for “qualifying” candidates for such offices 

as circuit judge, district judge, and district 

attorney, and make the case that this process 

should include the county committees.  At 

that time, I was convinced that the primary 

resolution for the 2022 election, the 

document that describes the process, should 

be written to ensure that county committees 

would be involved.  Since that time, I have 

had several conversations with members of 

the ALGOP staff and the Steering Committee 

and have decided instead to request that the 

Alabama Republican Executive Committee 

approve a new standing rule to be added to 

the official by-laws that requires notification 

and requests for input from the county parties 

where prospective candidates reside. 

There are several reasons for this change to 

my approach.  First, I discovered that the 

processes for reviewing qualifications and 

certifying individuals as candidates in the 

Republican Primary are different, both in 

terms of steps taken and methods used, at the 

state and county levels.  I have never served 

at the Steering Committee level, and so I was 

not aware of this.  I was also surprised 

because the primary resolution drafts that we 

have used in Colbert County for the past 3 

election cycles have been based very closely 

on those published at the state level.  This 

discovery reenforced my conviction that this 

process, which in my opinion is the most 

important thing that both the state and county 

committees do, needs to be thoroughly 

documented to ensure it is properly 

understood at all levels and takes into account 

the opinions of representatives of the Party 

who are elected by residents of the counties 

concerned. 

Before introducing the draft language of the 

new standing rule, I think it is important to 

define some important terms.  First, 

“qualification” has been used in the past to 

refer to the process that the CCREC 

committee used to receive declarations of 

candidacy and any documents and 

information regarding their qualification for 

the office for which they intend to run.  This 

has probably caused some confusion, I am 

speaking for myself here, and there needs to 

be some clarification.   

“Qualification” is better defined as the series 

of steps any candidate must complete to meet 

both (a) the criteria to enter the Republican 

Primary Election and (b) the legal 

requirements to hold the office for which they 

are a candidate.  For example, to appear on 

the Republican Primary ballot, a candidate 

for District Judge must (1) submit a 

declaration of candidacy, (2) pay the 

qualification fee, (3) submit a “Statement of 

Economic Interests” form to the state Ethics 

Commission, (4) appoint a principal 

campaign committee with the Secretary of 

State’s office, and (5) file a disclosure 

mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me


 

 

Colbert County 

    R e p u b l i c a n  
                                               PO Box 4201 • Muscle Shoals, AL • (256) 762-4072 • colbertgopchair@pm.me 

August 2021 Vol 3, Iss. 6 

 

August 2021  Page74 

statement of financial interests with the clerk 

of the Alabama Supreme Court.  

In addition to completing all the steps above, 

candidates sign a statement, which is part of 

the declaration of candidacy, that certifies 

they meet the legal qualifications to hold the 

office (e.g. district judges must belong to the 

Alabama Bar Association) and that they are 

not subject to disqualification for reasons of 

criminal convictions etc.  Candidates must 

submit all required documentation prior to 

the deadline established by law, which is 

5:00pm on January 28, 2022 (116 days before 

the primary).  Candidates for county offices 

submit documents to the chairman of the 

county Republican executive committee.  

State office candidates, including circuit and 

district offices, submit their documents to the 

chairman of the State Executive Committee. 

After receiving a declaration of candidacy 

and the accompanying documents from a 

prospective candidate, the Candidate 

Committee must then determine if all criteria 

have been met.  At both the state and county 

levels, this is outlined in their respective 

primary resolutions.  The 2022 draft for the 

state primary resolution reads: 

The Candidate Committee shall have and 

possess the following powers: 

(a) to review any declaration of candidacy, to 

determine if the candidate meets the 

qualifications prescribed in this resolution, 

and to direct the Chairman of the Alabama 

Republican Executive Committee not to 

certify a candidate which the Candidate 

Committee finds does not meet such 

qualifications; 

It is important to note here that candidate 

committees, at either the state or county level, 

may reject a candidate for reasons that are 

mentioned in the by-laws of the state 

executive Committee.  I have placed the full 

text of these rules at the end of this article.  In 

summary, they prevent things like candidates 

qualifying for multiple offices which they 

cannot hold simultaneously, candidates who 

previously qualified in another party’s 

primary, and candidates who supported 

another party’s candidate in a prior election 

under certain circumstances. 

If a candidate committee finds that all 

requirements have been satisfied and there 

are no reasons for disqualification, they then 

“certify” the individual as a qualified 

candidate to either the AL Secretary of State 

for state candidates, or the probate judge for 

county office candidates, prior to the deadline 

established by law of 5:00pm on March 3, 

2022.  This process whereby the Candidate 

Committee reviews the qualifications of 

prospective candidates and submits their 

names to the appropriate office as Republican 

candidates should be referred to as 

“certification.”   

