
 

 

Colbert County 

R e p u b l i c a n  
        June 2020, Vol. 2, Iss. 6 

June 2020  Page71 

From the Chairman 

Fellow Members of Our Committee and 

Friends of Our Party,  

On June 29, ‘God willing and the crick don’t 

rise’ the CCREC will once again sit for a 

business meeting.  It has been several months 

since we met in person, but please don’t think 

that Republicans have not been working in 

Colbert County.  There are four races at the 

county level where our Republican 

candidates face Democrat opposition, as well 

as the Senate race to beat Doug Jones, and 

finally the race to reelect President Donald 

Trump.  Each of these races is important to 

our lives and to the movement to bring reform 

to government at all levels that will limit the 

burden on taxpayers while protecting 

freedoms that are the essential life-blood of 

our nation’s success. 

As the next section will emphasize, it could 

not be more important to elect Jackie Witt to 

the district 3 seat on the Colbert school board, 

and Chris Hand to be superintendent.  The 

election of Republicans to the county revenue 

office, the probate judge, and finally a 

majority of the county commission has 

brought long-needed reforms and 

accountability that conservatives consistently 

vote for and expect.  Now, it is time to bring 

these reforms to the school system.  These 

races are too important to our county and to 

the futures of thousands of children, and we 

must take every opportunity to reach out to 

voters to inform them about what’s at stake. 

The run-off election to decide who will run 

against Doug Jones will be held on July 14, 

and then it will be time to finally put right the 

travesty of the 2017 election that resulted in 

a liberal Democrat representing our state.  

Can you believe that a pro-abortion, pro-

amnesty, tax-and-spend senator who voted 

against Brett Kavanaugh is representing 

Alabama?  It will be time for him to go in 

November.  

Do I need to say anything about the 

Presidential race?  While we do live in the 

most supportive congressional district in the 

nation for the President, that does not mean 

that we can just take this race for granted.  On 

the contrary, we have an opportunity to take 

advantage of the enthusiastic support for the 

President and remind voters that the themes 

of his movement have been part of the 

Republican platform all along.  Freedom and 

deregulation, respect for individual rights 

including the 1st and 2nd amendments, respect 

for the law and ending mass illegal 

immigration into our country, and respect for 

life have all been things that the Republican 

Party has stood for, but didn’t always deliver 

on.  President Trump has proven to be a 

leader who can create the momentum needed 

to honor these commitments, and our Party 

will benefit when people get to see the results 

in their lives.  As we campaign for Trump 

2020 this summer and fall, let’s keep in mind 

that we are reaching deeper into our society 

than ever before and the impression we make 

will serve our mission well for years in the 

future. 

I am including with this newsletter some 

information about activities suggested by 

ALGOP that we can do to help grow support 

for our candidates and our Party.  I’m sending 

this out because there is a lot of work that can 

be done to communicate our message and 

build new relationships, but we need more 

people to get involved.  I will discuss these 

opportunities and the creation of a 

subcommittee to organize around them at our 
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next meeting on June 29.  This is all part of 

the ALGOP’s “Growing Republican 

Organizations to Win” (GROW) campaign.  

If you’re interested in helping out, call or 

email at 256-762-4072, 

colbertgopchair@pm.me. 

Always remember to call or drop me an email 

if you have any questions or suggestions that 

you’d like to pass along to me or the rest of 

the Committee.  The CCREC Facebook page 

is also a great way to keep in touch. 

Phill Green, Chairman, CCREC 

Superintendent Gale Satchel Implies 

Racial Bias Among Educators Leads to 

Murderous Police Officers 

Back on June 1, Colbert County 

Superintendent Gale Satchel, who is opposed 

in the November election by Republican 

candidate Chris Hand, made some remarks 

that anyone who is concerned about 

education in our county needs to know about.   

The remarks were made when Satchel took 

the podium at the "Black-tion" rally that was 

held on the steps of the courthouse.  Satchel 

was introduced by Colbert Commissioner 

and NAACP Tri-County Branch President 

Tori Bailey, and began to speak about 

“hidden racism.”  