In review: 

Qualification: The process any candidate 

completes to meet the requirements set by the 

Republican Party and the State of Alabama to 

appear on the Republican Primary Ballot and 

to legally hold such office for which they are 

a candidate. 

Certification:  The process by which the 

chairman of either the State Executive 

Committee or the County Executive 

Committee, by and through their respective 

candidate committees, receive and verify all 

mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me
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declarations of candidacy and documentation 

from candidates, consider and vet all such 

submissions along with any other reliable 

documentation regarding the candidate’s 

qualification or reasons for disqualification, 

and then either certify the candidate to the 

appropriate authority as a Republican 

candidate or reject their declaration. 

Given this explanation of how candidates 

become qualified and then certified as 

Republican candidates, it should be very 

clear where the following proposed standing 

rule fits into the process and why it is so 

important.  It is very important to note that 

none of the existing documented processes 

for certifying candidates involve 

communication between the state and county 

levels.  This means that the state candidate 

committee can certify the qualifications of 

candidates for “state” offices that exclusively 

serve only one county with no requirement to 

notify the county’s Republican committee or 

seek their input.  It is my position that county 

committees should be involved in this 

process, and that this requirement should be 

written into official rules to preserve it and 

ensure compliance.  Therefore, I am offering 

the following proposed standing rule for 

approval at the meeting of the Alabama 

Republican Executive Committee on August 

21st: 

The Chairman and members of the Steering 

Committee, when acting as the Candidate 

Committee, shall, during the course of their 

review of any declaration of candidacy for 

the offices of Circuit Judge, Circuit Clerk, 

District Judge, District Attorney, State 

Representative, or State Senator, make 

every reasonable effort to notify the 

chairman of the Republican executive 

committee for the county of residence of 

each prospective candidate and seek the 

counsel of such committee when 

determining if the candidate meets the 

qualifications for certification as prescribed 

in the appropriate primary resolution. 

This rule simply requires the state chairman 

and members of the state candidate 

committee to let county committees know 

and ask what they think when someone from 

their county comes to the state headquarters 

asking to run for office as a Republican.  

There is plenty of time between when 

candidates must declare and when the Party 

must certify them, 34 days, to accomplish 

this.  Given that the state candidate 

committee should already be thoroughly 

vetting candidates, this requirement should 

add very little time to the process, and could 

be satisfied with a simple email from ALGOP 

headquarters to each county chairmen with a 

summary of prospective candidates for 

certification.  In the beginning there may be 

more questions asked as leaders at the county 

and state levels move toward a more standard 

definition of what qualifies or disqualifies 

candidates.  Over time, I believe fewer 

questions and/or challenges will be raised as 

the process becomes more consistent across 

the state and all 67 counties. 

While the chances will remain small that any 

candidate will not be certified, this formal 

notification requirement is nonetheless an 

opportunity to emphasize the importance of 

every candidate’s relationship with our Party 

and its leadership at the local as well as the 

state level.  This can only result in our 

common values having a deeper influence on 

these important future leaders. 

mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me
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Selected standing rules dealing with 

qualification and certification of candidates 

reprinted here from the By-Laws of the 

Alabama Republican Executive Committee 

(Last amended on August 1, 2020)   

July 30, 1994 

Dual Candidacy: No person shall be 

certified as a Republican primary candidate 

for more than one public office in the event 

state law would prohibit such person from 

holding such offices simultaneously. 

Sore Loser: No person shall be permitted to 

qualify as a candidate for public or party 

office if in a prior Republican primary 

election that person was defeated and 

thereafter sought election to the same office 

in the same election cycle as an independent, 

write-in, minor party candidate or otherwise. 

The provisions of this Rule apply for a period 

of six years after such a person was so 

defeated in a Republican primary election. 

June 16, 2007 

Denying Ballot Access: This Committee 

reserves the right to deny ballot access to a 

candidate for public office if in a prior 

election that person was a Republican office 

holder and either publicly participated in the 

primary election of another political party or 

publicly supported a nominee of another 

political party. The provisions of this Rule 

shall apply for a period of six years after such 

person so participated.   

Additionally, this Committee shall deny 

ballot access to any elected official who 

qualifies with the state or local Republican 

Party but is not officially recognized as a 

Republican. Independents, or members of a 

political party other than Republican who 

wish to qualify to run as a Republican must 

follow the party switching procedure laid out 

in the standing rules under the title 

“switching parties” and must complete the 

appropriate procedure before qualifying for 

any given election cycle in order to be 

granted ballot access. (This rule does not 

include all of the reasons for denying ballot 

access.) 

ALGOP By-laws Amendments That Have 

Been Proposed for the August Meeting:  

I always make notes for myself about 

amendments and resolutions that will be 

considered during an upcoming State 

Executive Committee meeting.  This time 

there are some interesting, and I think 

questionable, amendments being offered, so I 

decided to include some of my notes here.  I 

will attach the full text of the amendments to 

this newsletter.  Please feel free to comment.   