  

What followed was a minute and a half tirade 

about bias and outright racism that she had 

concluded was present from evidence in “our 

school data” and from racial slurs that she 

implied were being used by her political 

detractors.  The most offensive remarks, and 

the ones most revealing of Satchel’s opinions 

were about her interpretation of the 

disparities in discipline occurrences between 

white and black students.  She explained that 

these disparities instill in white children a 

racist attitude that, if they later become law 

enforcement officers, makes it “easier to kill 

them [black people].” Satchel said: 

When we look at our school data, you will 

find that more black kids are being sent to the 

office, more black kids are sent to ISS (in-

school suspension), more black kids are sent 

to be expelled from school.  So, when their 

counter-white boys and girls see this, then 

they become police officers, it becomes easy 

to kill them, because what they have seen in 

the past.  
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Superintendent Satchel has defended her 

remarks in interviews with the Timesdaily 

and WAFF, saying that “I just cannot turn a 

blind eye to these things, but what it amounts 

to is people just don’t want to hear the truth”  

In what seemed to be an attempt to placate 

teachers in her own district, whom she 

seemed to be accusing of racism, she claimed 

the school data she was citing “wasn’t 

necessarily from Colbert County, but from 

first-hand experience in other local systems.”  

I will let readers decide for themselves the 

veracity of this statement. 

I was disappointed to hear Dr. Satchel’s 

remarks because they seemed designed to 

take advantage of the passions that have been 

stirred in recent weeks over race-relations, 

while directly implicating educators.  

Unfortunately, these have become the tactics 

of the Democrat Party.  They have become 

the party of division, while Republicans have 

sought to unite us around the principles of 

freedom and individual responsibility.  We 

should all be concerned about this kind of 

rhetoric coming from the person leading our 

county’s schools and become energized to 

elect a Republican to replace her in 

November. 

Sources: 

The video of the speech was originally posted 

to the NAACP Tri-County Branch website at 

https://naacptricounty.org/ but has since been 

taken down. 

https://www.timesdaily.com/news/education

/satchel-defends-stance-that-hidden-racism-

must-be-addressed/article_06a2aa7f-74c9-

5b82-8079-23ce1d3c4141.html 

https://www.waff.com/2020/06/10/colbert-

superintendent-stands-by-speech-amid-

criticism/ 

June Agenda 

When we meet on June 29, our Committee 

will not have met for four months, and we 

will need to catch up and approve minutes 

and treasurer’s reports from back in 

February.   

The State Fair is being planned for September 

22-27, and rental fees for booths are due 

August 31.  The fee for two commercial 

10’x10’ booths side-by-side is $200 for the 

week of the fair.  This price includes 12 daily 

passes for persons working the booths.  At the 

meeting I will ask the Committee to approve 

$400 to cover booth rental and any additional 

banners and signage to set up the booth this 

year. 

2020 Second Primary “Runoff” Election: 

Reminders 

Nothing has changed since the last 

newsletter, but this is my last chance to 

remind everyone about the upcoming 

primary “runoff” election scheduled for July 

14. 

Here are the deadlines associated with the 

run-off.   

• Deadline to register to vote is June 29. 

• Absentee ballot applications must be 

received by July 9.  

• If delivered by hand, absentee ballots 

must be received by July 13. 

• If returning by mail, absentee ballots 

must be postmarked by July 13.  

• Run-off election is July 14. 

https://www.timesdaily.com/news/education/satchel-defends-stance-that-hidden-racism-must-be-addressed/article_06a2aa7f-74c9-5b82-8079-23ce1d3c4141.html
https://www.timesdaily.com/news/education/satchel-defends-stance-that-hidden-racism-must-be-addressed/article_06a2aa7f-74c9-5b82-8079-23ce1d3c4141.html
https://www.timesdaily.com/news/education/satchel-defends-stance-that-hidden-racism-must-be-addressed/article_06a2aa7f-74c9-5b82-8079-23ce1d3c4141.html
https://www.timesdaily.com/news/education/satchel-defends-stance-that-hidden-racism-must-be-addressed/article_06a2aa7f-74c9-5b82-8079-23ce1d3c4141.html
https://www.waff.com/2020/06/10/colbert-superintendent-stands-by-speech-amid-criticism/
https://www.waff.com/2020/06/10/colbert-superintendent-stands-by-speech-amid-criticism/
https://www.waff.com/2020/06/10/colbert-superintendent-stands-by-speech-amid-criticism/
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Please note that absentee ballot applications 

already submitted will remain valid for the 

July 14 runoff election. 