The first proposed amendment is to Article 

XII, “Amendments.” 

This one is a bad idea.  Whoever proposed 

this amendment doesn’t seem to have read 

the by-laws in the first place, and furthermore 

want to make it easier to change them. 

The proposed amendment adds “State 

Executive” to the title “Committee” which is 

unnecessary in light of the naming 

convention that is explained in Article I 

“Name and Emblem.”  In that article, the 

name of the “organization governing the 

Republican Party in the State of Alabama” is 

established to be “Alabama Republican 

Executive Committee…”  It goes on to say 

that for the rest of the by-laws document, it 

will simply be referred to as the 

“Committee.” 

mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me


 

 

Colbert County 

    R e p u b l i c a n  
                                               PO Box 4201 • Muscle Shoals, AL • (256) 762-4072 • colbertgopchair@pm.me 

August 2021 Vol 3, Iss. 6 

 

August 2021  Page77 

This amendment also adds a stipulation that 

proposed amendments may qualify to pass 

with only a two-thirds vote if they are “sent 

to the full membership of the State Executive 

Committee by email at least 14 days in 

advance of the meeting.”  Article XII already 

states “These bylaws may be amended by a 

two-thirds vote of those present and voting at 

any meeting of the Committee, provided the 

substance of the proposed change is given in 

the notice of the meeting…”  Since the 

notice of the meeting is always given via 

email, and this notice is sent, as per 

requirements in Article VII, paragraph 4., at 

least 14 days prior to the meeting, 

specifically allowing for proposed 

amendments to be sent via email 14 days 

prior seems redundant.  However, this 

language could be interpreted as allowing 

any SEC member, not just the ALGOP 

Chairman or steering committee, to email a 

proposed amendment to the SEC 

membership 14 days prior to the meeting and 

thereby qualify for approval by 2/3 rather that 

4/5 approval.   

I think we draw a good lesson from the 

Founding Fathers when they made the 

Constitution so difficult to change.  Changes 

to any organization’s founding document 

should be supported by an overwhelming 

majority of its members and stakeholders.  

This amendment could make that process 

easier, and I am not aware of any good 

explanation of why this is needed. 

The second proposed amendment is to 

Article V, “Steering Committee.” 

This amendment proposes to allow the 

Steering Committee, without oversight from 

the State Executive Committee, to establish 

compensation for Committee officers and the 

Chairman.  Currently the Steering Committee 

does have authority to set compensation for 

Committee officers, but with oversight from 

the State Executive Committee.  The 

authority to establish compensation for the 

Chairman is completely new. 

I think this is a bad idea.  The Committee 

should have oversight of EVERYTHING the 

Party does.  This amendment leaves in place 

that oversight for everything but 

compensation.  It goes without saying that 

decisions about the payroll of an organization 

are extremely important, and I see no 

explanation for why they should be removed 

from the purview of the State Executive 

Committee.   

Another fundamental problem I have with 

this amendment is that it appears to take 

effect immediately.  This is in contradiction 

to the convention that decisions affecting 

compensation of elected officials normally 

take effect after the next election.  This 

prevents elected officials from voting 

themselves a raise and collecting it before 

voters have an opportunity to express their 

opinions.  If this amendment passes, it 

appears that the Steering Committee will 

have full authority to pay officers and the 

Chairman according to their own judgement, 

with immediate effect, and without oversight 

by the State Executive Committee 

It is important to remember, when 

considering the authority granted to the 

Steering Committee, that its members are not 

necessarily members of the state or any 

county executive committee.  Unlike most of 

the seats on those executive committees, 

these are not seats that may be challenged in 

mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me
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a Republican primary election.  Instead, they 

are simply elected by the members of the 

State Executive Committee, one of the 

congressional district committees, or by 

members of one of four auxiliary groups 

(Republican Women, Young Republicans, 

College Republicans, and Minority 

Republicans).  Therefore, it is easy to see that 

some Steering Committee members may not 

always recognize a direct connection to the 

priorities and concerns of Republican Party 

members and voters.  Oversight by the State 

Executive Committee serves as an important 

check on their authority that should be 

maintained. 

The third proposed amendment is to a 

standing rule, originally approved on June 

26, 2004, entitled “Resolutions Committee” 

This amendment also, like the first proposed 

amendment, makes changes to the way the 

Alabama Republican Executive Committee 

is referred to that contradict the naming 

convention in Article I.  Besides that, it seems 

aimed at limiting the number of resolutions 

that are considered at Committee meetings 

and the length of time taken discussing them. 

According to this amendment the Resolutions 

Committee, after reviewing submitted 

resolutions, will no longer make a report to 

the Committee offering recommendations to 

either support or deny their approval.  

Instead, they will make a list of submitted 

resolutions that they like, and send only those 

to the State Executive Committee for review.  

Any resolutions they don’t like must get a 2/3 

vote from the State Executive Committee for 

approval.  Since the Resolutions Committee 

only reports the resolutions they like to the 

State Executive Committee, the resolutions 

they don’t like may only be brought up in the 

“new business” portion of the Committee 

meeting, and will not appear on the agenda.  

Finally, a paragraph is added at the end that 

gives the Chairman the power to “limit 

discussion on the resolutions” but gives no 

criteria for the extent to which this special 

power may be used.   

Now I concede that in the past resolutions 

have often been too numerous for the time 

available and redundant.  I have also 

observed multiple resolutions with similar 

statements and goals submitted at the same 

meeting.  However, this amendment’s 

solution to this problem is to focus more 

authority in the Resolutions Committee and 

the Chairman, and further limit the State 

Executive Committee’s involvement.  In my 

opinion, while some Committee members 

may complain that meetings go too long, I 

believe that discussions about resolutions are 

valuable opportunities to generate an 

exchange of ideas, often thoughtful and 

impassioned, around the issues, values, and 

principles of government our Party believes 

are important.  I say that instead of truncating 

this important process of discussion, let’s 

begin meetings earlier and dismiss with any 

fanfare and recognitions to allow time for 

earnest and thorough debate to take place. 

Resolutions Proposed for the August 

ALGOP Meeting 

There are seven separate resolutions on the 

agenda for the August meeting.  I will attach 

the full text of these resolutions with this 

newsletter.  The titles of all the resolutions 

are listed below, and are mostly self-

explanatory.  I have read these resolutions 

and added some notes under each one.  In 

mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me
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summary, I agree with the general intentions 

of all of them, while I think the wording in 

some cases could be made clearer.  I would 

also like to see some citations for the claims 

of fact made in support of them.  I expect that 

the resolutions committee has done some 

fact-checking to give the State Executive 

Committee some assurance of the veracity of 

the documents they’ll be voting on. 

RESOLUTION NO 2021-2-5 

RESOLUTION OF THE ALABAMA 

REPUBLICAN PARTY EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE SUPPORTING DIGNITY 

AND NON-DISCRIMINATION IN THE 

STATE OF ALABAMA 

This resolution seeks to prohibit the 

“propagation of divisive concepts in public 

schools and in the workplace.”  It is not 

mentioned specifically, but this prohibition is 

clearly aimed at concepts like “Critical Race 

Theory.” 

RESOLUTION NO 2021-2-6 

RESOLUTION CALLING FOR 

GUARDIANSHIP/CONSERVATORSHIP 

REFORM IN ALABAMA 

This resolution could be called the “Free 

Brittany” resolution, since it refers to “high-

profile” cases of guardianship/ 

conservatorship abuse.   

RESOLUTION NO 2021-2-8 

RESOLUTION DEFENDING UNA SGA 

PRESIDENT JAKE STATOM 

You may remember my Facebook post about 

this and Chairman Wahl’s statement in 

support of this young student who was in 

jeopardy of becoming a victim of “cancel 

culture” after he made a post in favor of 

traditional values.  Here is a link to a 

TimesDaily story about the incident. 

UNA SGA president doesn't resign, remains 

silent 

RESOLUTION NO 2021-2-10 

RESOLUTION COMMENDING Stephen 

William May, III 

RESOLUTION NO 2021-2-11 

RESOLUTION COMMENDING DR. 

CECIL WILLIAMSON 

RESOLUTION NO 2021-2-12 

RESOLUTION URGING THE ALABAMA 

LEGISLATURE TO JOIN THE FIGHT 

AGAINST BIG TECH CENSORSHIP 

Florida recently passed anti-censorship 

legislation that allows residents to sue social 

media companies for damages if they are de-

platformed.  Florida and Gov Ron Desantis 

are leaders in Republican politics, and this 

idea seems to have merit considering the 

massive de-platforming of conservatives. 

RESOLUTION NO 2021-2-13 

RESOLUTION REGARDING VOTING 

INTEGRITY 

This resolution calls for greater oversight of 

the election process, measures to eliminate 

conflicts of interest and promote integrity, an 

increase in penalties for violating election 

laws, and the elimination of “no-excuse” 

voting.   

CCREC Dues are Payable for 2021 

Please recall that dues are payable for both 

CCREC and Associate Members.  The 

amount for 2021 was set by the CCREC in 

the January meeting at $25.   

mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me
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Either CCREC or Associate Members may 

pay their dues with cash or check by bringing 

it directly to the next CCREC meeting, or 

mailing it to: 

CCREC 

P.O. Box 4201 

Muscle Shoals, AL  35662 

mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me