Secretary of State John Merrill has been clear 

that anyone still wishing to vote absentee 

because of the COVID-19 epidemic should 

feel free to do so. 

Absentee ballot applications can be 

downloaded by clicking here. 

When submitting an absentee ballot 

application, please check the “illness” box as 

your reason for needing one. 

Please make sure to include a copy of your 

photo ID when submitting your absentee 

ballot application. 

You need to mail your absentee ballot 

application and copy of your photo ID to 

Colbert County Absentee Election Manager, 

Mark Eady: 

PO Box 740370, Tuscumbia, Alabama, 

35674 

Phone Number:  256-386-8511. 

Upcoming Events 

The following is the most current calendar of 

events for the Committee. 

Keep these dates in mind when planning your 

individual and campaign calendars. 

Colbert County Committee Events Calendar 

Date Event 

June 29, 2020 CCREC regular meeting 

July 14, 2020  Primary Runoff Election 

July 27, 2020 CCREC regular meeting 

August 24, 2020 CCREC regular meeting 

September 17, 2020 Constitution Day Dinner 

September 22-27 North AL State Fair 

September 28, 2020 CCREC regular meeting 

October 26, 2020 CCREC regular meeting 

November 3, 2020  Statewide General Election  

 

CCREC Special Events for 2020 

Commissioner Jimmy Gardiner recently 

reminded me that the annual Saddle up for St. 

Jude Benefit Trail Ride that he and his family 

have hosted since 1996 will be happening on 

July 16-18.  The big day is the 18th with live 

entertainment, including CMA award 

winning artist Lorrie Morgan, and an auction 

to benefit St. Jude Children’s Hospital.  

Jimmy has told me that candidates are 

welcome to come and hand out campaign 

literature and meet potential voters at the 

event.  He says the event has drawn up to 

3,000 attendees in the past, and hopes to see 

that many or more this year.  For more 

information go to the official website at: 

http://saddleup4kids.org/  

Commissioner Gardiner is also looking 

forward to sponsoring a chicken stew event 

on October 3rd, from 11-3pm in Sheffield.  

This event is positioned close to the final 

stretch for campaigns to the fall elections, 

and will be one last opportunity to get voters 

energized.  Look for more details in coming 

months. 

The North Alabama State Fair will be held 

this year on September 22-27.  I have already 

started asking folks if they are interested in 

volunteering to help set up the booth and 

work shifts during the fair, and people are 

stepping up.  If anyone is interested in 

working a shift or in the set-up/tear-down 

team, send me an email or give me a call.  

colbertgopchair@pm.me.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gJQ4ga500EwvjQXrvNGldzYf8uJipJ3cxHxC42E6uTGeZ2LoKfwg3D6shuQmLBKBpRqmn4lvOh4-piZR8PEclRe9GvIjMaZdvJz2QPRB4bE7qLU584cyA8u9MHzJOFii340ODTqFDum3f0CfkFWR74-3jw3EtO7HLx83CZ08sRmjuipxyjLq7GDbLbesJf4esMdrIru27WEFV8e-6XfkJ--H0yPQpt7V_GPr4H7uEfCm7di_QOG4PA==&c=V9gDm3Zef93SdZb3jZx8SDYVWytCNWVxA76Ya38dZ3Sjv-9pLP-Bcw==&ch=uNjdC1nHMBZ6Tjgxda8J88OZmiMKngGieg1xSEWNEWKsm5yjtGVTaw==
http://saddleup4kids.org/
mailto:colbertgopchair@pm.me
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I am very pleased to announce that Finance 

Chairman Waylon Huguley has again agreed 

to organize the CCREC Constitution Day 

Dinner, to be held on Thursday, September 

17th, 2020.  Last year this event raised 

awareness of our county and our Party, and 

brought in people from all over Alabama, to 

listen to our speaker, Mayor Tommy Battle.  

We’ll need this event to be a big fundraiser 

for our candidates who face opposition in 

November. 

Trump 2020 Campaign Merchandise 

I have gotten calls recently from people who 

want to get Trump 2020 campaign signs and 

merchandise.  Of course CCREC has been 

distributing Trump hats for donations since 

late last year, but we haven’t gotten any signs 

yet. 

I spoke to Reed Phillips at ALGOP to find out 

if there was a vendor that they preferred, and 

he told me about ABC Signs, a company out 

of Mobile.  They can be found at  

https://trumpwholesaleproducts.com/ 

 

Anyone can visit this site and purchase signs 

and merchandise with the Trump 2020 

graphics, but there is a minimum order of 

$25.  Their prices are set low enough, signs 

as low as $2.25, to allow organizations like 

ours to buy them in bulk and use them as 

fundraising gifts.  I plan to mention this to the 

Committee at our meeting on June 29, and 

ask members to authorize a small initial 

purchase for a trial run.  Fundraising will be 

critical this summer, and supporting our 

President is a great way to do it.    

Updates from County Commissioners 

Gardiner and Barnes 

I had the chance to talk to Commissioners 

Barnes and Gardiner last week, and I asked 

them about how things were going at the 

County Commission.  Apparently the paving 

projects are nearing completion, and the 

results are helping to improve the appearance 

and safety of the county’s roadways.  

Gardiner mentioned that the commission is 

considering hiring some temporary part-time 

staff to help get some extra 

mowing/bushhogging work done to keep 

them looking neat for the summer. 

I was told that Commissioner Tori Bailey 

took the 

opportunity at the 

last meeting to raise 

the issue of 

removing the 

Colbert County 

Confederate 

Veterans 

Memorial.  Of 

course the memorial is protected against 

removal by the Alabama Memorial 

Preservation Act, which was signed into law 

in 2017 and imposes a fine for the removal of 

monuments which have stood for 40 years or 

more. The memorial was erected by the 

Tuscumbia Chapter of the United Daughters 

of the Confederacy in 1911.  Commissioner 

Gardiner explained to me that Commissioner 

Bailey told the commission that she knew of 

a private individual willing to donate $25,000 

to offset the cost of a fine that the county 

would likely be charged if it removed the 
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statue.  Commissioner Gardiner said that 

regardless of any fine, that he was not in favor 

of violating Alabama state law, which says 

the monument shall not be removed.  The 

commission did not vote to remove the 

memorial.   

Statewide Public Health Order Restricting 

Public Gatherings, Amended May 21 

As published last month, we are still 

operating under the restrictions outlined in 

the public health order as amended on May 

21.  This document gives its expiration as 

July 3, and so will likely be the governing 

document in place when our next meeting is 

held on June 29.  I previously misstated that 

the expiration was June 3, and this was in 

error.   

I have been in communication with our hosts 

at Donna and Friends Restaurant, and I want 

to make every effort to comply with the 

guidelines they are operating under for 

seating arrangements and capacity.  As I 

stated in last month’s newsletter, the priority 

for seating must be for Committee members.  

This does not mean that guests are not 

invited.  It only means that voting members 

of the Committee must be seated first, before 

guests.  Depending on remaining capacity, 

guests may be seated.   

The latest amendment of the State Health 

Officer’s “stay at home” order can be found 

at the following link. 

ORDER OF THE STATE HEALTH 

OFFICER  SUSPENDING CERTAIN 

PUBLIC GATHERINGS  DUE TO RISK 

OF INFECTION BY COVID-19  

AMENDED May 21, 2020 

The 3rd paragraph apparently covers 

gatherings like committee meetings and 

political events, and it reads: 

Non-work related gatherings. Effective 

May11, 2020, all non-work related 

gatherings of any size, including drive-in 

gatherings, that cannot maintain a consistent 

six-foot distance between persons from 

different households are prohibited. 

Later in paragraph 18, the document gives 

specific instructions for restaurants. 

Insofar as such establishments offer on-

premises consumption of food or drink, they 

shall limit the party size at tables to no more 

than eight persons and maintain at least six 

feet of separation between people seated at 

different tables, booths, chairs, or stools.  

We will continue to keep these requirements 

and any future amendments in mind when 

planning campaign events.  If you are 

planning such events for a campaign and 

wish to discuss any details, feel free to get in 

touch with me anytime.  

http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/legal/o

rders.html 
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